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The Ten Commandments and their Influence on America 
By William J. Federer 

 
This study is not intended as a proposed public policy recommendation, but simply a demonstration that 

America’s historical record contains evidence that the Ten Commandments had an influence on America’s founders, 
leaders and system of government. 
 
REFERENCES TO THE COMMANDMENTS 
 
 Showing the influence the Ten Commandments had on America is akin to the immense task of showing their 
influence on Western Culture in general. The references listed here are just a sampling of thousands of citations.  The 
Commandments were referred to as Laws of God, Ordinances of God, Statutes of God, Divine Law, Revealed Law, 
Holy Law, Book of Laws, Eternal Laws, Laws given to Moses on the Mount, the Decalogue, Foundation of Our Holy 
Religion, Immutable Laws of Good and Evil, Government of God, etc., and are contained within the broader themes of 
the religion, virtues, principles and morals of the Old and New Testaments. 
 
JOHN ADAMS 
 

“The Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount contain my religion,” wrote John 
Adams to Thomas Jefferson, Nov. 4, 1816. 1 

 
This admission by Adams is significant as he was a key founder. A graduate of Harvard, Adams was an 

original member of the Continental Congress and a signer of the Declaration of Independence. He recommended that 
Thomas Jefferson pen the Declaration and that George Washington be the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental 
Army. John Adams helped write the Massachusetts Constitution. He was the first U.S. Vice President, serving under 
Washington for eight years, and the second U.S. President. He was the first President to reside in the White House, and 
it was under his administration that the Department of the Navy and the Library of Congress were established. He was 
the husband of Abigail Adams, whose letters are considered among the best accounts of the Revolutionary period. He 
was the father of sixth President John Quincy Adams and the cousin of Samuel Adams, known as the “Father of the 
Revolution.” 
 
 John Adams’ quote regarding the Ten Commandments was not isolated. Indeed, it was indicative of the belief 
and worldview of America’s founder. 
 

After reviewing an estimated 15,000 items, including newspaper articles, pamphlets, books, monographs, etc., 
written between 1760-1805 by the 55 men who wrote the Constitution, Professors Donald S. Lutz and Charles S. 
Hyneman, in their work "The Relative Influence of European Writers on Late Eighteenth-Century American Political 
Thought" published in the American Political Science Review (1984), revealed that the Bible, especially the book of 
Deuteronomy, contributed 34 % of all quotations used by our Founding Fathers. 
 

The other main sources cited include: Baron Charles Montesquieu 8.3 %, Sir William Blackstone 7.9 %, John 
Locke 2.9 %, David Hume 2.7 %, Plutarch 1.5 %, Beccaria 1.5 %, Trenchard and Gordon 1.4 %, Delolme 1.4 %, 
Samuel von Pufendorf 1.3 %, Cicero 1.2 %, Hugo Grotius .9 %, Shakespeare .8 %, Vattel .5 %, etc. These additional 
sources as well took 60 % of their quotes directly from the Bible. Direct and indirect citations combined reveal that 94 
% of all quotations referenced by the Founding Fathers are derived from the Bible.2 

 
John Adams wrote in his diary, February 22, 1756: 
 

“Suppose a nation in some distant Region should take the Bible for their only law Book, and 
every member should regulate his conduct by the precepts there exhibited! Every member would be 
obliged in conscience, to temperance, frugality, and industry; to justice, kindness, and charity towards 
his fellow men; and to piety, love, and reverence toward Almighty God...What a Eutopia, what a 
Paradise would this region be.”3 

 
In a letter to the officers of the First Brigade of the Third Division of the Militia of Massachusetts, October 11, 

1798, President John Adams stated: 
 

“We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions 
unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry, would break the 

 2



strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution was made only for 
a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”4 
 
On June 21, 1776, John Adams wrote: 
 

“Statesmen, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty, but it is Religion and Morality 
alone, which can establish the Principles upon which Freedom can securely stand. The only 
foundation of a free Constitution is pure Virtue, and if this cannot be inspired into our People in a 
greater Measure, than they have it now, they may change their Rulers and the forms of Government, 
but they will not obtain a lasting liberty.”5 
 
On April 19, 1817, John Adams wrote to Thomas Jefferson: 
 

“Without religion, this world would be something not fit to be mentioned in polite 
company....The most abandoned scoundrel that ever existed, never yet wholly extinguished his 
Conscience and while Conscience remains, there is some religion.”6 
 
On August 28, 1811, in a letter to Dr. Benjamin Rush, John Adams wrote: 
 

“Religion and virtue are the only foundations, not only of republicanism and of all free 
government, but of social felicity under all governments and in all the combinations of human 
society.”7 
 
In a letter to Mr. Warren, John Adams stated: 
 

“The Form of Government, which you admire, when its Principles are pure is admirable, 
indeed, it is productive of every Thing which is great and excellent among Men. But its Principles are 
as easily destroyed, as human Nature is corrupted.... A Government is only to be supported by pure 
Religion or Austere Morals. Private and public Virtue is the only Foundation of Republics.”8 
 
John Adams wrote to Thomas Jefferson: 
 

“Have you ever found in history, one single example of a Nation thoroughly corrupted that 
was afterwards restored to virtue?... And without virtue, there can be no political liberty.”9 
 
On June 20, 1815, John Adams wrote to Thomas Jefferson: 
 

“The question before the human race is, whether the God of nature shall govern the world by 
His own laws.”10 
 
During a threatened war with France, President John Adams imposed upon the retired George Washington, 

asking him to once again assume command of the Army, which he did. Adams also issued a National a Day of 
Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer, on Wednesday, March 6, 1799. In the proclamation, Adams used the phrases 
“accountableness of men to Him” and “obligation to Him” and “to yield a more suitable obedience to His righteous 
requisitions,” which are undoubtedly implied references to keeping the Ten Commandments: 

 
“As no truth is more clearly taught in the Volume of Inspiration, nor any more fully 

demonstrated by the experience of all ages, than that a deep sense and a due acknowledgment of the 
growing providence of a Supreme Being and of the accountableness of men to Him as the searcher of 
hearts and righteous distributer of rewards and punishments are conducive equally to the happiness 
and rectitude of individuals and to the well-being of communities; 

“As it is also most reasonable in itself that men who are made capable of social acts and 
relations, who owe their improvements to the social state, and who derive their enjoyments from it, 
should, as a society, make their acknowledgments of dependence and obligation to Him who hath 
endowed them with these capacities and elevated them in the scale of existence by these distinctions; 

“As it is likewise a plain dictate of duty and a strong sentiment of nature that in 
circumstances of great urgency and seasons on imminent danger earnest and particular supplications 
should be made to Him who is able to defend or to destroy; 

“As, moreover, the most precious interests of the people of the United States are still held in 
jeopardy by the hostile designs and insidious acts of a foreign nation, as well as by the dissemination 

 3



among them of those principles, subversive to the foundations of all religious, moral, and social 
obligations, that have produced incalculable mischief and misery in other countries; 

“And as, in fine, the observance of special seasons for public religious solemnities is happily 
calculated to avert the evils which we ought to deprecate, and to excite to the performance of the 
duties which we ought to discharge, by calling and fixing the attention of the people at large to the 
momentous truths already recited, by affording opportunity to teach and inculcate them by animating 
devotion and giving to it the character of a national act: 

“For these reasons I have thought proper to recommend, and I hereby recommend 
accordingly, that Thursday, the twenty-fifth day of April next, be observed throughout the United 
States of America as a day of solemn humiliation, fasting, and prayer; 

“That the citizens on that day abstain, as far as may be, from their secular occupation, and 
devote the time to the sacred duties of religion, in public and in private; 

“That they call to mind our numerous offenses against the Most High God, confess them 
before Him with the sincerest penitence, implore His pardoning mercy, through the Great Mediator 
and Redeemer, for our past transgressions, and that through the grace of His Holy Spirit, we may be 
disposed and enabled to yield a more suitable obedience to His righteous requisitions in time to come; 

“That He would interpose to arrest the progress of that impiety and licentiousness in 
principle and practice so offensive to Himself and so ruinous to mankind; 

“That He would make us deeply sensible that "righteousness exalteth a nation but sin is a 
reproach to any people"[Proverbs 14:34]; 

“That He would turn us from our transgressions and turn His displeasure from us; 
“That He would withhold us from unreasonable discontent, from disunion, faction, sedition, 

and insurrection; 
“That He would preserve our country from the desolating sword; 
“That He would save our cities and towns from a repetition of those awful pestilential 

visitations under which they have lately suffered so severely, and that the health of our inhabitants 
generally may be precious in His sight; 

“That He would favor us with fruitful seasons and so bless the labors of the husbandman as 
that there may be food in abundance for man and beast; 

“That He would prosper our commerce, manufactures, and fisheries, and give success to the 
people in all their lawful industry and enterprise; 

“That He would smile on our colleges, academies, schools, and seminaries of learning, and 
make them nurseries of sound science, morals, and religion; 

“That He would bless all magistrates, from the highest to the lowest, give them the true spirit 
of their station, make them a terror to evil doers and a praise to them that do well; 

“That He would preside over the councils of the nation at this critical period, enlighten them 
to a just discernment of the public interest, and save them from mistake, division, and discord; 

“That He would make succeed our preparations for defense and bless our armaments by land 
and sea; 

“That He would put and end to the effusion of human blood and the accumulation of human 
misery among the contending nations of the earth by disposing them to justice, to equity, to 
benevolence, and to peace; 

“And that He would extend the blessings of knowledge, of true liberty, and of pure and 
undefiled religion throughout the world. 

“And I do also recommend that with these acts of humiliation, penitence, and prayer, fervent 
thanksgiving to the Author of All Good be united for the countless favors which He is still continuing 
to the people of the United States, and which render their condition as a nation eminently happy when 
compared with the lot of others. Given, etc.”11 
 
To emphasis that when John Adams mentions “accountableness,” “obligation,” or “obedience” to God, he is 

refering to the God of the Ten Commandments which were given to Moses, he wrote to Judge F.A. Van der Kemp, 
February 16, 1809: 

 
“The Hebrews have done more to civilize men than any other nation....[God] ordered the 

Jews to preserve and propagate to all mankind the doctrine of a Supreme, Intelligent, Wise, Almighty 
Sovereign of the Universe....[which is] to be the great essential principle of morality, and 
consequently all civilization.”12 

 
COLONIAL SCHOOLBOOK 
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New Guide to the English Tongue (1740), was published first in England by Thomas Dilworth, a 
distinguished educator and textbook writer. The book's popularity grew in the Colonies, until, by 1765, it was 
universally adopted in the New England schools. The book contained spelling, reading and grammar lessons, 
"adorned with proper Scriptures." Its first lesson, having words only three letters long or less, stated: 

 
“No Man may put off the Law of God. 
“The Way of God is no ill Way. 
“My Joy is in God all the Day. 
“A bad Man is a Foe to God.”13 

 
WILLIAM BRADFORD 
 

William Bradford (March 1590-May 9, 1657) was a leader of the Plymouth Colony. Sailing in the 
Mayflower, he was chosen as governor of the colony in 1621, and was reelected 30 times until his death. In 
1650, William Bradford wrote a history Of Plymouth Plantation, which is comparable to Shakespeare's works 
in literary and historical significance. 

In 1650, Governor William Bradford stated in Of Plymouth Plantation 
 

“Though I am growne aged, yet I have had a longing desire, to see with my own eyes, 
something of the most ancient language, and holy tongue, in which the Law, and oracles of God were 
writ; and in which God, and angels, spoke to the holy patriarchs, of old time; and what names were 
given to things, from the creation. And though I cannot attaine to much herein, yet I am refreshed, to 
have seen some glimpse hereof; (as Moses say the Land of Canaan afarr off) my aime and desire is, to 
see how the words, and phrases lye in the holy texte; and to dicerne somewhat of the same for my 
owne contente.”14 

 
THOMAS HOOKER 
 

Thomas Hooker (July 7, 1586-July 7, 1647) was the founder of Hartford, Connecticut in 1636. A 
Cambridge University graduate, Thomas Hooker was persecuted in England after having gotten involved with 
the Christian movement known as the Puritans. Exiled from England for his religious beliefs, he fled first to 
Holland, then to Massachusetts (1633), where he became the minister at the Cambridge (formerly New-Town) 
settlement. Disputes with the Massachusetts leadership drove him and his congregation to Connecticut (1635-
36). In 1638, he stated to the Connecticut General Assembly that he believed people had a God-given right to 
choose their magistrates. He was a principal organizer of the New England colonies into the defensive 
confederation, known as the United Colonies of New England, 1643. 

An influential leader, Thomas Hooker's sermon before the General Court of Connecticut put forth 
such unprecedented democratic principles, that it inspired the writing of the Fundamental Constitutions of 
Connecticut, 1639. This constitution brought promoted individual rights, such as: "due process of law," "trial 
by a jury of peers," "no taxation without representation" and prohibitions against "cruel and unusual 
punishment." It later became a model for all other constitutions in the colonies, including the United States.15 
 

In 1638, Rev. Thomas Hooker accentuated: 
 

“The choice of public magistrates belongs unto the people, by God's allowance.... (T)he 
privilege of election, which belongs to the people, therefore must not be exercised according to their 
humours, but according to the blessed will and law of God.”16 

 
WILLIAM PENN 
 

William Penn (October 14, 1644-July 30, 1718) was the founder of Pennsylvania. He was the son of a British 
Navy Admiral, of the same name, who discovered Bermuda and helped strengthen King Charles II's throne. William 
Penn attended Oxford University, and later studied law. In 1667, at the age of 22, William Penn was impressed by a 
sermon delivered by Thomas Loe, entitled, "The Sandy Foundation Shaken." He converted to the Christian beliefs of 
the Society of Friends, or Quakers, who at that time were scorned and ridiculed.17 

William Penn became a Quaker preacher and writer. Beginning in 1668, he suffered imprisonment over three 
times for his faith. Once he was imprisoned in the Tower of London for eight months, during which time he wrote the 
classic book, No Cross, No Crown : 
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“The false notion that they may be children of God while in a state of disobedience to his 
holy commandments, and disciples of Jesus though they revolt from his cross, and members of his true 
church, which is without spot or wrinkle, notwithstanding their lives are full of spots and wrinkles, is 
of all other deceptions upon themselves the most pernicious to their eternal condition for they are at 
peace in sin and under a security in their transgression.”18 

 
ROGER SHERMAN 
 

Roger Sherman was distinguished as the only Founding Father to sign all four major founding 
documents: The Articles of Association, 1774; The Declaration of Independence, 1776; The Articles of 
Confederation, 1777; and The Constitution of the United States, 1787. 

Representative Roger Sherman wrote a letter from New York to Samuel Hopkins, the Congregational 
minister of Newport, Rhode Island: 
 

“That a God of infinite Goodness can (through atonement) have mercy on whom He will, 
consistent with the honor of His law and Government and all of His perfections, is a much better 
ground of hope than the denial of self-love.”19 

 
SAMUEL ADAMS 

 
On November 20, 1772, in the section of The Rights of the Colonists entitled, "The Rights of the 

Colonist as Men," Samuel Adams declared: 
 

“As neither reason requires nor religion permits the contrary, every man living in or out of a 
state of civil society has a right peaceably and quietly to worship God according to the dictates of his 
own conscience. 

“‘Just and true liberty, equal and impartial liberty,’ in matters spiritual and temporal, is a 
thing that all men are clearly entitled to by the eternal and immutable laws of God and nature, as well 
as by the law of nations and all well-grounded municipal laws, which must have their foundation in 
the former.20 

 
On November 20, 1772, in the section of The Rights of the Colonists  entitled, "The Rights of the 

Colonist as Christians," Samuel Adams declared: 
 

“The right to freedom being the gift of God Almighty, the rights of the Colonists as 
Christians may best be understood by reading and carefully studying the institutions of The Great Law 
Giver and the Head of the Christian Church, which are to be found clearly written and promulgated in 
the New Testament”21 

 
ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE 
 

Alexis de Tocqueville (July 29, 1805-April 16, 1859) was a French statesman, historian and social 
philosopher. He arrived in New York, May 11, 1831, with Gustave de Beaumont, and began a nine month tour 
of the country for the purpose of observing the American prison system, the people and American institutions. 
His two-part work, which was published in 1835 and 1840, was entitled Democracy in America.  It has been 
described as ‘the most comprehensive and penetrating analysis of the relationship between character and 
society in America that has ever been written.’22 In it, Alexis de Tocqueville related: 
 

“Each sect adores the Deity in its own peculiar manner, but all sects preach the same moral 
law in the name of God….Moreover, all the sects of the United States are comprised within the great 
unity of Christianity, and Christian morality is everywhere the same.”23 

 
DANIEL WEBSTER 
 

Daniel Webster (January 18, 1782-October 24, 1852) had a political career which spanned almost four 
decades. Considered one of the greatest orators in American history, he served as Secretary of State for 
President William Henry Harrison, President John Tyler and President Millard Fillmore; was elected U.S. 
Senator, 1827; elected U.S. Representative, 1822; practiced law in Boston, 1816; elected U.S. Representative, 
1812; admitted to the bar, 1805; and graduated from Dartmouth College, 1801. By a resolution of the Senate, 
Daniel Webster was esteemed as one of the five greatest senators in U.S. history.24 
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Daniel Webster stated: 
 

“If there is anything in my thoughts or style to commend, the credit is due to my parents for 
instilling in me an early love of the Scriptures. If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our 
country will go on prospering and to prosper; If we and our posterity shall be true to the Christian 
religion, if we and they shall live always in the fear of God and shall respect His Commandments...we 
may have the highest hopes of the future fortunes of our country;...  

“But if we and our posterity neglect religious instruction and authority; violate the rules of 
eternal justice, trifle with the injunctions of morality, and recklessly destroy the political constitution 
which holds us together, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury all 
our glory in profound obscurity.”25 

 
WILLIAM MCGUFFEY 

 
William Holmes McGuffey (September 23, 1800-May 4, 1873) was an American educator. He was 

the president of Ohio University, professor at the University of Virginia and the department chairman at the 
Miami University of Ohio. He was responsible for forming the first teachers' association in that part of the 
nation. 

Considered the "Schoolmaster of the Nation," McGuffey published the first edition of his McGuffey's 
Reader in 1836. This book was the mainstay in public education in America till 1920. As of 1963, 125 million 
copies had been sold, making it one of the most widely used and influential textbooks of all times. Millions of 
American children learned to read and write from it. 

