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Mokele-mbembe: A Dinosaur Of Africa? 

It was 1986, Rory Nugent and his expedition party were out in the world's largest unexplored 

swamp on earth, the Likouala Swamp of Africa. While near Lake Tele he saw a long, thin neck 

come up out of the water, like that of a dinosaur. Rory immediately took two photographs 

and quickly got in his canoe, but his native guides stopped him at gunpoint and said," He (the 

creature) would have killed us all..." 

 
Over the last 100 years, evidence has accumulated that sauropod dinosaurs may still be 

roaming the vast, unexplored regions of the African swamp and jungle. Places like Nigeria, 

Congo, Angola, Gabon, and Cameroon have similar reports of huge, long-necked monsters, 

some with a length of 75 feet! Native sightings have been confirmed by reports from 

missionaries, explorers, and even army personnel. The natives in the Congo region call this 

creature “Mokele-mbembe” (the one who stops the flow of rivers). This creature is said to 

possess a long neck and tail, small head, large body, and four legs. They say the animal is 

very aggressive when disturbed and will bite and lash its tail at you when it is tipping over 

canoes, killing elephants or hippos. It is herbivorous (plant-eater) and enjoys eating very 

large amounts of the Malombo fruit that grows on vines at the edge of the rivers. Tracks from 

this creature range from 1 to 3 feet wide and are spaced 7 to 8 feet apart. It has no hair and 

it’s skin is very smooth. Dr. Bill Gibbons and Dr. Roy Mackal have done much research on 

Mokele-mbembe and without their work, little would be known about it. 
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At Lake Tele in 1983, Marcellin Agnaga was on an expedition when he said he saw Mokele-

mbembe swimming in the lake. The creature was half-way out of the water and he could see 

it’s head, neck, and part of its body. His sketch resembles a sauropod dinosaur. He got his 

camera and began filming, but left the lens cap on and lost all proof of his encounter.  

 
In a nearby part of Africa called Cameroon, there is another creature called Le’Kela-

mbembe. It is said to grow around 70 feet in length and will eat the leaves from the Esem 

Tree. Dr. Bill Gibbons has done over twenty years of research on Mokele-mbembes and has 

discovered that Le’Kela-mbembes are actually mature Mokele-mbembes that migrate into 

Cameroon to mate (in September) and later return to the Congo to give birth to live young. 

Bill Gibbons discovered also that it will dig tunnels or caves on the shores of rivers. It mostly 

eats between 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. and is active at night. An expedition in 2003, confirmed that 

the Le’Kela-mbembe has a height of up to 18 feet by finding trees with all their branches 

eaten off up to a height of 18 feet. They also found tracks and a cave that had been sealed 

partly from the inside with mud. One biologist named Peter Beach could hear scratching 

sounds inside the cave. As the noises became louder it was evident that what ever was inside 

the cave was digging it’s way out towards them. One member of the expedition named Pierre 

feared for their lives and they quickly left, since an adult Mokele-mbembe can be very 

dangerous if disturbed at close range. 
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S. Arrey was housing some British soldiers in 1948 near Lake Barombi in Northern Cameroon. 

While he and some others were swimming in the lake, something broke through the surface of 

the water. In a very short time everyone was out of the water. They observed two giant 

reptiles coming out of the water. The larger one had a longer neck (about 15 feet long) and a 

spike or horn on it’s head that the smaller one did not have. Their skin was not smooth, but 

rather scaly. 

 
Please note that the natives who see these creatures are not afraid to tell others what they 

have seen because they haven’t been taught about evolution, and do not know that dinosaurs 

were suppose to have been extinct millions of years ago. I feel the theory of evolution 

actually hinders the discovery of animals thought to be extinct. When the school text-books 

teach about the history of dinosaurs, why don’t they mention there is a strong possibility they 

might still be living? Because of this unproven theory, people are hesitant to tell anyone when 

they see dinosaurs like the Loch Ness Monster or Mokele-mbembe for fear of what people 

might think. 

 
Here is some recently contributed information by David Woetzel (who has done expeditions in 

search of Mokele-mbembe): 

 
1.) The older 20-45 ft long creatures live and mate in the Dja and maybe the Sangha rivers. 

These mature MM's (Mokele-mbembe) have very tough scales, like the back of a crocodile. 

Also like a croc, their underbelly is much softer. Their coloration is a dulled brownish gray. 

 
2.) The younger creatures live in the Likouala swamp region. Their scales are softer and their 

colors are a more vivid reddish-brown. They're probably more skittish then their older 
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counterparts. 

 
3.) This sharp contrast in areas by age suggests a migration that only happens once in their 

lives (although the mother likely goes with its offspring to take them to the swamp). 

 
4.) Their birth instincts are peculiar and vague. The native people say the MM gives birth to 

live young every 20 years. This is not a trait likely in reptiles, maybe the people their have it 

wrong because they are not able to find a nest site (some nests have been found) for how 

territorial these animals are they likely guard their nests very aggressively. They would likely 

kill anyone that gets close enough to see the eggs. 

 
5.) No matter what, the mother's birth migration probably happens 1 of 2 ways. They either 

migrate to the swamp and lay eggs (or give birth) there, or they lay their eggs along the river 

and the mother and offspring go to the swamp together. I'm in favor of that idea because the 

nests are found along the rivers and the only time more than one MM is seen is when it is with 

its mother (according to the natives). 

 
6.) The mother remains with her offspring for about a year (it may use this time to take the 

baby to the swamp and prepare it for life on its own) 

 
7.) The adult male has a shorter neck but it also has a spiky back, and the female has a 

longer neck without the spikes. 

 
8.) The young all have dermal ridges. 

 
by Phillip O'Donnell 
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NOTE: This comes from the website "Cryptozoology, Living Dinosaurs, and Origins" which 

supports a more biblical view of nature. 
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