In the foreword of McGuffey's Reader, 1836, William H. McGuffey wrote: 
 

“The Ten Commandments and the teachings of Jesus are not only basic but plenary.”26 
 

“The Christian religion is the religion of our country. From it are derived our prevalent 
notions of the character of God, the great moral governor of the universe. On its doctrines are founded 
the peculiarities of our free institutions.”27 

 
MARK TWAIN 
 

In the response to criticism of the authenticity of the Bible, Mark Twain remarked: 
 

“If the Ten Commandments were not written by Moses, then they were written by another 
fellow of the same name.”28 

 
WILLIAM MCKINLEY 
 

Twenty-fifth U.S. President William McKinley stated in his First Inaugural Address, Thursday, March 4, 1897: 
 

“Our faith teaches that there is no safer reliance than upon the God of our fathers, who has so 
singularly favored the American people in every national trial, and who will not forsake us so long as 
we obey His commandments and walk humbly in His footsteps....”29 

 
ALFRED E. SMITH 
 

Alfred Emanuel Smith (December 30, 1873-October 4, 1944) was the four-term Governor of New 
York, 1919-21, 1923-29; and the Democratic Presidential candidate in 1928. He had also served as an 
Assemblyman in the New York State Legislature, 1903; Sheriff of New York City, 1915-17; and leader of the 
American Liberty League, 1939-44. Alfred E. Smith, a Catholic, came under attack during his campaign for 
the Presidency. He responded in May of 1927: 

 
“I am unable to understand how anything I was taught to believe as a Catholic could possibly 

be in conflict with what is good citizenship. The essence of my faith is built upon the Commandments 
of God. The law of the land is built on the Commandments of God. There can be no conflict between 
them.”30 

 
HERBERT HOOVER 
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On September 17, 1935, in San Diego, California, Herbert Hoover expressed: 
 

“Our Constitution is not alone the working plan of a great Federation of States under 
representative government. There is embedded in it also the vital principles of the American system of 
liberty. That system is based upon certain inalienable freedoms and protections which in no event the 
government may infringe and which we call the Bill of Rights. 

“It does not require a lawyer to interpret those provisions. They are as clear as the Ten 
Commandments.”31 

 
CECIL B. DEMILLE 
 

Cecil Blount DeMille (August 12, 1881-January 21, 1959), was an American motion-picture producer 
and director. He was know for the originality and accuracy of his epic productions, which utilized spectacular 
crowd scenes and special effects. His best-known films include: Cleopatra ; Union Pacific ; The Crusades ; The 
Sign of the Cross ; Autobiography; The King of Kings  1927; Samson and Delilah  1949; The Ten 
Commandments  1923, remade 1956; and The Greatest Show on Earth,  for which he won the 1952 Academy 
Award for best film. 

Born in Ashfield, Massachusetts, Cecil B. DeMille was educated at Pennsylvania Military Academy 
and at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. He worked as an actor for several years, wrote two plays, and 
from 1936 to 1945 produced numerous radio programs. His niece, Agnes de Mille (born 1909), was well-
known for her choreography of the films and musicals: Oklahoma!  (1943); Paint Your Wagons  (1951); 
Carousel  (1945); and Rodeo  (1942). 

In 1956, at the New York opening of the film The Ten Commandments, Cecil B. DeMille stated: 
 

“The Ten Commandments are not the laws. They are THE LAW. Man has made 32 million 
laws since the Commandments were handed down to Moses on Mount Sinai more than three thousand 
years ago, but he has never improved on God's law. The Ten Commandments are the principles by 
which man may live with God and man may live with man. They are the expressions of the mind of 
God for His creatures. They are the charter and guide of human liberty, for there can be no liberty 
without the law.... 

“What I hope for our production of The Ten Commandments is that those who see it shall 
come from the theater not only entertained and filled with the sight of a big spectacle, but filled with 
the spirit of truth. That it will bring to its audience a better understanding of the real meaning of this 
pattern of life that God has set down for us to follow.”32 

 
HARRY S TRUMAN 
 

On February 15, 1950, at 10:05 a.m., President Harry S. Truman addressed the Attorney General's 
Conference on Law Enforcement Problems in the Department of Justice Auditorium, Washington. DC. In 
speaking to the organizations present, which included the Department Of Justice, the National Association of 
Attorneys, the U.S. Conference of Lawyers, and the National Institute of Municipal Law Officers, President 
Truman admonished: 
 

“The fundamental basis of this nation's laws was given to Moses on the Mount. The 
fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teachings we get from Exodus and St. 
Matthew, from Isaiah and St. Paul.  

“I don't think we emphasize that enough these days. If we don't have a proper fundamental 
moral background, we will finally end up with a totalitarian government which does not believe in 
rights for anybody except the State!33 

 
CONRAD HILTON 

 
Conrad Nicholson Hilton (December 25, 1887-January 3, 1979) was founder of the Hilton Hotel 

chain. After having served in World War I, he was involved in the banking business, and his father's mercantile 
concerns. In 1919, he purchased his first hotel in Cisco, Texas, which began his world-impacting career. 

On May 7, 1952, Conrad Hilton gave an address, entitled, A Battle for Peace: 
 

“OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN: 
“WE PRAY that YOU save us from ourselves. 
“The world that YOU have made for us, to live in peace, 
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“We have made into an armed camp. 
“We live in fear of war to come. 
“We are afraid of ‘the terror that flies by night, and the arrow that flies by day,  
the pestilence that walks in darkness and the destruction that wastes at noon-day.’ 
“We have turned from YOU to go our selfish way. 
“We have broken YOUR Commandments and denied YOUR truth. 
“We have left YOUR altars to serve the false gods of money and pleasure and power. 
“FORGIVE US AND HELP US”34 

 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
 

In 1954, Thirty-fourth U.S.President Dwight David Eisenhower, said: 
 

“The purpose of a devout and united people was set forth in the pages of The Bible... (1) to 
live in freedom, (2) to work in a prosperous land...and (3) to obey the commandments of God.... This 
Biblical story of the Promised land inspired the founders of America. It continues to inspire us.”35 

 
RONALD REAGAN 
 

In 1973, as Governor of California, Ronald Reagan stated: 
 

“With freedom goes responsibility. Sir Winston Churchill once said you can have 10,000 
regulations and still not have respect for the law. We might start with the Ten Commandments. If we 
lived by the Golden Rule, there would be no need for other laws.”36 
 
In 1974, as Governor of California, Ronald Reagan stated: 
 

“If a bureaucrat had been writing the Ten Commandments, a simple rock slab would not have 
been near enough room. Those simple rules would have read: ‘Thou Shalt Not, unless you feel 
strongly to the contrary, or for the following stated exceptions, see paragraphs 1-10 subsection #A.’”37 
 
On March 8, 1982, at the annual Washington Policy Meeting of the National Association of 

Manufacturers, fortieth U.S. President Ronald Reagan stated: 
 

“The Lord's Prayer contains 57 words. Lincoln's Gettysburg Address has 266 words. The Ten 
Commandments are presented in just 297 words, and the Declaration of Independence has only 300 
words. And...an Agriculture Department order setting the price of cabbage has 26,911 words.”38 

 
On January 31, 1983, at the annual convention of the National Religious Broadcasters, President 

Ronald Reagan stated: 
 

“I read in the Washington Post about a young woman named Victoria. She's with child, and 
she said, ‘In this society we save whales, we save timber wolves and bald eagles and Coke bottles. 
Yet everyone wanted me to throw away my baby.’ Well, Victoria's story has a happy ending. Her 
baby will be born. Victoria has received assistance from a Christian couple, and from Sav-A-Life, a 
new Dallas group run by Jim McKee.... They're living the meaning of the two great commandments: 
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might’ and 
‘Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself.’”39 

 
On March 8, 1983, at the National Association of Evangelicals in Orlando, Florida, President Reagan 

stated: 
“One recent survey by a Washington-based research council concluded that Americans were 

far more religious than the people of other nations. Ninety-five percent of those surveyed expressed a 
belief in God. A huge majority believed the Ten Commandments had real meaning in their lives.”40 

 
On May 6, 1983, at the annual banquet of the National Rifle Association, Phoenix, Arizona, President  

Ronald Reagan stated: 
 

“Standing up for America also means standing up for the God who has blessed this land. If 
we could just keep remembering that Moses brought down from the mountain the Ten 
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Commandments, not ten suggestions - and if those of us who live for the Lord could remember that 
He wants us to love our Lord and our neighbor, then there's no limit to the problems we could solve or 
the mountains we could together as a mighty force for good.”41 

 
ROBERT BYRD 
 

On June 27, 1962, Senator Robert Byrd delivered a message in Congress just two days after the 
Supreme Court declared prayer in schools unconstitutional: 

 
“Above the head of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court are the Ten Commandments, with 

the great American eagle protecting them. Moses is included among the great lawgivers in Herman A 
MacNeil's marble sculpture group on the east front. The crier who opens each session closes with the 
words, ‘God save the United States and this Honorable Court.’”42 

 
MARGARET THATCHER 
 

Margaret Hilda Thatcher (b.October 13, 1925) became the first woman Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom, 1979; after succeeding Robert Heath as the Conservative leader, 1975. She had worked as a research 
chemist before becoming a barrister and entering Parliament in 1959. She had served as minister of pensions 
and national insurance, 1961; opposition spokesman on education, 1969; and secretary of state for education 
and science, 1970. In her administration as Prime Minister, she instituted cuts in government spending, and 
regained control of the Falkland Islands, 1982. On February 5, 1996, Margaret Thatcher stated: 
 

“The Decalogue [Ten Commandments] are addressed to each and every person. This is the 
origin of our common humanity and of the sanctity of the individual. Each one has a duty to try to 
carry out those commandments… 

“If you accept freedom, you've got to have principles about the responsibility. You can't do 
this without a biblical foundation. Your Founding Fathers came over with that. They came over with 
the doctrines of the New Testament as well as the Old. They looked after one another, not only as a 
matter of necessity, but as a matter of duty to their God. There is no other country in the world which 
started that way.”43 

 
WILLIAM GRAHAM 
 

The United States Congress, Thursday, May 2, 1996, during the celebration of the National Day of 
Prayer, presented Dr. Billy Graham, and his wife Ruth, with the distinguished Congressional Gold Medal. This 
award, having been given to only 263 individuals in the history of the United States, is the highest honor which 
can be bestowed on an American citizen, the first recipient being President George Washington. Dr. Graham, 
who has the unique distingtion of having personnally counseled every President since Harry S. Truman, stated 
in his acceptance speech, entitled "The Hope for America": 

 
“We must commit our lives to God, and to the moral and spiritual truths that have made this 

nation great. Think how different our nation would be if we sought to follow the simple and yet 
profound injunctions of the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount.”44 

 
FOB JAMES 
 

Forrest Hood "Fob" James, Jr. (b.September 15, 1934) was the Governor of Alabama, 1978-82; 
reelected 1994. He graduated from Auburn University, 1955; served as lieutenant in the U.S. Army, 1957-58; 
founder and chairman of Diversified Products Corporation, 1962-78; is active in the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, Boy Scouts of America, Alabama Saftey Council, Junior Achievement, Future Farmers of 
America, Young President's Organization; Alabama Road Builders Association, American Legion, Spade 
Honor Society; and Alpha Sigma Epsilon. 

On Wednesday, February 5, 1997, Governor Fob James threatened to call out the National Guard to 
prevent those who were endeavoring to remove the Ten Commandments display from a Gadsden courtroom 
and prohibit the opening of court sessions with traditional invocations: 

 
“The only way those Ten Commandments and prayer would be stripped from that courtroom 

is with the force of arms.”45 
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CONGRESS 
 
In the United States Congress, August 11, 1992, U.S. Representative Nick Joe Rahall II introduced 

legislation in the 102nd Congress to declare November 22 through November 28, 1992, as "America's 
Christian Heritage Week." (Reintroduce in the 103rd Congress as Christian Heritage Resolution, H.J. 113). As 
recorded in the Congressional Record, Vol 138, No. 1, Washington, Wednesday, August 12, 1992, the 
legislation reads: 

 
“There is no better place than this great land of America for people to embrace and declare 

that our trust is in God, and that we look to His commandments and teachings for values that fortify 
and give direction to our families.”46 

 
 
SUPREME COURT 
 

United States Supreme Court (1973), in the case of Anderson v. Salt Lake City Corp, 475 F. 2d 29, 
33, 34 (10th Cir. 1973), cert. denied, 414 U.S. 879, stated: 

 
“But this creed does not include any element of coercion concerning these beliefs unless one 

considers it coercive to look upon the Ten Commandments. Although they are in plain view, no one is 
required to read or recite them. 

“It does not seem reasonable to require removal of a passive monument, involving no 
compulsion, because its accepted precepts, as a foundation for law, reflect the religious nature of an 
ancient era.”47 

 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

United States District Court (1983), Western District of Virginia, in the case of Crockett v. Sorenson,  
568 F.Supp. 1422, 1425-1430 (W.D. Va. 1983), stated: 

 
“Further, biblical influences pervade many specific areas of the law. The ‘good Samaritan’ 

laws use a phrase lifted directly out of one of Jesus' parables. The concept of the ‘fertile 
octogenarian,’ applicable to the law of wills and trusts, is in a large part derived from the book of 
Genesis where we are told that Sarah, the wife of the patriarch Abraham, gave birth to Isaac when she 
was ‘past age.’ In addition, the Ten Commandments have had immeasurable effect on Anglo-
American legal development.”48 

 
 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gives the definition: 
 

COMMANDMENT, n. 
1.  A command; a mandate; an order or injunction given by authority; charge; precept. 
Why do ye transgress the commandment of God.  Matt. 15. 
This is the first and great commandment.  Matt.  22. 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another.  John 13. 
2.  By way of eminence, a precept of the decalogue, or moral law, written on tables of stone, at Mount 
Sinai; one of the ten commandments.  Ex. 34. 
3.  Authority; coercive power. 

 
 With all the discussion over the Ten Commandments, it is necessary to find out just what they are, examine 
them one by one, and see what influence each of them had on America’s founders, leaders and the system of 
government. 
 
COMMANDMENTS 
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 The Ten Commandments can be found in two places in the Scriptures, in the Book of Exodus, chapter 20, 
versus 2-17, and the Book of Deuteronomy, chapter 5, versus 6-21: 
 

I. I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

 
II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. 

 
III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
 
IV. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 

But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, 
and hallowed it. 

 
V. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord 

thy God giveth thee. 
 
VI. Thou shalt not kill. 
 
VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
 
VIII. Thou shalt not steal. 
 
IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
 
X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 

manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 
 
 
 
I. THE FIRST COMMANDMENT  
 

“I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” – Ex. 20:2-3, Deut 5:6-7 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gives the definition: 
 

GOD, n. 
1.  The Supreme Being; Jehovah; the eternal and infinite spirit, the creator, and the sovereign of the 
universe. 
 God is a spirit; and they that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in truth.  John 4. 
2.  A false god; a heathen deity; an idol. 
 Fear not the gods of the Amorites. Judges 6. 
3.  A prince; a ruler; a magistrate or judge; an angel.  Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the 
ruler of thy people. 
Ex. 22.  Ps.97. 
[Gods here is a bad translation.] 
4.  Any person or thing exalted too much in estimation, or deified and honored as the chief good. 
 Whose god is their belly.  Phil.3. 
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The belief in a monotheistic God is so basic to America that it is almost unnecessary to discuss. We 

have to look no further than our National Coinage, National Currency, National Motto, National Anthem, 
Pledge of Allegiance, Inaugural Addresses, State Constitutions, the wall above the chair of the Speaker of the 
House, National Monuments, National Day of Thanksgiving Proclamations, etc., to see examples: 
 
THE NATIONAL COINAGE 
 

In a Memorial Address for President Lincoln, April 24, 1865, Speaker of the House Schuyler Colfax 
stated: 

 
“Nor should I forget to mention here that the last act of Congress ever signed by him was one 

requiring that the motto, in which he sincerely believed, "In God We Trust," should hereafter be 
inscribed upon all our national coin.”49 
 
Salmon Portland Chase was the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury under President Lincoln. He served as 

the Governor of Ohio, a U.S. Senator and was appointed by President Abraham Lincoln as Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. He was a strong opponent of slavery, defending so many escaped slaves when he first started 
practicing law that he was given the nickname "Attorney-General of Fugitive Slaves." 

 
On November 20, 1861, Secretary of the Treasury Salmon Portland Chase wrote to the Director of the 

Mint in Philadelphia: 
 

“Dear Sir, 
“No nation can be strong except in the strength of God or safe except in His defense. The 

trust of our people in God should be declared on our national coins. 
“You will cause a device to be prepared without unnecessary delay with a motto expressing 

in the fewest and tersest words possible this national recognition. 
“Yours truly, 
“(Sgd). S.P. Chase”50 

 
On December 9, 1863, Secretary of the Treasury Salmon Portland Chase, wrote to the Director of the 

Mint, James Pollock: 
 

“I approve your mottos, only suggesting that on that with the Washington obverse, the motto 
should begin with the word ‘Our,’ so as to read: 

‘Our God and our Country.’ And on that with the shield, it should be changed so as to read: 
‘In God We Trust.’”51 
 
On March 3, 1865, the Congress of the United States of America approved the Treasury Secretary 

Salmon Portland Chase's instruction to the U.S. mint to prepare a "device" to inscribe U.S. coins with the 
motto: 

 
“In God We Trust.”52 

 
THE NATIONAL CURRENCY 

 
In 1955, the Congress of the United States passed a bill, signed by President Eisenhower, providing 

that all U.S. currency should bear the words "In God We Trust."53 
 

THE NATIONAL MOTTO 
 
On October 30, 1949, in a radio address, President Harry S. Truman stated: 
 

“When the United States was established, its coins bore witness to the American faith in a 
benevolent deity. The motto then was ‘In God We Trust.’ That is still our motto and we, as a people, 
still place our firm trust in God.”54 
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The United States Congress, July 20, 1956, in the 84th Congress, 2nd session, adopted House Joint 
Resolution 396, introduced by Rep. Charles E. Bennett (FL), providing that the national motto of the United 
States of America officially be “In God We Trust”: 

 
84th Congress, 2nd Session, H.J. 396; 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
April 18 (legislative day, April 9,) 1956 
Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
Joint Resolution 
To establish a national motto of the United States. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
Assembled, That the national motto of the United States is hereby declared to be "In God We Trust." 
Passed the House of Representatives April 16, 1956. 
Attest: Ralph R. Roberts, Clerk.55 
 
On March 19, 1981, in a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer, President Ronald Reagan stated: 
 

“Our Nation's motto – ‘In God We Trust’ - was not chosen lightly. It reflects a basic 
recognition that there is a divine authority in the universe to which this nation owes homage.”56 

 
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

 
The United States Congress, March 3, 1931, in the 71st Congress adopted The Star Spangled Banner  

as our National Anthem, 36 U.S.C. Sec.170, (H.R. 14; Public, No. 823; Session III, Chap. 436.): 
 

“1508 Seventy-First Congress. Sess. III. Chs. 436, 437. 1931. 
“Chap. 436. - An Act To make The Star-Spangled Banner the national anthem of the United 

States of America. 
“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the composition consisting of the words and music known as The Star-
Spangled Banner is designated the national anthem of the United States of America. 

“Approved March 3, 1931.”57 
 

This anthem was written by Francis Scott Key, September 14, 1814, at the Battle of Fort McHenry 
during the War of 1812. The fourth verse is as follows: 

 
“O! thus be it ever when free men shall stand 
“Between their loved home and the war's desolation; 
“Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the Heav'n-rescued land 
“Praise the Pow'r that hath made and preserved us a nation! 
“Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just; 
“And this be our motto, "In God is our trust!" 
“And the star spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
“O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!”58 

 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
The Unites States Congress, June 14, 1954, approved the Joint Resolution 243 (Public Law 83-396), 

which added the words "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance.  (The Pledge was initially adopted by the 79th 
Congress on December 28, 1945, as Public Law 287.): 

 
“Public Law 396; Chapter 297; 
“Joint Resolution 
“To amend the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 
“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That section 7 of the joint resolution entitled "Joint resolution to codify and 
emphasize existing rules and customs pertaining to the display and use of the flag of the United States 
of America," approved June 22, 1942, as amended (36 U.S.C., sec. 172), is amended to read as 
follows: 

 14



“Sec. 7. The following is designated as the pledge of allegiance to the flag: 'I pledge 
allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.' Such pledge should be rendered by 
standing with the right hand over the heart. However, civilians will always show full respect to the 
flag when the pledge is given by merely standing at attention, men removing the headdress. Persons in 
uniform shall render the military salute. 

“Approved June 14, 1954.”59 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was written in 1892 by a Baptist minister from Boston named Francis 

Bellamy, who was ordained in the Baptist Church of Little Falls, New York. He was a member of the staff of 
The Youth's Companion, which first published the Pledge on September 8, 1892, in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Public-school children first recited it during the National School Celebration on the 400th anniversary of 
Columbus' discovery of America, October 12, 1892, at the dedication of the 1892 Chicago World's Fair. The 
words "under God" were taken from Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, "...that this nation, under God, 
shall have a new birth..."60 

 
On June 14, 1954, President Eisenhower signed it into law: 
 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which 
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”61 
 
President Eisenhower gave his support to the Congressional Act, which added the phrase "under God" 

to the Pledge of Allegiance, saying: 
 

“In this way we are reaffirming the transcendence of religious faith in America's heritage and 
future; in this way we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons which forever will be our 
country's most powerful resource in peace and war.”62 
 
President Eisenhower then stood on the steps of the Capitol Building and recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance for the first time with the phrase, "one Nation under God."63 
 
In 1979, a publication approved by and printed under authority of Congress entitled The Capitol - A 

Pictorial History of the Capitol and of the Congress  (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 
1979), p. 24, rendered the following comments regarding the pledge: 

 
“This pledge attests what has been true about America from the beginning. Faith in the 

transcendent, sovereign God was in the public philosophy - the American consensus. America's story 
opened with the first words of the Bible, In the beginning God.... We are truthfully one nation under 
God "and our institutions presuppose a Divine Being," wrote Justice William O. Douglas in 1966. 

“Only a nation founded on theistic pre-supposition would adopt a first amendment to ensure 
the free exercise of all religions or of none. The government would be neutral among the many 
denominations and no one church would become the state church. But America and its institutions of 
government could not be neutral about God.”64 

 
INAUGURAL ADDRESSES 
 
 Every President swore into office with their hand upon a Bible, ended their oath with the phrase “So 
help me, God,” and acknowledged God in their address upon assuming office: 
 
George Washington, 1st, “that Almighty Being who rules over the universe” 
John Adams, 2nd, “that Being who is supreme over all, the Patron of Order, the Fountain of Justice” 
Thomas Jefferson, 3rd, “that Being in whose hands we are, who led our forefathers, as Israel of old” 
James Madison, 4th, “that Almighty Being whose power regulates the destiny of nations” 
James Monroe, 5th, “with a firm reliance on the protection of Almighty God” 
John Quincy Adams, 6th, “knowing that ‘Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh in vain’” 
Andrew Jackson, 7th, “my fervent prayer to that Almighty Being before whom I now stand” 
Martin Van Buren, 8th, “that Divine Being whose strengthening support I humbly solicit” 
William Henry Harrison, 9th, “the Beneficent Creator has made no distinction amongst men” 
John Tyler, 10th, “the all-wise and all-powerful Being who made me” 
James Polk, 11th, “in their worship of the Almighty according to the dictates of their own conscience” 
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Zachary Taylor, 12th, “to which the goodness of Divine Providence has conducted our common country” 
Millard Fillmore, 13th, “it has pleased Almighty God to remove from this life Zachary Taylor” 
Franklin Pierce, 14th, “humble, acknowledged dependence upon God and His overruling providence” 
James Buchanan, 15th, “In entering upon this great office I must humbly invoke the God of our fathers” 
Abraham Lincoln, 16th, “Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes His aid” 
Andrew Johnson, 17th, “grief on earth which can only be assuaged by communion with the Father in heaven” 
Ulysses S. Grant, 18th, “I do believe that our Great Maker is preparing the world, in His own good time” 
Rutherford B. Hayes, 19th, “guidance of that Divine Hand by which the destinies of nations and individuals” 
James Garfield, 20th, “their fathers' God that the Union was preserved, that slavery was overthrown” 
Chester Arthur, 21st, “I assume the trust imposed by the Constitution, relying for aid on Divine Guidance” 
Grover Cleveland, 22nd, “the power and goodness of Almighty God who presides over the destiny of nations” 
Benjamin Harrison, 23rd, “invoke and confidently extend the favor and help of Almighty God - that He will” 
Grover Cleveland, 24th, “I know there is a Supreme Being who rules the affairs of men and whose goodness” 
William McKinley, 25th, “Our faith teaches that there is no safer reliance than upon the God of our fathers” 
Theodore Roosevelt, 26th, “with gratitude to the Giver of Good who has blessed us with the conditions which” 
Howard Taft, 27th, “support of my fellow-citizens and the aid of the Almighty God in the discharge of my” 
Woodrow Wilson, 28th, “I pray God I may be given the wisdom and the prudence to do my duty” 
Warren G. Harding, 29th, “that passage of Holy Writ wherein it is asked: "What doth the Lord require of thee” 
Calvin Coolidge, 30th, “Divine origin. She cherishes no purpose save to merit the favor of Almighty God” 
Herbert Hoover, 31st, “I beg your tolerance, your aid, and your cooperation. I ask the help of Almighty God” 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd, “In this dedication of a nation we humbly ask the blessing of God” 
Harry S. Truman, 33rd, “all men are created equal because they are created in the image of God” 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th, “I ask that you bow your heads. Almighty God, as we stand here at this moment” 
John F. Kennedy, 35th, “the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God” 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th, “the judgement of God is harshest on those who are most favored” 
Richard M. Nixon, 37th, “as all are born equal in dignity before God, all are born equal in dignity before man” 
Gerald Ford, 38th, “to uphold the Constitution, to do what is right as God gives me to see the right” 
Jimmy Carter, 39th, “what does the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk” 
Ronald Reagan, 40th, “one people under God, dedicated to the dream of freedom that He has placed in the” 
George Bush, 41st, “Heavenly Father, we bow our heads and thank You for Your love.” 
Bill Clinton, 42nd, “with God's help, we must answer the call.” 
George W. Bush, 43rd, “this story’s Author, Who fills time and eternity with His purpose.” 
 
STATE CONSTITUTIONS 
 
 Every one of the fifty State Constitutions acknowledge God: 
 
Alabama, 1901, Preamble…invoking the favor and guidance of Almighty God, do ordain and establish the following65 
Alaska, 1956, Preamble. We, the people of Alaska, grateful to God and to those who founded our nation66 
Arizona, 1911, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty God for our liberties67 
Arkansas, 1874, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God for the68 
California, 1879, Preamble. We, the People of the State of California, grateful to Almighty God for our69 
Colorado, 1876, Preamble. We, the people of Colorado, with profound reverence for the Supreme Ruler of70 
Connecticut, 1818, Preamble…acknowledging with gratitude the good Providence of God in permitting them71 
Delaware, 1897, Preamble. Through Divine Goodness all men have, by nature, the rights of worshipping72 
Florida, 1885, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Florida, grateful to Almighty God for our73 
Georgia, 1777, Preamble. We, the people of Georgia, relying upon protection and guidance of Almighty God74 
Hawaii, 1959, Preamble. We, the people of Hawaii, Grateful for Divine Guidance...establish this75 
Idaho, 1889, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom76 
Illinois, 1870, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Illinois, grateful to Almighty God for the civil77 
Indiana, 1851, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Indiana, grateful to Almighty God for the free78 
Iowa, 1857, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Iowa, grateful to the Supreme Being for the blessings79 
Kansas, 1859, Preamble. We, the people of Kansas, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious80 
Kentucky, 1891, Preamble. We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful to Almighty God for81 
Louisiana, 1921, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Louisiana, grateful to Almighty God for the civil82 
Maine, 1820, Preamble..with grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording83 
Maryland, 1776, Preamble. We, the people of the state of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for our civil84 
Massachusetts, 1780, Preamble…with grateful hearts, the goodness of the great Legislator of the Universe85 
Michigan, 1908, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the bless86 
Minnesota, 1857, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil87 
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Mississippi, 1890, Preamble…the people of Mississippi in convention assembled, grateful to Almighty God88 
Missouri, 1945, Preamble…with profound reverence for the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, and grateful for89 
Montana, 1889, Preamble. We, the people of Montana, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of liberty90 
Nebraska, 1875, Preamble. We, the people, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom...establish this91 
Nevada, 1864, Preamble. We the people of the State of Nevada, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom92 
New Hampshire, 1792, Part I.I.V. Every individual has a natural and unalienable right to worship God 93 
New Jersey, 1844, Preamble. We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to Almighty God for94 
New Mexico, 1911, Preamble. We, the People of New Mexico, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings95 
New York, 1846, Preamble. We, the people of the State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our96 
North Carolina, 1868, Preamble. We the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God97 
North Dakota, 1889, Preamble. We, the people of North Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings98 
Ohio, 1852, Preamble. We the people of the state of Ohio, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom99 
Oklahoma, 1907, Preamble. Invoking the guidance of Almighty God, in order to secure and perpetuate100 
Oregon, 1857, Bill of Rights, I. 2. All men shall be secure in the Natural right, to worship Almighty God101 
Pennsylvania, 1776, Preamble. We, the people of Pennsylvania, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings102 
Rhode Island, 1842, Preamble…State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, grateful to Almighty God103 
South Carolina, 1778, Preamble. We, the people of the State of South Carolina...grateful to God for our104 
South Dakota, 1889, Preamble. We, the people of South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for our civil105 
Tennessee, 1796, Art. XI.III. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God106 
Texas, 1845, Preamble..Republic of Texas, acknowledging, with gratitude, the grace and beneficence of God107 
Utah, 1896, Preamble. Grateful to Almighty God for life and liberty, we...establish this Constitution.108 
Vermont, 1777, Preamble..natural rights, and other blessings which the Author of existence has bestowed on109 
Virginia, 1776, Bill of Rights, XVI…Religion, or the Duty which we owe our Creator, and the Manner of110 
Washington, 1889, Preamble…of the State of Washington, grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for111 
West Virginia, 1872, Preamble…of this Constitution, reaffirm our faith in and constant reliance upon God112 
Wisconsin, 1848, Preamble. We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom113 
Wyoming, 1890, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Wyoming, grateful to God for our civil114 
 
GEORGE WASHINGTON  

 
Did the first of the Ten Commandments have an influence on the founders? Did the founders believe 

in one God? Was that one God the God of the Ten Commandments? Below are examinations of some of 
promenient leaders. 

 
George Washington was a Colonel in the Virginia Militia and fought alongside of British General 

Edward Braddock during the French and Indian War. He was justice of Fairfax County and a member of the 
Virginia House of Burgesses. He was a delegate to the First and Second Continental Congresses. He was 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. He was President of the Constitutional Convention where the 
U.S. Constitution was formulated, and he was the first President of the United States. Considered the most 
popular man in the Colonies, George Washington was described by Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee in his now 
famous tribute, "First in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen." 

 
The son of Augustine Washington and his second wife, Mary Ball, George Washington was also a 

descendant of King John of England, and nine of the twenty-five Baron Sureties of the Magna Carta. His great-
great grandfather, Rev. Lawrence Washington, was a clergyman in the Church of England. His great-
grandfather, John Washington, moved to America in 1657, and helped found a parish in Virginia. 

In his Last Will and Testament,  John Washington left a gift to the church of a tablet with the Ten 
Commandments, on which he inscribed his testimony: 

 
“Being heartily sorry from the bottome of my hart for my sins past, most humbly desiring 

forgiveness of the same from the Almighty God (my Saviour) and Redeemer, in whom and by the 
merits of Jesus Christ, I trust and believe assuredly to be saved, and to have full remission and 
forgiveness of all my sins.”115 
 
In addition to being a political leader, George Washington was also an active participant in the 

Episcopal Church. On January 6, 1759, George Washington was married to Martha Dandridge Custis by Rev. 
David Mossom, rector of Saint Peter's Episcopal Church, New Kent County, Virginia. 
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After having settled at Mount Vernon, George Washington became one of the twelve vestrymen in the 
Truro Parish, which included the Pohick Church, the Falls Church, and the Alexandria Church. The old vestry 
book of Pohick Church contained the entry: 

 
“At a Vestry held for Truro Parish, October 25, 1762, ordered, that George Washington, Esq. 

be chosen and appointed one of the Vestry-men of this Parish, in the room of William Peake, Gent. 
deceased.”116 
 
On February 15, 1763, the Fairfax County Court recorded: 
 

“George Washington, Esq. took the oath according to Law, repeated and subscribed the Test 
and subscribed to the Doctrine and Discipline of the Church of England in order to qualify him to act 
as a Vestryman of Truro Parish.”117 
 
In his diary, George Washington recorded his attendance at numerous Church and Vestry meetings: 
 
1768 - May 8th - Went to Church from Colonel Bassett's. 
May 22d - Went to Church at Nomini. 
May 29th - Church at St. Paul's. 
June 5th - to Church at Alexandria. 
June 12th - at Pohick. 
July 16th - Went by Muddy Hole and Dog Run to the vestry at Pohick Church – stayed there till after 
3 o'clock and only four members coming, returned by Captain McCartys and dined there. 
August - Nomini in Westmoreland. 
September 9th - proceeded [through Alexandria] to the meeting of our Vestry at the new Church 
[Payne's] and lodged at Captain Edward Payne's. 
Nov. 15th - at Pohick. 
Nov. 28th - Went to Vestry at Pohick Church. 
1769 - March 3rd - Went to the Vestry at Pohick Church and returned at 11 o'clock at night. 
Sept. 23rd - Captain Posey called here in the morning and we went to a Vestry. 
1772 - June 5th - Met the Vestry at our new Church [Payne's] and came home in the afternoon. 
1774 - Feb. 15th - I went to a Vestry at the new Church [Payne's] and returned in the afternoon. 
Sept. 25th - Went to Quaker meeting in the forenoon, and to St. Peter's in the afternoon; dined at my 
lodgings. 
Oct. 2d - Went to Church, dined at the new tavern. 
Oct. 9th - Went to the Presbyterian meeting in the afternoon; dined at Bevan's. 
Oct. 16th - Went to Christ Church in the morning; after which rode to and dined at the Province 
Island; supped at Byrn's.”118 
 
President James Madison stated: 
 

“Washington was constant in the observance of worship, according to the received forms of 
the Episcopal Church.”119 
 
Being in communion with the Anglican Church, serving for over twenty years as a vestryman 

(trustee), and on at least three different occasions serving as churchwarden, Washington would have regularly 
been at church services and repeated the Apostle's Creed, which begins with a reference to the first of the Ten 
Commandments: 

 
“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth…”120 
 
Washington referred to God in the following terms: 
 
“The Almighty” (Letter to the Hebrew Congregations of Philadelphia, Newport, Charlestown and 
Richmond January 1790)121 
“Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of nations and whose 
providential aids can supply every human defect” (Inaugural Address, New York City, New York, 
April 30, 1789)122 
“Almighty Father” (From headquarters near the Hudson River, June 1779)123 
“Almighty God” (Orders to his troops, May 15, 1776)124 
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“Almighty and Merciful Sovereign of the Universe” (from Philadelphia, letter to the Emperor of 
Germany May 15, 1796)125 
“Almighty Ruler of the Universe” (Orders from Valley Forge, May 5, 1778)126 
“The Author of All Good” (Seventh Annual Message to Congress, Tuesday, December 8, 1795)127 
“Divine Author of life and felicity” (To Episcopal Bishop William White, Rev. Ashabel Green, 
D.D., and twenty-three other clergymen of Philadelphia, March 3, 1797)128 
“Divine Author of our blessed religion” (From his headquarters at Newburgh, New York, Circular 
Letter Addressed to the Governors of all the States on Disbanding the Army, June 14, 1783)129 
“Great Author of all the care and good that have been extended in relieving us in difficulties” 
(From his headquarters at Valley Forge to Landon Carter May 30, 1778)130 
“Great Author of every public and private good” (Inaugural Address, New York City, New York, 
April 30, 1789) 131 
“The kind Author of these blessings” (Proclamation of a National Day of Public Thanksgiving and 
Prayer, January 1, 1795)132 
“Supreme Author of all good” (Orders to troops at Valley Forge, May 2, 1778)133 
“The Great Arbiter of the Universe” (To the U.S. Senate Monday, May 18, 1789)134 
“Great Governor of the Universe” (To General Benjamin Lincoln, his deputy in the War, who had 
accepted British General Cornwallis' sword at the surrender at Yorktown, June 29, 1788)135 
“Lord and Giver of victory” (Orders to his troops, May 15, 1776)136 
“The Lord and Giver of all victory” (From his headquarters at Cambridge, orders for a Day of 
Fasting, Prayer and Humiliation, March 6, 1776)137 
“The Lord of hosts” (From his headquarters at Cambridge, orders for a Day of Fasting, Prayer and 
Humiliation, March 6, 1776)138 
“The great Lord and Ruler of Nations” (From the city of New York, Proclamation of a National 
Day of Thanksgiving, October 3, 1789)139 
“The Benign Parent of the Human Race” (Inaugural Address, New York City, April 30, 1789)140 
“That great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or 
that will be” (From the city of New York, Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving, October 
3, 1789)141 
“That Being in whose hands are all Human Events” (Handbill prepared by Washington at 
Cambridge given to Col. Benedict Arnold to be distributed to the inhabitants of Canada)142 
“That Being who is powerful to save, and in whose hands is the fate of nations” (To the General 
Assembly of Massachusetts regarding the recent evacuation of General Howe and the British troops 
from Boston, March 17, 1776)143 
“The same glorious Being” (to the Reformed German Congregation of New York, November 27, 
1783)144 
“Omnipotent Being” (From Mount Vernon to James McHenry, July 31, 1788)145 
“The Supreme Being” (To P.A. Adet, the minister plenipotentiary of the French Republic, January 1, 
1796)146 
“The Supreme Being in whose hands victory is” (General Orders from his Head Quarters in New 
York, July 2, 1776)147 
“The most Gracious Being, who has hitherto watched over the interests and averted the perils of 
the United States” (In addressing the mayor, recorder, aldermen and Common Council of the City of 
Philadelphia, April 20, 1789) 148 
“That beneficent Being” (To the mayor, corporation and citizens of Alexandria, Virginia, before 
leaving for his Inauguration in New York, April 16, 1789)149 
“That Being on whose will the fate of nations depends to crown with success our mutual 
endeavors for the general happiness.” (Fifth Annual Address to Congress, December 3, 1793)150 
“The God to whom you commended me” (Letter to his mother, April 1755)151 
“The Judge of the hearts of men” (To Colonel Benedict Arnold, September 14, 1775)152 
“The God of Armies” (From Rock Hill, near Princeton, Farewell Orders to the Armies of the United 
States, November 2, 1783)153 
“My God” (From Mount Vernon to Henry Lee in Congress, who had urged him to accept the 
presidency, September 22, 1788)154  
“So help me, God” (Oath of office, Thursday, April 30, 1789, on the balcony of Federal Hall, in New 
York City, with his hand upon an open Bible)155 
“The Deity” (To the Hebrew Congregations of the city of Savannah, Georgia)156 
“That God who is alone able to protect them” (From Philadelphia to John Armstrong March 11, 
1792)157 

 19



“Father of mercies, take me unto thyself” (Last words, as recorded by his secretary Tobias Lear, at 
about eleven o’clock in the evening, December 14, 1799)158 
“In the Name of God, Amen....” (Last Will and Testament)159 

 
George Washington’s references were to the God of the who gave the Ten Commandments to the 

Jews. He wrote to the Hebrew Congregations of the city of Savannah, Georgia: 
 

“May the same wonder-working Deity, who long since delivering the Hebrews from their 
Egyptian Oppressors planted them in the promised land - whose Providential Agency has lately been 
conspicuous in establishing these United States as an independent Nation - still continue to water 
them with the dews of Heaven and to make the inhabitants of every denomination participate in the 
temporal and spiritual blessings of that people whose God is Jehovah.”160 

 
On August 17, 1790, in an address to the Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode Island, President 

Washington stated: 
 

“May the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in this land continue to merit and 
enjoy the good will of the other inhabitants - while every one shall sit in safety under his own vine 
and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid. May the Father of all mercies scatter light, 
and not darkness, upon our paths, and make us all in our several vocations useful here, and in His own 
due time and way everlastingly happy.”161 

 
WILLIAM PENN 
 

On August 18, 1681, in a letter to the Indians in Pennsylvania, William Penn stated: 
 

“My Friends: 
“There is one great God and Power that hath made the world and all things therein, to whom 

you and I and all people owe their being and well-being, and to whom you and I must one day give an 
account, for all that we doe in the world; This great God hath written His law in our hearts by which 
we are taught and commanded to love and help and doe good to one another and not to doe harm and 
mischief one unto another.”162 
 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
 
In The Papers of Benjamin Franklin (Yale University Press, New Haven, 1959), Franklin listed topics 

and doctrines, which he considered of vital importance, to be shared and preached: 
 

“That there is one God, Father of the Universe. 
“That He [is] infinitely good, powerful and wise. 
“That He is omnipresent. 
“That He ought to be worshipped, by adoration, prayer and thanksgiving both in publick and 

private. 
“That He loves such of His creatures as love and do good to others: and will reward them 

either in this world or hereafter. 
“That men's minds do not die with their bodies, but are made more happy or miserable after 

this lifeaccording to their actions. 
“That virtuous men ought to league together to strengthen the interest of virtue, in the world: 

and so strengthen themselves in virtue. 
“That knowledge and learning is to be cultivated, and ignorance dissipated. That none but the 

virtuous are wise. That man's perfection is in virtue.163 
 

On March 9, 1790, Benjamin Franklin wrote to Ezra Stiles, President of Yale University: 
 

“Here is my Creed. I believe in one God, the Creator of the Universe. That He governs it by 
His Providence. That He ought to be worshipped. That the most acceptable service we render to Him 
is in doing good to His other Children. That the soul of Man is immortal, and will be treated with 
Justice in another Life respecting its conduct in this. These I take to be the fundamental points in all 
sound Religion, and I regard them as you do in whatever Sect I meet with them.”164 
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In 1754, in a pamphlet entitled Information to Those Who Would Remove to America, Benjamin 
Franklin wrote to Europeans interested in immigrating or sending their youth to this land: 

 
“Hence bad examples to youth are more rare in America, which must be a comfortable 

consideration to parents. To this may be truly added, that serious religion, under its various 
denominations, is not only tolerated, but respected and practised. 

“Atheism is unknown there; Infidelity rare and secret; so that persons may live to a great age 
in that country without having their piety shocked by meeting with either an Atheist or an Infidel. 

“And the Divine Being seems to have manifested his approbation of the mutual forbearance 
and kindness with which the different sects treat each other; by the remarkable prosperity with which 
he has been pleased to favor the whole country.”165 

 
ROGER SHERMAN 
 

Roger Sherman was distinguished as the only Founding Father to sign all four major founding 
documents: The Articles of Association, 1774; The Declaration of Independence, 1776; The Articles of 
Confederation, 1777; and The Constitution of the United States, 1787. 

In 1788, as a member of the White Haven Congregational Church, Roger Sherman, was asked to use 
his expertise in revising the wording of their creed. In his own handwriting, he wrote the following: 

 
“I believe that there is one only living and true God, existing in three persons, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Ghost, the same in substance equal in power and glory.”166 
 
THOMAS JEFFERSON 
 

On Monday, March 4, 1805, in his Second Inaugural Address, President Thomas Jefferson stated: 
 

“I shall need, too, the favor of that Being in whose hands we are, who led our forefathers, as 
Israel of old, from their native land and planted them in a country flowing with all the necessities and 
comforts of life, who has covered our infancy with His Providence and our riper years with His 
wisdom and power, and to whose goodness I ask you to join with me in supplications that He will so 
enlighten the minds of your servants, guide their councils and prosper their measures, that whatever 
they do shall result in your good, and shall secure to you the peace, friendship and approbation of all 
nations.167 
 
Writing of Jesus in a letter to Dr. Benjamin Rush, April 21, 1803, President Thomas Jefferson 

referenced the belief in the One God of the Hebrew scriptures: 
 

“His system of morals...if filled up in the style and spirit of the rich fragments He left us, 
would be the most perfect and sublime that has ever been taught by man....He corrected the deism of 
the Jews, confirming them in their belief of one only God, and giving them juster notions of His 
attributes and government.... 

“The precepts of philosophy, and of the Hebrew code, laid hold of actions only. He pushed 
his scrutinies into the hearts of man, erected his tribunal in the region of thoughts, and purified the 
waters at the fountainhead.... 

“Of all the systems of morality, ancient and modern, which have come under my 
observation, none appear to me so pure as that of Jesus.”168 

 
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY 
 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention and a signer of the 
United States Constitution. He was a Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidate, a successful lawyer, planter, 
statesman, soldier, a Brigadier General and an aide-de-camp to General Washington. 

 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney helped write the Constitution of the State of South Carolina, which 

contained the article: 
 

“SOUTH CAROLINA, 1778. Article XXXVIII.  That all persons and religious societies who 
acknowledge that there is one God, and a future state of rewards and punishments, and that God is 
publicly to be worshipped, shall be freely tolerated.... That all denominations of Christian[s]...in this 
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State, demeaning themselves peaceably and faithfully, shall enjoy equal religious and civil 
privileges.”169 

 
STATE DOCUMENTS 
 

The Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania, adopted 1776, stated: 
 

“Frame of Government, Chapter 2, Section 10.  And each member [of the legislature], before 
he takes his seat, shall make and subscribe the following declaration, viz: ‘I do believe in one God, the 
Creator and Governour of the Universe, the Rewarder of the good and Punisher of the wicked, and I 
do acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine Inspiration.’”170 

 
In 1792, the Constitution of the State of Vermont stated: 
 

“Frame of Government, Chapter II, Section XII.  And each member, before he takes his seat, 
shall make and subscribe the following declaration, viz: ‘You do believe in one God, the Creator and 
Governor of the Universe, the Rewarder of the good and Punisher of the wicked.’”171 

 
ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE 

 
In August of 1831, while traveling through Chester County in New York, Alexis de Tocqueville had 

the opportunity to observe a court case. He wrote: 
 

“While I was in America, a witness, who happened to be called at the assizes of the county of 
Chester (state of New York), declared that he did not believe in the existence of God or in the 
immortality of the soul. The judge refused to admit his evidence, on the ground that the witness had 
destroyed beforehand all confidence of the court in what he was about to say. The newspapers related 
the fact without any further comment. The New York Spectator of August 23d, 1831, relates the fact 
in the following terms: 

 
“’The court of common pleas of Chester county (New York), a few days since rejected a 

witness who declared his disbelief in the existence of God. The presiding judge remarked, that he had 
not before been aware that there was a man living who did not believe in the existence of God; that 
this belief constituted the sanction of all testimony in a court of justice: and that he knew of no case in 
a Christian country, where a witness had been permitted to testify without such belief.’”172 

 
GUSTAVE DE BEAUMONT 
 

Gustave de Beaumont was a French historian, who traveled in America with Alexis de Tocqueville 
(May 1831-February 1832). He was commissioned by the French Government to study the American prisons, 
democracy, and religion. He published his work in Paris entitled, Marie ou l'Esclavage aux E'tas-Unis (1835). 
He wrote: 

 
“Religion in America is not only a moral institution but also a political institution. All of the 

American constitutions exhort the citizens to practice religious worship as a safeguard both to good 
morals and to public liberties. In the United States, the law is never atheistic.”173 

 
FRANCIS J. GRUND 
 

Francis J. Grund, a publicist who was a contemporary of Alexis de Tocqueville, wrote in his work 
The Americans in Their Moral, Social and Political Relations, 1837: 
 

“Although the most perfect tolerance exists with regard to particular creeds, yet it is 
absolutely necessary that a man should belong to some persuasion of other, lest his fellow-citizens 
should consider him an outcast from society. 

“The Jews are tolerated in America with the same liberality as any denomination of 
Christians; but if a person were to call himself a Deist or an Atheist, it would excite universal 
execration. 
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“Yet there are religious denominations in the United States whose creeds are very nearly 
verging on Deism; but taking their arguments from the Bible, and calling themselves followers of 
Christ, they and their doctrines are tolerated, together with their form of worship.”174 

 
 
II. THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 
 

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me, and keep my commandments.” Ex. 20:4-6, Deut. 20:8-10 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gives the definition: 
 

WORSHIP, v.t. 
1. To adore; to pay divine honors to; to reverence with supreme respect and veneration. 
Thou shalt worship no other God. Exodus 34. 
2. To respect; to honor; to treat with civil reverence. 
Nor worshipd with a waxen epitaph. 
3. To honor with extravagant love and extreme submission; as a lover. 
With bended knees I daily worship her. 

 
WORSHIP, n. [See Worth.] 
1. Excellence of character; dignity; worth; worthiness. 
--Elfin born of noble state, and muckle worship in his native land. 
In this sense, the word is nearly or quite obsolete; but hence, 
2. A title of honor, used in addresses to certain magistrates and other of respectable character. 
My father desires your worships company. 
3. A term of ironical respect. 
4. Chiefly and eminently, the act of paying divine honors to the Supreme Being; or the reverence and 
homage paid to him in religious exercises, consisting in adoration, confession, prayer, thanksgiving 
and the like. 
The worship of God is an eminent part of religion. 
Prayer is a chief part of religious worship. 
5. The homage paid to idols or false gods by pagans; as the worship or Isis. 
6. Honor; respect; civil deference. 
Then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. Luke 14. 
7. Idolatry of lovers; obsequious or submissive respect. 

 
Our founders not only believed that God existed, but that He was to be worshipped. Citizens simply 

had the choice as to how they wanted to worship Him. It was not enough to acknowledge that One God 
existed, but our founders believe that citizens had a duty to worship this one God, as referenced in the sources 
below: 
 
COLONIAL DOCUMENTS 
 

The Second Charter of Virginia, May 23, 1609, granted by King James I, stated: 
 

“And forasmuch, as it shall be necessary for all such our loving Subjects, as shall inhabit 
within the said Precincts of Virginia, aforesaid, to determine to live together, in the Fear and true 
Worship of Almighty God, Christian Peace, and civil Quietness, with each other, whereby every one 
may, with more Safety, Pleasure, and Profit, enjoy that, whereunto they shall attain with great Pain 
and Peril.”175 
 
The Body of Liberties, established by the Massachusetts General Court, December 1641, was the first 

code of laws established in New England. They were compiled by Nathaniel Ward (1578-1652), a leading 
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English Puritan minister, who had been trained as a lawyer. He came to the Colony in 1634, and was for a time 
pastor at Ipswich. The Massachusetts Body of Liberties included: 

 
“If any man after legall conviction shall have or worship any other god, but the Lord God, he 

shall be put to death.”176 
 

The Cambridge Platform of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 1648 was recorded in the Plymouth 
Colony Records IX, 1663, listing the proposal of William Vassall and others. Item 8 recited: 

 
“Idolatry, Blasphemy, Heresy, venting corrupt & pernicious opinions, that destroy the 

foundation, open contempt of the word preached, prophanation of the Lord's day, disturbing the 
peaceable administration & exercise of the worship & holy things of God, & the like, are to be 
restrayned, & punished by civil authority.”177 

 
The Code of the Connecticut General Court, 1650, in the Capital Laws Section, stated: 
 

“1.  If any man after legal conviction shall have or worship any other God but the Lord 
God, he shall be put to death. Deut. 13:6, 17:2; Ex. 22:20.”178 

 
FOUNDERS 
 

On June 6, 1753, Benjamin Franklin wrote from Philadelphia to Joseph Huey: 
 

“The worship of God is a duty; the hearing and reading of sermons may be useful; but, if 
men rest in hearing and praying, as too many do, it is as if a tree should value itself on being watered 
and putting forth leaves, though it never produce any fruit.”179 

 
On November 20, 1772, in the section of The Rights of the Colonists entitled, "The Rights of the 

Colonist as Men," Samuel Adams declared: 
 

“As neither reason requires nor religion permits the contrary, every man living in or out of a 
state of civil society has a right peaceably and quietly to worship God according to the dictates of his 
own conscience.”180 

 
In Thomas Jefferson's Republican Notes on Religion and an Act Establishing Religious Freedom, 

Passed in the Assembly of Virginia, in the Year 1786, reference is made to a law passed in 1705: 
 

“By our own act of assembly of 1705, c. 30, if a person brought up in the Christian religion 
denies the being of a God, or the Trinity, or asserts there are more gods than one, or denies the 
Christian religion to be true, or the Scriptures to be of divine authority, he is punishable on the first 
offense by incapacity to hold any office of employment, ecclesiastical, civil or military; on the second 
by disability to sue, to take any gift or legacy, to be guardian, executor, or administrator, and by three 
years' imprisonment without bail.”181 

 
On January 27, 1793, to the congregation of the New Church in Baltimore, President Washington 

wrote: 
 

“We have abundant reason to rejoice that in this Land the light of truth and reason has 
triumphed over the power of bigotry and superstition, and that every person may here worship God 
according to the dictates of his own heart.”182 

 
ARTICLES IN STATE CONSTITUTIONS 
 

The Constitution of the State of New Jersey, adopted 1776, stated: 
 

“Article XVIII.  That no person shall ever, within this Colony, be deprived of the inestimable 
privilege of worshipping Almighty God in a manner agreeable to the dictates of his own 
conscience.”183 

 
The Constitution of the State of Maryland, adopted 1776, stated: 
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“Article XIX; XXXIII.  That, as it is the duty of every man to worship God in such a 

manner as he thinks most acceptable to him; all persons, professing the Christian religion, are equally 
entitled to protection in their religious liberty.”184 
 
The Constitution of the State of North Carolina, adopted 1776, stated: 

 
“Article XIX.  That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God 

according to the dictates of their own conscience.”185 
 

“Article XXXII.  That no person who shall deny the being of God, or the truth of the 
Protestant religion, or the divine authority of the Old or New Testaments, or who shall hold religious 
principles incompatible with the freedom and safety of the State, shall be capable of holding any 
office or place of trust or profit in the civil department within this State.”186 

 
The Constitution of the State of Vermont, adopted 1777, stated: 
 

“DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, III.  That all men have a natural and Unalienable right to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences and understanding, 
regulated by the word of GOD.”187 

 
The Constitution of the State of South Carolina, adopted 1778, stated: 

 
“Article XXXVIII.  That all persons and religious societies, who acknowledge that there is 

one God, and a future state of rewards and punishments, and that God is publicly to be worshipped, 
shall be freely tolerated.”188 

 
The Constitution of Massachusetts, adopted 1780, stated: 
 

“Part I, Article II.  It is the right, as well as the duty, of all men in society, publicly, and at 
stated seasons, to worship the Supreme Being, the Great Creator and Preserver of the Universe.189 
 
The Constitution of the State of New Hampshire, adopted 1784 and 1792, stated: 

 
“Declaration of rights. The open denial of the being and existence of God or of the Supreme 

Being is prohibited by statute, and declared to be blasphemy.”190 
 

“Part One, Article I, Section V.  Every individual has a natural and unalienable right to 
worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience, and reason; and no subject shall be hurt, 
molested, or restrained in his person, liberty or estate for worshipping God.”191 
 
The Constitution of the State of Tennessee, adopted 1796, stated: 
 

“Article XI, Section III.  That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship 
Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences.192 
 

“Article VIII, Section II.  No person who denies the being of God, or a future state of 
rewards and punishments, shall hold any office in the civil department of this State.193 

 
The Constitution of the State of Georgia, adopted 1798, stated: 
 

“Article IV, Section 10.  No person within this State shall, upon any pretense, be deprived of 
the inestimable privilege of worshipping God.”194 

 
The Constitution of the State of Connecticut, adopted 1818, stated: 

 
“Article VII, Section 1.  It being the duty of all men to worship the Supreme Being, the 

Great Creator and Preserver of the Universe, and their right to render that worship, in the mode most 
consistent with the dictates of their consciences.”195 
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The Constitution of the State of Maine, adopted 1820, stated: 
 

“Article I, Section 3.  All men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God 
according to the dictates of their own consciences.”196 
 
The Constitution of the State of Delaware, adopted 1831, stated: 

 
“It is the duty of all men frequently to assemble together for the public worship of the Author 

of the Universe; and piety and morality, on which the prosperity of communities depends, are thereby 
promoted.”197 

 
The Constitution of the State of Florida, adopted 1838, stated: 

 
“Bill of Rights.  That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God 

according to the dictates of their own conscience; and that no preference shall ever be given by law to 
any religious establishment or mode of worship.”198 

 
The Constitution of the State of Texas, adopted 1845, stated: 
 

“Article I, Section 4.  All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship God 
according to the dictates of their own consciences”199 

 
The Constitution of the State of Wisconsin, 1848, stated: 
 

“Article I, Section 18.  The right of every man to worship Almighty God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed.”200 

 
The Constitution of the State of Indiana, adopted 1851, stated: 
 

“Article I, Section 2. All men shall be secure in their natural right to worship Almighty 
God.”201 

 
The Constitution of the State of Ohio, adopted 1852, stated: 
 

“Bill of Rights, Article I, Section 7.  All men have a natural and indefeasible right to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own conscience.”202 

 
The Constitution of the State of Minnesota, adopted 1857, stated: 
 

“Bill of Rights, Article I, Section 16.  The right of every man to worship God according to 
the dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed.”203 

 
The Constitution of the State of Oregon, adopted 1857, stated: 
 

“Bill of Rights, Article I, Section 2.  All men shall be secure in the Natural right, to worship 
Almighty God according to the dictates of their consciences.”204 

 
The Constitution of the State of Kansas, adopted 1859, stated: 
 

“Bill of Rights, Section 7.  The right to worship God according to the dictates of conscience 
shall never be infringed.”205 
 
The Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania, adopted 1874, stated: 

 
“Article I, Section 3.  All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty 

God according to the dictates of their own consciences.”206 
 
The Constitution of the State of Arkansas, adopted 1874, stated: 
 

 26



“Article II, Section 24.  All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty 
God according to the dictates of their own consciences.”207 
 

“Article XIX, Section 1.  No person who denies the being of a God shall hold office in the 
civil departments of this State, nor be competent to testify as a witness in any court.”208 

 
The Constitution of the State of Nebraska, adopted 1875, stated: 
 

“Bill of Rights, Article I, Section 4.  All persons have a natural and indefeasible right to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences.”209 

 
The Constitution of the State of South Dakota, adopted 1889, stated: 
 

“Article VI, Section 3.  The right to worship God according to the dictates of conscience 
shall never be infringed.”210 
 
The Constitution of the State of Michigan, adopted 1908, stated: 
 

“Article II, Section 3.  Every person shall be at liberty to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience.”211 

 
The Constitution of the State of New Mexico, adopted 1911, stated: 
 

“Article II, Section 2.  Every man shall be free to worship God according to the dictates of 
his own conscience.”212 
 
The Constitution of the State of Louisiana, adopted 1921, stated: 
 

“Article I, Section 4.  Every person has the natural right to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience.”213 

 
The Constitution of the State of Missouri, adopted 1945 stated: 

 
“Bill of Rights, Article I, Section 5.  That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to 

worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences.”214 
 
PRESIDENTS 
 

On Tuesday, March 4, 1845, in his Inaugural Address, President James Knox Polk stated: 
 

“The Government of the United States....leaves individuals, over whom it casts its protecting 
influence, entirely free to improve their own condition by the legitimate exercise of all their mental 
and physical powers. It is a common protector of each and all the States; of every man who lives upon 
our soil, whether of native or foreign birth; of every religious sect, in their worship of the Almighty 
according to the dictates of their own conscience.”215 

 
On November 5, 1915, in an address celebrating the fiftieth Anniversary of the Manhattan Club, at the 

Biltmore Hotel, New York, President Woodrow Wilson stated: 
 

“It does not become America that within her borders, where every man is free to follow the 
dictates of his conscience and worship God as he pleases, men should raise the cry of church against 
church. To do that is to strike at the very spirit and heart of America. We are a God-fearing people. 
We agree to differ about methods of worship, but we are united in believing in Divine Providence and 
in worshipping the God of Nations. We are the champions of religious right here and everywhere that 
it may be our privilege to give in our countenance and support.216 

 
On January 6, 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt gave his Four Freedoms Speech  to Congress: 
 

“The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way.”217 
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At noon on March 6, 1946, President Harry S. Truman addressed a Conference of the Federal Council 
of Churches given in Deshler-Wallick Hotel in Columbus, Ohio. In the speech, which was broadcast on 
national radio, he explained: 

 
“We have just come though a decade in which the forces of evil in various parts of the world 

have been lined up in a bitter fight to banish from the face of the earth both these ideals - religion and 
democracy....  

“In that long struggle between these two doctrines, the cause of decency and righteousness 
has been victorious. The right of every human being to live in dignity and freedom, the right to 
worship God in his own way, the right to fix his own relationship to his fellow men and to his Creator 
- these again have been saved for mankind.”218 

 
On Thursday, January 20, 1949, in his Inaugural Address, President Harry S. Truman stated: 

 
“These differences between communism and democracy do not concern the United States 

alone. People everywhere are coming to realize that what is involved is material well-being, human 
dignity, and the right to believe in and worship God.”219 

 
 

III. THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 
 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain.” – Ex. 20:7, Deut. 5:11 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language give the definition: 

 
VAIN, a.  [L. vanus; Eng. wan, wane, want.] 
1.  Empty; worthless; having no substance, value or importance.  1Peter 1. 
To your vain answer will you have recourse. 
Every man walketh in a vain show.  Ps. 39. 
Why do the people imagine a vain thing?  Ps. 2. 
2.  Fruitless; ineffectual.  All attempts, all efforts were vain. 
Vain is the force of man. 
3.  Proud of petty things, or of trifling attainments; elated with a high opinion of one's own 
accomplishments, or with things more showy than valuable; conceited. 
The minstrels play'd on every side, vain of their art - 
4.  Empty; unreal; as a vain chimers. 
5.  Showy; ostentatious. 
Load some vain church with old theatric state. 
6.  Light; inconstant; worthless.  Prov. 12. 
7.  Empty; unsatisfying.  The pleasures of life are vain. 
8.  False; deceitful; not genuine; spurious.  James 1. 
9.  Not effectual; having no efficacy 
Bring no more vain oblations.  Is. 1. 
In vain, to no purpose; without effect; ineffectual. 
In vain they do worship me.  Matt. 15. 
To take the name of God in vain, to use the name of God with levity or profaneness. 

 
The influence of the Third Commandment, not taking God’s name in vain, can be seen in laws, 

military orders, court decisions, etc., as referenced below: 
 
COLONIAL DOCUMENTS 
 

The Body of Liberties of Massachusetts, December 1641, was the first code of laws established in 
New England. It was established by the Massachusetts General Court and compiled by Nathaniel Ward (1578-
1652). The Massachusetts Body of Liberties stated: 
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“3. If any man shall Blaspheme the Name of God, the Father, Sonne or Holie Ghost, with 
direct, expresse, presumptous or high handed blasphemie, or shall curse God in the like manner he 
shall be put to death.”220 

 
Cambridge Platform of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 1648, recorded in the Plymouth Colony 

Records IX, 1663, listed the proposal of William Vassall and others: 
 

“ 8.  Idolatry, Blasphemy, Heresy, venting corrupt & pernicious opinions, that destroy the 
foundation, open contempt of the word preached, prophanation of the Lord's day, disturbing the 
peaceable administration & exercise of the worship & holy things of God, & the like, are to be 
restrayned, & punished by civil authority.”221 
 
Code of the Connecticut General Court, 1650, in the Capital Laws Section of the Code, stated: 
 

“3.  If any person shall blaspheme the Name of God the Father, Son or Holy Ghost with 
direct, express, presumptuous, or high-handed blasphemy, or shall curse in the like manner, he shall 
be put to death. Lev. 24:15, 16.”222 

 
The Colonial Legislature of New York Colony, 1665, enacted: 

 
“Church wardens to report twice a year all misdemeanors, such as swearing, profaneness, 

Sabbath-breaking, drunkenness, fornication, adultery, and all such abominable sins.”223 
 
STATE CONSTITUTION 
 

The Constitution of the State of New York, adopted 1777 and 1821, stated: 
 

“Blasphemy is a crime at common law and is not abrogated by the constitution.”224 
 
MILITARY 
 

On August 3, 1776, General Washington issued the orders: 
 

“Parole Uxbridge. Countersign Virginia. 
“The General is sorry to be informed that the foolish, and wicked practice, of profane cursing 

and swearing (a Vice heretofore little known in an American Army) is growing into fashion; he hopes 
the officers will, by example, as well as influence, endeavour to check it, and that both they, and the 
men will reflect, that we can have little hopes of the blessing of Heaven on our Arms, if we insult it by 
our impiety, and folly; added to this, it is a vice so mean and low, without any temptation, that every 
man of sense, and character, detests and despises it.”225 

 
COURTS 
 

Sir William Blackstone stated: 
 

“Blasphemy against the Almighty is denying his being or providence, or uttering 
contumelious reproaches on our Savior Christ. It is punished, at common law by fine and 
imprisonment, for Christianity is part of the laws of the land.226 

 
Massachusetts Supreme Court (1838), heard the case of Commonwealth v. Abner Kneeland,  37 

Mass. (20 Pick) 206, 216-217 1838, which involved a Universalist who claimed the right of "freedom of the 
press" as a defense for publishing libelous and defamatory remarks about Christianity and God. The Court 
delivered its decision, stating that "freedom of press" was not a license to print without restraint, otherwise: 
 

“According to the argument...every act, however injurious or criminal, which can be 
committed by the use of language may be committed...if such language is printed. Not only therefore 
would the article in question become a general license for scandal, calumny and falsehood against 
individuals, institutions and governments, in the form of publication...but all incitation to treason, 
assassination, and all other crimes however atrocious, if conveyed in printed language, would be 
dispunishable.”227 
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“The statute, on which the question arises, is as follows: 

 
“’That if any person shall willfully blaspheme the holy name of God, by denying, cursing, or 

contumeliously reproaching God, his creation, government, or final judging of the world,’ &.... In 
general, blasphemy [libel against God] may be described, as consisting in speaking evil of the 
Deity...to alienate the minds of others from the love and reverence of God. It is purposely using words 
concerning God...to impair and destroy the reverence, respect, and confidence due him.... 

“It is a wilful and malicious attempt to lessen men's reverence of God by denying his 
existence, of his attributes as an intelligent creator, governor and judge of men, and to prevent their 
having confidence in him.... 

“But another ground for arresting the judgement, and one apparently most relied on and 
urged by the defendant, is, that this statute itself is repugnant to the constitution...and therefore wholly 
void.... 

“[This law] was passed very soon after the adoption of the constitution, and no doubt, many 
members of the convention which framed the constitution, were members of the legislature which 
passed this law.... 

“In New Hampshire, the constitution of which State has a similar declaration of [religious] 
rights, the open denial of the being and existence of God or of the Supreme Being is prohibited by 
statute, and declared to be blasphemy. 

“In Vermont, with a similar declaration of rights, a statute was passed in 1797, by which it 
was enacted, that if any person shall publicly deny the being and existence of God or the Supreme 
Being, or shall contumeliously reproach his providence and government, he shall be deemed a 
disturber of the peace and tranquility of the State, and an offender against the good morals and 
manners of society, and shall be punishable by fine.... 

“The State of Maine also, having adopted the same constitutional provision with that of 
Massachusetts, in her declaration of rights, in respect to religious freedom, immediately after the 
adoption of the constitution reenacted, the Massachusetts statue against blasphemy.... 

“In New York the universal toleration of all religious professions and sentiments, is secured 
in the most ample manner. It is declared in the constitution...that the free exercise and enjoyment of 
religious worship, without discrimination or preference, shall for ever be allowed in this State to all 
mankind.... 

“Notwithstanding this constitutional declaration carrying the doctrine of unlimited toleration 
as far as the peace and safety of any community will allow, the courts have decided that blasphemy 
was a crime at common law and was not abrogated by the constitution [People v. Ruggles ].”228 

 
In the 1844 case of Vidal v. Girard's Executor, Justice Joseph Story delivered the U.S. Supreme 

Court's unanimous opinion: 
 

“Christianity...is not to be maliciously and openly reviled and blasphemed against, to the 
annoyance of believers or the injury of the public.”229 

 
New York Supreme Court (1811), in the case of the People v. Ruggles,  8 Johns 545-547, Chief 

Justice Chancellor Kent rendered: 
 

“The defendant was indicted...in December, 1810, for that he did, on the 2nd day of 
September, 1810...wickedly, maliciously, and blasphemously, utter, and with a loud voice publish, in 
the presence and hearing of divers good and Christian people, of and concerning the Christian 
religion, and of and concerning Jesus Christ, the false, scandalous, malicious, wicked and 
blasphemous words following: ‘Jesus Christ was a bastard, and his mother must be a whore,’ in 
contempt of the Christian religion...the defendant was tried and found guilty, and was sentenced by 
the court to be imprisoned for three months, and to pay a fine of $500.”230 

 
The argument which the prosecuting attorney had presented to the court, explained: 

 
“While the constitution of the State has saved the rights of conscience, and allowed a free 

and fair discussion of all points of controversy among religious sects, it has left the principal engrafted 
on the body of our common law, that Christianity is part of the laws of the State, untouched and 
unimpaired.”231 
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Chief Justice Kent delivered the courts decision in this case: 
 

“Such words uttered with such a disposition were an offense at common law. In Taylor's  
case the defendant was convicted upon information of speaking similar words, and the Court...said 
that Christianity was parcel of the law, and to cast contumelious reproaches upon it, tended to weaken 
the foundation of moral obligation, and the efficacy of oaths. 

“And in the case of Rex v. Woolston,  on a like conviction, the Court said...that whatever 
strikes at the root of Christianity tends manifestly to the dissolution of civil government....the 
authorities show that blasphemy against God and...profane ridicule of Christ or the Holy Scriptures 
(which are equally treated as blasphemy), are offenses punishable at common law, whether uttered by 
words or writings...because it tends to corrupt the morals of the people, and to destroy good order. 

“Such offenses have always been considered independent of any religious establishment or 
the rights of the Church. They are treated as affecting the essential interests of civil society.... 

“We stand equally in need, now as formerly, of all the moral discipline, and of those 
principles of virtue, which help to bind society together. 

“The people of this State, in common with the people of this country, profess the general 
doctrines of Christianity, as the rule of their faith and practice; and to scandalize the author of these 
doctrines is not only, in a religious point of view, extremely impious, but, even in respect to the 
obligations due to society, is a gross violation of decency and good order. 

“Nothing could be more injurious to the tender morals of the young, than to declare such 
profanity lawful.... 

“The free, equal, and undisturbed enjoyment of religious opinion, whatever it may be, and 
free and decent discussions on any religious subject, is granted and secured; but to revile....the 
religion professed by almost the whole community, is an abuse of that right.... 

“We are a Christian people, and the morality of the country is deeply engrafted upon 
Christianity, and not upon the doctrines or worship of those impostors [other religions].... 

“[We are] people whose manners are refined and whose morals have been elevated and 
inspired with a more enlarged benevolence, by means of the Christian religion. Though the 
constitution has discarded religious establishments, it does not forbid judicial cognizance of those 
offenses against religion and morality which have no reference to any such establishment....[offenses 
which] strike at the root of moral obligation, and weaken the security of the social ties.... 

“This [constitutional] declaration (noble and magnanimous as it is, when duly understood) 
never meant to withdraw religion in general, and with it the best sanctions of moral and social 
obligation from all consideration and notice of the law.... 

“To construe it as breaking down the common law barriers against licentious, wanton, and 
impious attacks upon Christianity itself, would be an enormous perversion of its meaning.... 

“Christianity, in its enlarged sense, as a religion revealed and taught in the Bible, is not 
unknown to our law.... 

“The Court are accordingly of opinion that the judgement....must be affirmed.”232 
 
 
IV. THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT 
 

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.” – Ex. 20:8-11, Deut. 5:12-15 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language, gave the following definitions: 
 

SABBATH, n. 
1.  The day which God appointed to be observed by the Jews as a day of rest from all secular labor or 
employments, and to be kept holy and consecrated to his service and worship.  This was originally the 
seventh day of the week, the day on which God rested from the work of creation; and this day is still 
observed by the Jews and some christians, as the sabbath.  But the christian church very early begun 
and still continue to observe the first day of the week, in commemoration of the resurrection of Christ 
on that day, by which the work of redemption was completed.  Hence it is often called the Lords day.  
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The heathen nations in the north of Europe dedicated this day to the sun, and hence their christian 
descendants continue to call the day Sunday.  But in the United States, christians have to a great 
extent discarded the heathen name, and adopted the Jewish name sabbath. 
2.  Intermission of pain or sorrow; time of rest. 
Peaceful sleep out the sabbath of the tomb. 
3.  The sabbatical year among the Israelites.  Lev. 25. 
 
SABBATH-BREAKER, n.  One who profanes the sabbath by violating the laws of God or man which 
enjoin the religious observance of that day. 
 
SABBATH-BREAKING, n.  A profanation of the sabbath by violating the injunction of the fourth  
commandment, or the municipal laws of a state which require the observance of that day as holy time.  
All unnecessary secular labor, visiting, traveling, sports, amusements and the like are considered as 
sabbath-breaking. 

 
HO'LY, a. 
1.  Properly, whole, entire or perfect, in a moral sense.  Hence, pure in heart, temper or dispositions; 
free from sin and sinful affections.  Applied to the Supreme Being, holy signifies perfectly pure, 
immaculate and complete in moral character; and man is more or less holy, as his heart is more or less 
sanctified, or purified from evil dispositions.  We call a man holy,when his heart is conformed in 
some degree to the image of God, and his life is regulated by the divine precepts.  Hence, holy is used 
as nearly synonymous with good, pious, godly. 
 Be ye holy; for I am holy. 1 pet.1. 
2.  Hallowed; consecrated or set apart to a sacred use, or to the service or worship of God; a sense 
frequent in Scripture; as the holy sabbath; holy oil; holy vessels; a holy nation; the holy temple; a holy 
priesthood. 
3.  Proceeding from pious principles,or directed to pious purposes; as holy zeal. 
4.  Perfectly just and good; as the holy law of God. 
5.  Sacred; as a holy witness.  

 
 The influence of the Fourth Commandment to keep the Sabbath holy can be seen in early Colonial 
Documents, statements of the Founders, Leaders in Education, Constitutions, Presidents, Military, Courts, etc., 
as referenced below: 
 
COLONIAL DOCUMENTS 
 

Colony of Virginia, 1623, enacted legislation requiring civil magistrates: 
 

“To see that the Sabbath was not profaned by working or any employments, or journeying 
from place to place.”233 

 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 1662, enacted: 

 
“Enacted that the Lord's Day be kept holy, and no journeys be made on that day, unless upon 

necessity. And all persons inhabiting in this country, having no lawful excuse, shall, every Sunday, 
resort to the parish church or chapel, and there abide orderly during the common prayer, preaching, 
and divine service.”234 

 
The Colonial Legislature of New York Colony, 1665, enacted: 

 
“Whereas, The public worship of God is much discredited for want of painful [serious] and 

able ministers to instruct the people in the true religion, it is ordered that a church shall be built in 
each parish, capable of holding two hundred persons; that ministers of every church shall preach 
every Sunday, and pray for the king, queen, the Duke of York, and the royal family; and to marry 
persons after legal publication of license... 

“Sunday is not to be profaned by traveling, by laborers, or vicious persons... Church wardens 
to report twice a year all misdemeanors, such as swearing, profaneness, Sabbath-breaking, 
drunkenness, fornication, adultery, and all such abominable sins.”235 
 
In Colony of New Jersey, 1697, Governor Basse stated: 
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“It being very necessary for the good and prosperity of this province that our principal care 

be, in obedience to the laws of God, to endeavor as much as in us lyeth the extirpation of all sorts of 
looseness and profanity, and to unite in the fear and love of God and one another,.. 

“Take due care that all laws made and provided for the suppression of vice and encouraging 
of religion and virtue, particularly the observance of the Lord's day, be duly put into execution.”236 

 
The Frame of Government of Pennsylvania, April 25, 1682, composed by William Penn, stated: 
 

“Article XXII.  That as often as any day of the month, mentioned in any article of this 
charter, shall fall upon the first day of the week, commonly called the Lord's Day, the business 
appointed for that day shall be deferred till the next day, unless in the case of emergency.”237 

 
FOUNDERS 
 

James Warren (September 28, 1726-November 28, 1808), was the president of the Massachusetts 
Provincial Congress, following Joseph Warren's death. He was a Major-General in the Provincial Militia; a 
member of the Navy board for the Eastern Department, a member of the Governor's Council, 1792-94; and a 
presidential elector from Massachusetts, 1804. He was married to Mercy Otis Warren, 1724-1814, a 
remarkable author of the Revolutionary period, whose correspondence with numerous founding fathers has 
granted invaluable insight into our nation's history. In 1805, she wrote the History of the Rise, Progress and 
Termination of the American Revolution, in 3 volumes. 

It was James Warren who first proposed the Committees of Correspondence to Samuel Adams, which 
were of inestimable influence in inspiring the spirit of freedom among the Colonies. On June 16, 1775, 
President James Warren and the Massachusetts Provincial Congress resolved: 
 

“IN Provincial Congress, Watertown,  June 16TH, 1775. 
 

“As it has pleased Almighty GOD in his Providence to suffer the Calamities of an unnatural 
War to take Place among us, in Consequence of our sinful Declensions from Him, and our great abuse 
of those inestimable Blessings bestowed upon us. And as we have Reason to fear, that unless we 
become a penitent and reformed People, we shall feel still severer Tokens of his Displeasure. 

“And as the most effectual Way to escape those desolating Judgements, which so evidently 
hang over us, and if it may be obtain the Restoration of our former Tranquility, will be - That we 
repent and return every one from his Iniquities, unto him that correcteth us, which if we do in 
Sincerity and Truth, we have no Reason to doubt but he will remove his Judgements - cause our 
Enemies to be at Peace with us - and prosper the Work of our Hands. 

“And as among the prevailing Sins of this Day, which threaten the Destruction of this Land, 
we have Reason to lament the frequent Prophanation of the Lord's-Day, or Christian Sabbath; many 
spending their Time in Idleness and Sloth, others in Diversion, and others in Journeying of Business, 
which is not necessary on said Day: 

“And as we earnestly desire that a Stop might be put to this great and prevailing Evil: It is 
therefore RESOLVED, That it be recommended by this Congress, to the People of all Ranks and 
Denominations throughout this Colony, that they not only pay a religious Regard to that Day, and to 
the public Worship of God thereon; but that they also use their Influence to discountenance and 
suppress any Prophanations thereof in others. 

“And it is further RESOLVED, That it be recommended to the Ministers of the Gospel to 
read this Resolve to their several Congregations, accompanied with such Exhortations as they shall 
think proper. 

“And whereas there is great Danger that the Prophanation of the Lord's-Day will prevail in 
the Camp: 

“We earnestly recommend to all the Officers, not only to set good Examples; but that they 
strictly require of their Soldiers to keep up a religious Regard to that Day, and attend upon the public 
Worship of God thereon, so far as may be consistent with other Duties. 
 
“A true Copy from the Minutes, 
Attest.  SAMUEL FREEMAN, Secry. 
By Order of the Congress, 
JAMES WARREN, President.”238 
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In a letter dated June 25, 1775, Abigail wrote to her husband, John Adams regarding the battle at 
Charlestown, Massachusetts: 
 

“They [British] delight on molesting us on the Sabbath. Two Sabbaths we have been in such 
Alarms that we have had no meetings.”239 
 
In 1751, George Washington accompanied his older brother, Lawrence Washington, who, on the 

advice of physicians, spent the winter in the West Indies in a desperate attempt to regain his health. The illness 
nevertheless grew worse, and before he died, Lawrence left his estate at Mount Vernon to George. In his 
journal of the trip, George entered: 
 

“Sunday, November 11th - Dressed in order for Church but got to town too late. Dined at 
Major Clarke's with ye SeG. Went to Evening Service and return'd to our lodgings.”240 

 
On Sunday, November 8, 1789, while in Connecticut, President Washington entered in his diary: 

 
“It being contrary to law and disagreeable to the People of this State to travel on the Sabbath 

Day - and my horses, after passing through such intolerable roads, wanting to rest, I stayed at Perkins' 
tavern (which, by the by, is not a good one) all day - and a meeting-house being within a few rods of 
the door, I attended morning and evening service, and heard very lame discourses from a Mr. Pond 
[Reverend Enoch Pond].241 

 
In his Autobiography, Benjamin Franklin stated: 

 
“I had been religiously educated as a Presbyterian; and tho' some of the dogmas of that 

persuasion, such as the eternal degrees of God, election, reprobation, etc., appeared to me 
unintelligible, others doubtful, and I early absented myself from the public assemblies of the sect, 
Sunday being my studying day, I never was without some religious principles. 

“I never doubted, for instance, the existence of the Deity; that He made the world, and 
govern'd it by His Providence; that the most acceptable service of God was the doing good to man; 
that our souls are immortal; and that all crime will be punished, and virtue rewarded, either here or 
hereafter.”242 

 
Benjamin Rush (January 4, 1745-April 19, 1813) was a member of the Continental Congress, signed 

the Declaration of Independence, was Surgeon General of the Continental Army and Treasurer of the U.S. 
Mint. He helped found Dickinson College and joined the staff of the Pennsylvania Hospital. In 1774, Rush 
helped found the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, the Philadelphia Bible Society; 
was a principal promoter of the American Sunday School Union. Dr. Benjamin Rush wrote his estimation of 
Roger Sherman, another signer of the Declaration in 1777: 

 
“He was not less distinguished for his piety than his patriotism. He once objected to a motion 

for Congress sitting on a Sunday upon an occasion which he thought did not require it, and gave as a 
reason for his objection a regard for the commands of his Maker.”243 

 
EDUCATION 
 

Columbia University (1754), founded in New York City. Originally named Kings College in honor of 
King George II, it was renamed Columbia College, 1784, and Columbia University, 1896. It has grown to 
become one of the most influential universities in America. 

Admission requirements for Columbia College, which John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, passed at the age of fourteen, included translating from Greek the first ten chapters of the 
Gospel of John and attending worship on Sundays: 
 

“No candidate shall be admitted into the College...unless he shall be able to render into English...the 
Gospels from the Greek....It is also expected that all students attend public worship on Sunday.”244 

 
Timothy Dwight (May 14, 1752-January 11, 1817) was an American educator and author. He was the 

president of Yale, 1795-1817. He was the grandson of Jonathan Edwards, the New England minister and 
president of Princeton University. Timothy Dwight's grandson, also named Timothy Dwight, was president of 
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Yale from 1886 to 1898. On July 4th, 1798, in New Haven, President Timothy Dwight delivered an address 
entitled, The Duty of Americans, at the Present Crisis, Illustrated in a Discourse, in which stated: 
 

“To destroy us therefore, in this dreadful sense, our enemies must first destroy our Sabbath 
and seduce us from the house of God.”245 

 
William Holmes McGuffey, in McGuffey's Fifth Eclectic Reader  (Cincinnati and New York: Van 

Antwerp, Bragg & Co., revised edition, 1879), included lesson XIII, "Respect for the Sabbath Rewarded": 
 

“In the city of Bath, not many years since, lived a barber who made a practice of following 
his ordinary occupation on the Lord's day. As he was on the way to his morning's employment, he 
happened to look into some place of worship just as the minister was giving out his text - "Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." He listened long enough to be convinced that he was constantly 
breaking the laws of God and man by shaving and dressing his customers on the Lord's day. He 
became uneasy, and went with a heavy heart to his Sabbath task.... 

“He discontinued his Sabbath work, went constantly and early to the public services of 
religion, and soon enjoyed that satisfaction of mind which is one of the rewards of doing our duty, and 
that peace which the world can neither give nor take away.... 

“Providence had now thrown him in his way in a most extraordinary manner, and he had 
great pleasure in transferring a great many thousand pounds to a worthy man, the rightful heir of the 
property. Thus was man's extremity God's opportunity.”246 

 
Henry Opukahai'a (d.1818) was the first Hawaiian convert to Christianity. Orphaned at age 10, he was 

raised by his uncle to be a pagan priest (kahuna)  of the Hawaiian religion. He grew disillusioned with the 
rituals and chants, and left on an American ship bound for New England with his Hawaiian friend, Thomas 
Hopu. There he was befriended by students and professors of Yale College and soon became a Christian. He 
studied Greek and Hebrew and translated sections of the Bible into the Hawaiian language. In his memoirs, 
which sold 500,000 copies after his death, Henry Opukahai'a wrote: 
 

“My poor countrymen, without knowledge of the true God, and ignorant of the future world, 
have no Bible to read, no Sabbath.”247 

 
John Wanamaker (July 11, 1838-December 12, 1922) was a U.S. Postmaster General, 1889-93; a 

financier; and founder of one of the first American department stores. He had served as secretary of the 
Philadelphia YMCA, 1857-61. In 1861, he formed a clothing business with Nathan Brown; in 1869 he founded 
John Wanamaker and Company.  

John Wanamaker help found the Bethany Presbyterian Church and served as a senior elder. He led a 
John Wesley Class Meeting,  with attendance growing to over 5,000 people, and was an active Sunday school 
superintendent for nearly 70 years.248 
 

Dallas High Schools (September 1946), published a Bible Study Course - New Testament, Bulletin 
No. 170.  It was authorized by the Board of Education, April 23, 1946, and printed in The Dallas Public 
Schools Printshop, Dallas, Texas: 
 

“Foreword....the Dallas public schools allowed one-half credit toward high-school graduation 
for the successful completion of a general survey course in the Bible, given in the churches and 
Sunday schools of the city. In 1939, it was decided to provide separate courses in the Old and the New 
Testaments, each course carrying one-half unit of credit toward high-school graduation. 

“E.B. Comstock, 
“Assistant Superintendent 
“in Charge of High Schools.”249 

 
CONSTITUTIONS 
 

The Constitution of the State of Vermont, adopted 1777, stated: 
 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, III…Every sect or denomination of people ought to observe 
the Sabbath, or the Lord's day, and keep up, and support, some sort of religious worship, which to 
them shall seem most agreeable to the revealed will of GOD.250 
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On October 31, 1785, James Madison introduced legislation in the Virginia Legislature entitled, "Bill 
for Punishing Disturbers of Religious Worship and Sabbath Breakers," which was passed in 1789: 

 
“If any person on Sunday shall himself be found laboring at his own or any other trade or 

calling, or shall employ the apprentices, servants or slaves in labor, or other business, except it be in 
the ordinary household offices of daily necessity, or other work of necessity or charity, he shall forfeit 
the sum of ten shillings for every such offense, deeming every apprentice, servant, or slave so 
employed, and every day he shall be so employed as constituting a distinct offense.”251 

 
United States Congress, 1789, during the period when Congress first met in the new capitol of 

Washington, D.C., the House and Senate Chaplains, which traditionally have always been Christian, regularly 
led service every Sunday in the House Chamber.”252 

 
The Constitution of the State of Alabama, adopted 1901, stated: 

 
“Article V, Section 125.  Approval, Veto of Bills....If any bill shall not be returned by the 

governor within six days, Sunday excepted, after if shall have been presented, the same shall become 
a law in like manner as if he had signed it.”253 

 
PRESIDENTS 

 
In his diary, which he kept meticulously, John Quincy Adams made note of his Sunday church 

attendance: 
 

“Scarcely a Sunday passes [that I fail to] hear something of which a pointed application to 
my own situation and circumstances occurs to my thoughts. It is often consolation, support, 
encouragement - sometimes warning and admonition, sometimes keen and trying remembrance of 
deep distress. The lines [of Isaac Watts' hymn sung] are of the cheering kind.”254 

 
On July 11, 1841, his seventy-fourth birthday, John Quincy Adams wrote in his diary: 
 

“My birthday happens this day upon the Sabbath. Every return of the day comes with a 
weight of solemnity more and more awful. How peculiarly impressive ought it then be when the 
annual warning of the shortening thread sounds in tones deepened by the church bell of the Lord's 
Day! The question comes with yearly aggravation upon my conscience, ‘What have I done with the 
seventy-four years that I have been indulged with the blessings of life.’”255 

 
In honor of the Sabbath, President William H. Harrison stated to visitors: 
 
“We shall be happy to see you at any time except on the Sabbath.”256 
 
Refusing to be inaugurated on the Sabbath, Zachary Taylor was sworn into office the following day, 

Monday, March 5, 1849.257 
 
President Millard Fillmore, who was a member of the Episcopalian Church,258 stated: 
 

“The Sabbath day I always kept as a day of rest. Besides being a religious duty, it was 
essential to health. On commencing my Presidential career, I found that the Sabbath had frequently 
been employed by visitors for private interviews with the President. I determined to put an end to this 
custom, and ordered my doorkeeper to meet all Sunday visitors with an indiscriminate refusal.”259 

 
On September 3, 1864, President Abraham Lincoln issued a Proclamation of a National Day of 

Thanksgiving on a Sunday: 
 

“The signal success that Divine Providence has recently vouchsafed to the operations of the 
United States fleet and army in the harbor of Mobile, and the reduction of Fort Powell, Fort Gaines, 
and Fort Morgan, and the glorious achievements of the army under Major-General Sherman in the 
State of Georgia, resulting in the capture of the city of Atlanta, call for devout acknowledgement to 
the Supreme Being, in whose hands are the destinies of nations. 
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“It is therefore requested that on next Sunday, in all places of public worship in the United 
States, thanksgiving be offered to Him for His mercy in preserving our national existence against the 
insurgent rebels who so long have been waging a cruel war against the Government of the United 
States for its overthrow; and also that prayer be made for the divine protection to our brave soldiers 
and their leaders in the field, who have so often and so gallantly periled their lives in battling with the 
enemy, and for blessing and comfort from the Father of Mercies to the sick, wounded, and prisoners, 
and to the orphans and widows of those who have fallen in the service of their country; and that He 
will continue to uphold the Government of the United States against all the efforts of public enemies 
and secret foes.”260 

 
On June 6, 1876, President Ulysses S. Grant wrote from Washington to the Editor of the Sunday 

School Times  in Philadelphia: 
 

“Your favor of yesterday asking a message from me to the children and the youth of the 
United States, to accompany your Centennial number, is this morning received. 

My advice to Sunday schools, no matter what their denomination, is: Hold fast to the Bible 
as the sheet anchor of your liberties; write its precepts in your hearts, and practice them in your lives. 
To the influence of this Book are we indebted for all the progress made in true civilization, and to this 
must we look as our guide in the future. "Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any 
people." 

Yours respectfully, 
U.S. Grant.”261 

 
In 1884, while fighting throat cancer, Ulysses S. Grant began writing his Memoirs at the behest of 

Mark Twain, who agreed to publish them. Encouraged by the affection and honor of the people of the country 
during his illness, Ulysses S. Grant, who was a Methodist, wrote: 

 
“I believe in the Holy Scriptures, and whoso lives by them will be benefitted thereby. Men 

may differ as to the interpretation, which is human, but the Scriptures are man's best guide.... 
“I did not go riding yesterday, although invited and permitted by my physicians, because it 

was the Lord's day, and because I felt that if a relapse should set in, the people who are praying for me 
would feel that I was not helping their faith by riding out on Sunday.... 

“Yes, I know, and I feel very grateful to the Christian people of the land for their prayers in 
my behalf. There is no sect or religion, as shown in the Old or New Testament, to which this does not 
apply.”262 

 
On November 2, 1966, after touring many Asian and Pacific nations, President Lyndon B. Johnson 

arrived in Dulles Airport where he recalled, to those waiting, a prayer offered ten days earlier while they 
attended Sunday service in the Cathedral Church of St. James, Townsville, northern Australia: 
 

“O God, Who has bound us together in the bundle of life, give us grace to understand how 
our lives depend upon the courage, the industry, the honesty, and the integrity of our fellow men; that 
we may be mindful of their needs and grateful for their faithfulness, and faithful in our responsibilities 
to them.263 

 
On Sunday, March 31, 1968, after attending church at St. Dominic's in Washington D.C., President 

Lyndon B. Johnson noted his feeling concerning his daughter Lynda's husband, Chuck Robb, and his daughter 
Luci's husband, Pat Nugent: 

 
“They were so very young, and they had such promising and happy lives ahead of them, if 

they were lucky. Pat already had his orders for Vietnam. In a matter of days, by his own insistence, he 
would be with Chuck Robb in action in Vietnam. The good Lord had blessed us with two brave sons-
in-law, and no man could have been prouder of them than I. Now, for a year or more, their wives 
would wait and pray, as other wives across America would, for their husbands to return to them and 
their babies.”264 

 
On March 6, 1984, at the annual convention of the National Association of Evangelicals, President 

Ronald Reagan stated: 
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“There was minister who put his sermon text on the pulpit a half an hour before service. And 
one Sunday a smart aleck hid the last page. And the minister preached powerfully, but when he got to 
the words, "So Adams said to Eve," he was horrified to discover that the final sheet was gone. And 
riffling through the other pages, he stalled time by repeating, "So Adam said to Eve" - and then in a 
low voice he said, "There seems to be a missing leaf."... 

Talking to a church audience like this reminds me of a little church in a little town in Illinois 
- Dixon, Illinois - that I used to attend as a boy. One sweltering Sunday morning in July, the minister 
told us he was going to preach the shortest sermon he had ever given. And then he said a single 
sentence: ‘If you think it's hot today, just wait.’”265 

 
MILITARY 
 

On August 3, 1776, General Washington issued the orders: 
 

“Parole Uxbridge. Countersign Virginia. 
“That the Troops may have an opportunity of attending public worship, as well as take some 

rest after the great fatigue they have come through; The General in future excuses them from fatigue 
duty on Sundays (except at the Ship Yards, or special occasions until further orders.266 

 
On May 2, 1778, General George Washington issued these orders to his troops at Valley Forge: 
 

“The Commander-in-Chief directs that Divine service be performed every Sunday at 11 
o'clock, in each Brigade which has a Chaplain. Those Brigades which have none will attend the places 
of worship nearest to them. 

“It is expected that officers of all ranks will, by their attendance, set an example for their 
men. While we are zealously performing the duties of good citizens and soldiers, we certainly ought 
not to be inattentive to the higher duties of religion. To the distinguished character of Patriot, it should 
be our highest Glory to laud the more distinguished Character of Christian.”267 

 
On March 22, 1783, from Newburg, New York, as recorded in the Orderly Book, General 

Washington directed: 
 

“In justice to the zeal and ability of the Chaplains, as well as to his own feelings, the 
Commander-in-Chief thinks it a duty to declare that the regularity and decorum with which Divine 
Service is performed every Sunday, will reflect great credit on the army in general, tend to improve 
the morals, and the same time increase the happiness of the soldiery, and must afford the most pure, 
rational entertainments for every serious and well-disposed mind.”268 

 
The House Judiciary Committee Report of 1854 referenced the orders United States Congress to the 

U.S. Navy: 
 

“The commanders of all ships and vessels in the navy having chaplains on board shall take 
care that divine service be performed in an orderly and reverent manner twice a day, and a sermon 
preached on Sunday, except bad weather or other extraordinary accident prevent it, and that they 
cause all, or as many of the ship's company as can be spared from duty, to attend every performance 
of the worship of Almighty God. 

 
“Chap. 204. - An Act for the better government of the navy of the United States.  Be it 

enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, from and after the first day of September next, the following articles be adopted and 
put in force for the government of the navy of the United States… 

 
“Article 2. The commanders of vessels and naval stations to which chaplains are attached 

shall cause divine service to be performed on Sunday, whenever the weather and other circumstances 
will allow it to be done; and it is earnestly recommended to all officers, seamen, and others in the 
naval service diligently to attend at every performance of the worship of Almighty God. Any 
irreverent or unbecoming behavior during divine service shall be punished as a general or summary 
court-martial shall direct.269 
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On a Sunday in 1853, on his way to Japan to protect American seamen, Commodore Matthew 
Calbraith Perry set his Bible on the capstan, read Psalm 100, then sang: 

 
Before Jehovah's awful throne 
Ye nations bow with sacred joy.270 

 
On November 15, 1862, from his Executive Mansion in Washington, President Lincoln issued a 

General Order Respecting the Observance of the Sabbath Day in the Army and Navy: 
 

“The President, Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, desires and enjoins the orderly 
observance of the Sabbath by the officers and men in the military and naval service. The importance 
for man and beast of the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights of Christian soldiers and sailors, a 
becoming deference to the best sentiment of a Christian people, and a due regard for the Divine Will 
demand that Sunday labor in the Army and Navy be reduced to the measure of strict necessity. 

“The discipline and character of the national forces should not suffer nor the cause they 
defend be imperiled by the profanation of the day or name of the Most High. "At this time of public 
distress," adopting the words of Washington in 1776, "men may find enough to do in the service of 
God and their country without abandoning themselves to vice and immorality." 

“The first general order issued by the Father of his Country after the Declaration of 
Independence indicates the spirit in which our institutions were founded and should ever be defended: 
"The General hopes and trusts that every officer and man will endeavor to live and act as becomes a 
Christian soldier defending the dearest rights and liberties of his country." 
Abraham Lincoln.271 

 
William Starke Rosecrans (September 6, 1819-March 11, 1898) was a Union General during the Civil 

War. He was noted for having increased the number of chaplains in his company, insisting that his troops not 
fight on the Sabbath, and conversed often with his staff in religious discussions, once till 4 a.m. for ten nights 
in a row. Having been a significant part of many major battles, General Rosecrans motto was: “God never fails 
those who truly trust.”272 
 

Oliver Otis Howard (November 8, 1830-1909) was a Union General during the Civil War. He served 
as Superintendent of West Point Academy, and was appointed by President Lincoln to lead the Freedmen's 
Bureau, assisting former slaves after the war, 1866-72. In 1867, he founded Howard University for freed 
slaves, serving as its president, 1869-73, and later founded Lincoln Memorial University, Cumberland Gap, 
Tennessee. General Oliver Otis Howard, whose understanding of the Gospel created controversy when he 
integrated a church, also served as the Chairman of the American Tract Society. He was known by his soldiers 
as the "Old Prayer Book," as he never drank, smoke or swore. In 1869, as Superintendent of West Point, he 
personally presented each incoming cadet with a Bible, initiating the practice. 

In 1863, Major-General Oliver Otis Howard addressed the officers and troops of the 127th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers: 
 

“I am glad to see so many of you out to hear preaching this Sabbath morning, and I would to 
God, that all the men of my command were true followers of Christ Jesus, the Lord. Soldiers, allow 
me to express, with your chaplain, the sincere desire of my heart, that we may meet at the right hand 
of the Great Judge in that day, which he has described to us.”273 

 
General Stonewall Jackson had faithfully taught an African-American Sunday school class in 

Lexington. He wrote to his pastor, the Reverend Dr. White: 
 

“My dear Pastor, 
“In my tent last night, after a fatiguing day's service, I remembered that I had failed to send 

you my contribution for our colored Sunday School. Enclosed you will find my check for that object, 
which please acknowledge at your earliest convenience and oblige yours faithfully, 

“T. Jackson.”274 
 
On Friday, June 7, 1889, from his Executive Mansion, President Benjamin Harrison wrote: 
 

“In November, 1862, President Lincoln quoted the words of Washington to sustain his own 
views, and announced in a general order that - 
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‘The President, Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, desires and enjoins the orderly 
observance of the Sabbath by the officers and men in the military and naval service. The importance 
for man and beast of the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights of Christian soldiers and sailors, a 
becoming deference to the best sentiment of a Christian people, and a due regard for the divine will 
demand that Sunday labor in the Army and Navy be reduced to the measure of strict necessity.’ 

“The truth so concisely stated can not be too faithfully regarded, and the pressure to ignore it 
is far less now than in the midst of war. To recall the kindly and considerate spirit of the orders issued 
by these great men in the most trying times of our history, and to promote contentment and efficiency, 
the President directs that Sunday-morning inspection will be merely of the dress and general 
appearance, without arms; and the more complete inspection under arms, with all men present, as 
required in paragraph 950, Army Regulations, 1889, will take place on Saturday. 

“Benj. Harrison. 
“By the President: Ronald Proctor, Secretary of War.”275 

 
On Sunday, January 20, 1918, in an Executive Order to the Army and Navy enjoining Sabbath 

observance, President Woodrow Wilson stated: 
 

“The President, commander in chief of the Army and Navy, following the reverent example 
of his predecessors, desires and enjoins the orderly observance of the Sabbath by the officers and men 
in the military and naval service of the United States. The importance for man and beast of the 
prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights of Christian soldiers and sailors, a becoming deference to the 
best sentiment of a Christian people, and a due regard for the Divine Will demand that Sunday labor 
in the Army and Navy be reduced to the measure of strict necessity. 

“Such an observance of Sunday is dictated by the best traditions of our people and by the 
convictions of all who look to Divine Providence for guidance and protection, and, in repeating in this 
order the language of President Lincoln, the President in confident that he is speaking alike to the 
hearts and to the consciences of those under his authority.”276 

 
On August 10, 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt attended the Mid-Atlantic Conference, as 

recorded by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill: 
 

“On Sunday morning, August 10, Mr. Roosevelt came aboard H.M.S. Prince of Wales and, 
with his Staff officers and several hundred representatives of all ranks of the United States Navy and 
Marines, attended Divine Service on the quarterdeck. 

“This service was felt by us all to be a deeply moving expression of the unity of faith of our 
two peoples, and none who took part in it will forget the spectacle presented that sunlit morning on 
the crowded quarterdeck – the symbolism of the Union Jack and the Stars and Stripes draped side by 
side on the pulpit; the American and British chaplains sharing in the reading of the prayers; the 
highest navel, military, and air officers of Britain and the United States grouped in one body behind 
the President and me; the close-packed ranks of British and American sailors, completely 
intermingled, sharing the same books and joining fervently together in the prayers and hymns familiar 
to both. 

“I chose the hymns myself -  ‘For Those in Peril on the Sea’ and ‘Onward Christian 
Soldiers.’ We ended with ‘Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past,’ which Macaulay reminds us the Ironsides 
had chanted as they bore John Hampden's body to the grave. 

“It was a great hour to live. Nearly half of those who sang were soon to die.”277 
 

On Sunday, September 2, 1945, aboard the battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, General Douglas 
MacArthur met with leaders of Allied forces to sign the treaty of the surrender of Japan. After signing, he 
offered a prayer: 

 
“Let us pray that peace be now restored to the world and that God will preserve it always.”278 

 
United States Corp of Cadets (1947), contained in their regulations: 
 

“Attendance at chapel is part of a cadet's training; no cadet will be exempted. Each cadet will 
receive religious training in one of the three particular faiths: Protestant, Catholic or Jewish.”279 

 
The U.S. Naval Academy required: 
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“All Midshipmen, except those on authorized outside church parties, shall attend Sunday 
services in the chapel.”280 

 
COURTS 
 

David Josiah Brewer (June 20, 1837-March 28, 1910) was a Justice of the United State Supreme 
Court, 1889-1910. He had been appointed by President Chester A. Arthur as a circuit court judge, 1884; and 
served as Justice of the Kansas Supreme Court, 1870-84. His uncle was Supreme Court Justice Stephen J. 
Field, with whom he serve 9 years on the bench. Justice David Josiah Brewer gave the court's opinion in the 
1892 case of Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States, (143 U.S. 457-458, 465-471, 36 L ed 226): 
 

“If we pass beyond these matters to a view of American life as expressed by its laws, its 
business, its customs and its society, we find everywhere a clear recognition of the same truth. Among 
other matters note the following: 

“The form of oath universally prevailing, concluding with an appeal to the Almighty; 
“the custom of opening sessions of all deliberative bodies and most conventions with prayer; 
“the prefatory words of all wills, "In the name of God, amen"; 
“the laws respecting the observance of the Sabbath, with the general cessation of all secular 

business, and the closing of courts, legislatures, and other similar public assemblies on that day; 
“the churches and church organizations which abound in every city, town and hamlet; 
“the multitude of charitable organizations existing everywhere under Christian auspices; 
“the gigantic missionary associations, with general support, and aiming to establish Christian 

missions in every quarter of the globe.”281 
 

South Carolina Supreme Court (1846), in the case of City of Charleston v. S.A. Benjamin, cites an 
individual who wilfully broke an Ordinance which stated: 
 

“No person or persons whatsoever shall publicly expose to sale, or sell...any goods, wares or 
merchandise whatsoever upon the Lords's day.”282 

 
The prosecuting attorney astutely explained the premise, stating: 

 
“Christianity is a part of the common law of the land, with liberty of conscience to all. It has 

always been so recognized....If Christianity is a part of the common law, its disturbance is punishable 
at common law. The U.S. Constitution allows it as a part of the common law. The President is 
allowed ten days [to sign a bill], with the exception of Sunday. The Legislature does not sit, public 
offices are closed, and the Government recognizes the day in all things.... 

“The observance of Sunday is one of the usages of the common law, recognized by our U.S. 
and State Governments.... 

“The Sabbath is still to be supported; Christianity is part and parcel of the common 
law....Christianity has reference to the principles of right and wrong....it is the foundation of those 
morals and manners upon which our society is formed; it is their basis. Remove this and they would 
fall....[Morality] has grown upon the basis of Christianity.”283 

 
The Supreme Court of South Carolina delivered its decision, declaring: 

 
“The Lord's day, the day of the Resurrection, is to us, who are called Christians, the day of 

rest after finishing a new creation. It is the day of the first visible triumph over death, hell and the 
grave! It was the birth day of the believer in Christ, to whom and through whom it opened up the way 
which, by repentance and faith, leads unto everlasting life and eternal happiness! On that day we rest, 
and to us it is the Sabbath of the Lord - its decent observance, in a Christian community, is that which 
ought to be expected.”284 
 
United States Congress (January 19, 1853), as part of a Congressional investigation, records the report 

of Mr. Badger of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 
 

“How comes it that Sunday, the Christian Sabbath, is recognized and respected by all the 
departments of Government? In the law, Sunday is a "dies non;" it cannot be used for the service of 
legal process, the returns of writs, or other judicial purposes. The executive departments, the public 
establishments, are all closed on Sundays; on that day neither House of Congress sits.... 
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Here is a recognition by law, and by universal usage, not only of a Sabbath, but of the 
Christian  Sabbath, in exclusion of the Jewish or Mohammedan Sabbath. Why, then, do the petitioners 
exclaim against this invasion of their religious rights? Why do they not assert that a national Sabbath, 
no less than a national Church, is an establishment of religion?...The recognition of the Christian 
Sabbath is complete and perfect. The officers who receive salaries, or per-diem compensation, are 
discharged from duty on this day, because it is the Christian Sabbath, and yet suffer no loss or 
diminution of pay on that account.285 
 
William Strong (May 6, 1808-August 19, 1895) was an Associate Justice of U.S. Supreme Court, 

1870-80. He had previously served as a U.S. Representative, 1847-51, and as a justice on the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania, 1857-68. He was also president of the American Sunday School Union, 1883-95. 

 
 
V. THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT 
 

“Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.” - Ex. 20:12, Deut. 5:16 

 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gave this definition: 
 

HON'OR, v.t on'or. [L. honoro.] 
1.  To revere; to respect; to treat with deference and submission, and perform relative duties to. 
 Honor thy father and thy mother. Ex.20. 
2.  To reverence; to manifest the highest veneration for, in words and actions; to entertain the most 
exalted thoughts of; to worship; to adore. 
 That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. John 5. 
3.  To dignify; to raise to distinction or notice; to elevate in rank or station; to exalt. Men are 
sometimes honored with titles and offices, which they do not merit. 
 Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honor. 
 Esth.6. 
4.  To glorify; to render illustrious. 
 I will be honored upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host. Ex.14. 
5.  To treat with due civility and respect in the ordinary intercourse of life.  The troops honored the 
governor with a salute. 
6.  In commerce, to accept and pay when due; as, to honor a bill of exchange. 

 
 The influences of the Fifth Commandment to honor parents are referenced below: 
 
FOUNDERS 

 
As a youth, George Washington copied in his own handwriting 110 Rules of Civility and Decent 

Behavior in Company and Conversation, which included: 
 

“108) When you speak of God, or His Attributes, let it be Seriously & Reverence, Honor & 
Obey your Natural Parents altho they be poor.”286 
 
On February 21, 1825, in a letter to Thomas Jefferson Smith, the son of a friend, Thomas Jefferson 

gave the admonition: 
 

“Adore God. Reverence and cherish your parents. Love your neighbor as yourself. Be just. 
Be true. Murmur not at the ways of Providence. So shall the life into which you have entered be the 
Portal to one of eternal and ineffable bliss.”287 

 
In 1754, in a pamphlet entitled Information to Those Who Would Remove to America, Benjamin 

Franklin wrote to Europeans interested in immigrating or sending their youth to this land: 
 

“Hence bad examples to youth are more rare in America, which must be a comfortable 
consideration to parents.”288 
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EDUCATION 

 
The Rules and Precepts  observed at Harvard, September 26, 1642, stated: 

 
“6. None shall...frequent the company and society of such men as lead an unfit, and dissolute 

life. Nor shall any without his Tutors leave, or without the call of Parents or Guardians, goe abroad to 
other Townes.”289 

 
Colony of Connecticut, 1690, in the legislature, passed the law: 
 

“This [legislature] observing that...there are many persons unable to read the English tongue 
and thereby incapable to read the holy Word of God or the good laws of this colony...it is ordered that 
all parents and masters shall cause their respective children and servants, as they are capable, to be 
taught to read distinctly the English tongue.”290 

 
In A Manual of Useful Studies, published in New Haven, 1839, Noah Webster stated: 

 
“In the family are formed the elements of civil governments; the family discipline is the 

model of all social order;...The respect for the law and the magistrate begins in the respect for 
parents.... 

“Families are the nurseries of good and bad citizens. The parent who neglects to restrain and 
govern his child, or who, by his example, corrupts him, is the enemy of the community to which he 
belongs; the parent who instructs his child in good principles, and subjects him to correct discipline, is 
the guardian angel of his child, and the best benefactor of society.”291 

 
Noah Webster stated: 
 

“To give children a good education in manners, arts and science, is important; to give them a 
religious education is indispensable; and an immense responsibility rests on parents and guardians 
who neglect these duties.”292 

 
PRESIDENTS 
 

In September of 1811, John Quincy Adams wrote a letter to his son from St. Petersburg, Russia, while serving 
for the second time in the U.S. Ministry to that country: 

 
“So great is my veneration for the Bible, and so strong my belief, that when duly read and 

meditated on, it is of all books in the world, that which contributes most to make men good, wise, and 
happy - that the earlier my children begin to read it, the more steadily they pursue the practice of 
reading it throughout their lives, the more lively and confident will be my hopes that they will prove 
useful citizens of their country, respectable members of society, and a real blessing to their 
parents.”293 

 
On May 1, 1926, before the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America, Washington, D.C., 

President Calvin Coolidge stated: 
 

“Such thought as I have been able to give to the subject and such observations as have come 
within my experience have convinced me that there is no substitute for the influences of the home and 
of religion. These take hold of the innermost nature of the individual and play a very dominant part in 
the formation of personality and character. This most necessary and most valuable service has to be 
performed by the parents.”294 

 
On May 20, 1981, in a Proclamation of Father's Day, President Ronald Reagan stated: 

 
“’Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it,’ 

Solomon tells us. Clearly, the future is in the care of our parents. Such is the responsibility, promise, 
and hope of fatherhood. Such is the gift that our fathers give us.”295 
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On March 8, 1983, at the National Association of Evangelicals in Orlando, Florida, President Reagan 
stated: 

 
“I've watched TV panel shows discuss this issue, seen columnists' pontification on our error, 

but no one seems to mention morality as playing a part in the subject of sex. Is the Judeo-Christian 
tradition wrong? Are we to believe that something so sacred can be looked upon as a pure physical 
thing with no potential for emotional and psychological harm? 

“And isn't it the parents' right to give counsel and advice to keep their children from making 
mistakes that may affect their entire lives? Many of us in government would like to know what 
parents think about this intrusion into their families by government. We're going to fight in the courts.  

“The right of parents and the rights of family take precedence over those of Washington-
based bureaucrats and social engineers.296 

 
LEADERS 
 

Jedediah Strong Smith (June 24, 1798-May 27, 1831) was an American trader and explorer. His 
expeditions were exceeded in importance only by those of Lewis and Clark. He help lead expeditions up the 
Missouri River, with characters such as keelboatmen Mike Fink, Talbot, and Carpenter. He led expeditions 
across the Rocky Mountains, 1822-26; from California to the Oregon coast; across the Mojave desert and the 
Sierra Nevadas; and along the Santa Fe Trail, 1826-29. Jedediah Strong Smith, along with two other partners, 
operated the successful fur-trading company of Smith, Jackson and Sublette, in Salt Lake City He discovered 
the South Pass through the Rockies and established the first land route to California. 

Jedediah’s honor for his parents can be seen in his letter to his parents in Ohio, December 24, 1829, 
written from Wind River on the east side of the Rocky Mountains: 
 

“It is a long time since I left home & many times I have been ready, to bring my business to a 
close & endeavor to come home; but have been hindered hitherto.... 

“However I will endeavor, by the assistance of Divine Providence, to come home as soon as 
possible...but whether I shall ever be allowed the privilege, God only knows, I feel the need of the 
watch & care of a Christian Church. 

“You may well suppose that our Society is of the roughest kind. Men of good morals seldom 
enter into business of this kind - I hope you will remember me before the Throne of Grace.... 

“May God in His infinite mercy allow me soon to join My Parents is the Prayer of your 
undutiful Son, 
“Jedediah S. Smith.”297 

 
On Tuesday, February 5, the U.S. Representative from Oklahoma, J.C. Watts, delivered the 

Republican response to President Clinton's State of the Union Address: 
 

“I didn't get my values from Washington. I got my values from my parents, from Buddy and 
Helen Watts, in Eufaula, Oklahoma. I got my values growing up in a poor black neighborhood on the 
east side of the railroad tracks, where money was scarce but dreams were plentiful and love was all 
around. 

“I got my values from a strong family, a strong church and a strong neighborhood. I wasn't 
raised to be a Republican or Democrat. 

“My parents just taught by example. They taught me and my brothers and sisters that, if you 
lived under their roof, you were going to work. They taught us, if you made a mistake, as we all do, 
you've got to own up to it, you call it what it is, and you try to turn it around. They taught us, if you 
spend more money than you make, you're on a sure road to disaster.”298 

 
On February 5, 1996, Margaret Thatcher stated: 
 

“Responsibility to your parents, to your children, to your God. This really binds us together 
in a way that nothing else does. If you accept freedom, you've got to have principles about the 
responsibility. You can't do this without a biblical foundation. Your Founding Fathers came over with 
that. They came over with the doctrines of the New Testament as well as the Old.”299 

 
COURTS 
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New York Supreme Court (December 30, 1993), in the Appellate Division, stated in the case of 
Alfonso v. Fernandez, that the public schools in New York City are: 

 
“[Parents should not be] compelled by state authority to send their children into an 

environment where they will be permitted, even encouraged, to obtain a contraceptive device, which 
the parents disfavor as a matter of private belief. 

“The amici miss the point. The primary purpose of the Board of Education is not to serve as 
a health provider. Its reason for being is education. 

“No judicial or legislative authority directs or permits teachers and other public school 
educators to dispense condoms to minor, unemancipated students without the knowledge or consent 
of their parents. Nor do we believe that they have any inherent authority to do so.... 

“[Parents] enjoy a well-recognized liberty interest in rearing and educating their children to 
accord with their own views, [citing U.S. Supreme Court cases from the 1920's, Pierce v. Society of 
Sisters  and Meyer v. Nebraska ] 

“The Constitution gives parents the right to regulate their children's sexual behavior as best 
they can, [a contraceptive decision] is clearly within the purview of the petitioners' constitutionally 
protected right to rear their children.”300 
 
 

VI. THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT 
 

“Thou shalt not kill.” - Ex. 20:13, Deut. 5:17 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s originial 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gives the definition: 
 

MUR'DER, n. [L. mors.] 
1.  The act of unlawfully killing a human being with premeditated malice, by a person of sound mind.  
To constitute murder in law, the person killing another must be of sound mind or in possession of his 
reason, and the act must be done with malice prepense, aforethought or premeditated; but malice may 
be implied, as well as express. 
2.  An outcry, when life is in danger. 
 
MUR'DER, v.t. 
1.  To kill a human being with premeditated malice. [See the Noun.] 
2.  To destroy; to put an end to. 
 Canst thou murder thy breath in middle of a word? 
 
MUR'DERED, pp.  Slain with malice prepense. 
 
MUR'DERER, n.  A person who in possession of his reason, unlawfully kills a human being with 
premeditated malice. 
1.  A small piece of ordnance. 

 
 The influence of the Sixth Commandment on America was and is felt in courts across the land, and is 
so obvious as to not require additional citations, but a few are offered below. 
 
FOUNDERS 
 

George Washington's father, Augustine Washington, who was an active vestryman in Truro Parish, 
Virginia, recorded the baptism of George in his own handwriting in the old family Bible, April of 1732: 
 

“George William, son to Augustine Washington and Mary, his wife, was born the eleventh 
day of February, 1731-32, about ten in the morning, and was baptized the 3rd April following, Mr. 
Bromley Whiting, and Captain Christopher Brooks godfathers, and Mrs. Mildred Gregory 
godmother.”301 

 
Augustine Washington, George's father, was a man of large stature. He died on April 12, 1743, at the 

age of forty-nine, when George was only eleven years old. His last words were: 
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“I thank God that in all my life I never struck a man in anger; for had I done so I am sure (so 

great is my strength) that I would have killed my antagonist. Then his blood, at this awesome 
moment, would lie heavily on my soul. As it is, I die at peace with all mankind.”302 

 
EDUCATION 
 

Noah Webster's 1828 edition of the American Dictionary of the English Language contained 
numerous Scripture verses from the Old and New Testaments to clarify the context in which a word was to be 
used. The word Law  had the definition: 

 
“Law of Nature ....is a rule or conduct arising out of the natural relations of human beings 

established by the Creator, and existing prior to any positive precept. Thus it is a law of nature,  that 
one man should not injure another, and murder and fraud would be crimes, independent of any 
prohibition from a supreme power.... A rule of direction; a directory; as reason and natural 
conscience. ‘These, having not the law, are a law to themselves.’ Rom.ii.”303 

 
On July 4th, 1798, in New Haven, Yale President Timothy Dwight delivered an address entitled, The 

Duty of Americans, at the Present Crisis, Illustrated in a Discourse, in which stated: 
 

“The great and good ends proposed by the Illuminati as the ultimate objects of their union are 
the overthrow of religion, government, and human society, civil and domestic. These they pronounce 
to be so good that murder, butchery, and war, however extended and dreadful, are declared by them to 
be completely justifiable if necessary for these great purposes.”304 

 
William Linn. May 1, 1789, was elected Chaplain of U.S. House of Representatives and given a 

salary of $500 from the Federal Treasury. He was a respected minister in New York City, and the father of the 
poet John Blair Linn (1777-1804). Reverend William Linn stated: 
 

“Let my neighbor once persuade himself that there is no God, and he will soon pick my 
pocket, and break not only my leg but my neck. If there be no God, there is no law, no future account; 
government then is the ordinance of man only, and we cannot be subject for conscience sake.”305 

 
STATE LAWS 
 

The Constitution of the State of Alabama, adopted 1901, stated: 
 

“Article VIII, Section 182. Disqualification of voters. The following persons shall be 
disqualified both from registering, and from voting, namely: All idiots and insane persons; those who 
shall be reason of conviction of crime be disqualified from voting at the time of the ratification of this 
Constitution; those who shall be convicted of treason, murder…”306 
 

“Article IV, Section 86.  Dueling. The legislature shall pass such penal laws as it may deem 
expedient to suppress the evil practice of dueling.”307 

 
The Constitution of the State of Texas, adopted August 27, 1845), stated: 
 

“Article VII, Section 1.  Members of the Legislature, and all officers, before they enter upon 
the duties of their offices, shall take the following oath or affirmation: ‘….and I do further solemnly 
swear (or affirm,) that since the adoption of this Constitution by the Congress of the United States, I 
being a citizen of this State, have not fought a duel with deadly weapons within this State, nor out of 
it; nor have I sent or accepted a challenge to fight a duel with deadly weapons; nor have I acted as 
second in carrying a challenge, or aided, advised, or assisted any person thus offending - So Help Me 
God.’”308 

 
Since Alexander Hamilton had been successful in helping to outlaw dueling in New York, he and 

Aaron Burr took their places on the New Jersey side of the Hudson River. On July 11, 1804, Hamilton was 
fatally shot. He suffered for thirty-one hours before death. The Reverend Benjamin Moore, Episcopalian 
Bishop of New York, stayed with him, ministering the last rites.309 
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California Supreme Court, May 16, 1994, delivered a landmark 6-1 decision giving California one of 
the toughest fetal murder laws in the nation. In the majority opinion, Chief Justice Malcolm Lucas stated: 
 

“The third-party killing of a fetus with malice aforethought is murder...as long as the state 
can show that the fetus has progressed beyond the embryonic stage of seven to eight weeks.’310 

 
PRESIDENTS 
 

On December 3, 1906, in his Sixth Annual Message to Congress, President Theodore Roosevelt 
stated: 
 

“A great many white men are lynched, but the crime is peculiarly frequent in respect to black 
men. The greatest existing cause of lynching is the perpetration, especially by black men, of the 
hideous crime of rape – the most abominable in all the category of crimes, even worse than murder. 

“Mobs frequently avenge the commission of this crime by themselves torturing to death the 
man committing it; thus avenging in bestial fashion a bestial deed, and reducing themselves to a level 
with the criminal….  

“Moreover, in my judgement, the crime of rape should always be punished with death, as is 
the case with murder; assault with intent to commit rape should be made a capital crime.”311 

 
On February 2, 1984, a National Prayer Breakfast, President Ronald Reagan stated: 

 
“This power of prayer can be illustrated by the story that goes back to the fourth century - the 

monk living in a little remote village, spending most of his time in prayer or tending the garden from 
which he obtained his sustenance.... 

“One day he thought he heard the voice of God telling him to go to Rome. And believing that 
he had heard, he set out. Weeks and weeks later, he arrived there, having traveled most of the way on 
foot. It was at a time of a festival in Rome. They were celebrating over the Goths. He followed a 
crowd into the Colosseum, and then, there in the midst of this great crowd, he saw the gladiators come 
forth, stand before the Emperor, and say, ‘We who are about to die salute you.’ 

“And he realized they were going to fight to the death for the entertainment of the crowds. 
He cried out, ‘In the Name of Christ, stop!’ And his voice was lost in the tumult there in the great 
Colosseum. 

“And as the games began, he made his way down through the crowd and climbed over the 
wall and dropped to the floor of the arena. Suddenly the crowds saw this scrawny little figure making 
his way out to the gladiators and saying, over and over again, ‘In the Name of Christ, stop!’ 

“And they thought it was part of the entertainment, and at first they were amused. But then, 
when they realized it wasn't, they grew belligerent and angry. And as he was pleading with the 
gladiators, ‘In the Name of Christ, stop!’ one of them plunged his sword into his body. And as he fell 
to the sand of the arena in death, his last words were, ‘In the Name of Christ, stop!’ 

“And suddenly, a strange thing happened. The gladiators stood looking at this tiny form lying 
in the sand. A silence fell over the Colosseum. And then, someplace up in the upper tiers, an 
individual made his way to an exit and left, and the others began to follow. And in the dead silence, 
everyone left the Colosseum. That was the last battle to the death between gladiators in the Roman 
Colosseum. Never again did anyone kill or did men kill each other for the entertainment of the crowd. 

“One tiny voice that could hardly be heard above the tumult. ‘In the Name of Christ, stop!’ It 
is something we could be saying to each other throughout the world today.”312 
 

 
VII. THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 
 

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” - Ex. 20:14, Deut. 5:18 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gives the following definitions: 
 

ADUL'TERY, n.  [L. adulterium.  See Adulterate.] 
1.  Violation of the marriage bed; a crime, or a civil injury, which introduces, or may introduce, into a 
family, a spurious offspring. 
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By the laws of Connecticut, the sexual intercourse of any man, with a married woman, is the crime of 
adultery in both: such intercourse of a married man, with an unmarried woman, is fornication in both, 
and adultery of the man, within the meaning of the law respecting divorce; but not a felonious 
adultery in either, or the crime of adultery at common law, or by statute.  This latter offense is, in 
England, proceeded with only in the ecclesiastical courts. 
In common usage, adultery means the unfaithfulness of any married person to the marriage bed.  In 
England, Parliament grant absolute divorces for infidelity to the marriage bed in either party; and the 
spiritual courts divorce a mensa et thoro. 
2.  In a scriptural sense, all manner of lewdness or unchastity, as in the seventh commandment. 
3.  In scripture, idolatry, or apostasy from the true God.  Jer. 3. 
4.  In old laws, the fine and penalty imposed for the offense of adultery. 
5.  In ecclesiastical affairs, the intrusion of a person into a bishopric, during the life of the bishop. 
6.  Among ancient naturalists, the grafting of trees was called adultery, being considered as an 
unnatural union. 
 
ADUL'TERER, n.  [L. adulter.] 
1.  A man guilty of adultery; a man who has sexual commerce with any married woman, except his 
wife.  [See Adultery.] 
2.  In scripture, an idolator.  Ezek. 23. 
3.  An apostate from the true faith, or one who violates his covenant engagements; a very wicked 
person.  Jer. 9 and 23. 
4.  One devoted to earthly things.  James, 4. 
ADUL'TERESS, n.  A married woman guilty of incontinence. 
 
ADUL'TERINE, a.  Proceeding from adulterous commerce; spurious. 
 
ADUL'TERINE,  n.  In the civil law, a child issuing from an adulterous connection. 
 
ADUL'TEROUS, a. 
1.  Guilty of adultery; pertaining to adultery. 
2.  In scripture, idolatrous, very wicked.  Mat. 12 and 16.  Mark, 8. 

 
 The influence of the Seventh Commandment is shown in Colonial Documents, State Documents, 
Court Decisions, Historians, Presidents, etc., as referenced below: 
 
COLONIAL DOCUMENTS 
 

Code of the Connecticut General Court, 1650, in the Capital Laws Section of the Code, stated: 
 

“6.  If any man or woman shall lie with any beast or brute creature, by carnal copulation, 
they shall surely be put to death, and the beast shall be slain and buried. Lev. 20:15, 16. 

“7.  If any man lies with mankind as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed 
abomination, they both shall surely be put to death. Lev. 20:13.”313 

 
The Colonial Legislature of New York Colony, 1665, enacted: 

 
“It is ordered that a church shall be built in each parish, capable of holding two hundred 

persons; that ministers of every church shall preach every Sunday, and pray for the king, queen, the 
Duke of York, and the royal family; and to marry persons after legal publication of license… 

“Church wardens to report twice a year all misdemeanors, such as swearing, profaneness, 
Sabbath-breaking, drunkenness, fornication, adultery, and all such abominable sins.”314 

 
STATE DOCUMENTS 
 

The Constitution of the State of New York, adopted 1777, stated: 
 

“Article XXXVIII.  The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, 
without discrimination or preference, shall forever hereafter be allowed, within this State, to all 
mankind: Provided, that the liberty of conscience, hereby granted, shall not be so construed as to 
excuse acts of licentiousness.”315 
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The Constitution of the State of Arizona, adopted December 12, 1911, stated:  
 
“Second.  Polygamy. Polygamous or plural marriages, or polygamous co-habitation, are forever 
prohibited within the State.”316 

 
The Constitution of the State of Texas, adopted August 27, 1845), stated: 
 
“Article VII, Section 18.  No divorce shall be granted by the Legislature.”317 

 
The Constitution of the State of Alabama, adopted 1901, stated: 
 

“Article VIII, Section 182. Disqualification of voters. The following persons shall be 
disqualified both from registering, and from voting, namely: All idiots and insane persons; those who 
shall be reason of conviction of crime be disqualified from voting at the time of the ratification of this 
Constitution; those who shall be convicted of treason, murder, arson, embezzlement, malfeasance in 
office, larceny, receiving stolen  property, obtaining property or money under false pretenses, perjury, 
subordination of perjury, robbery, assault with intent to rob, burglary, forgery, bribery, assault and 
battery on the wife, bigamy, living in adultery, sodomy, incest…”318 

 
COURTS 
 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court (1824), in the case of Updegraph v. The Commonwealth, 11 Serg. & R. 
393-394, 398-399, 402-407 (1824), recorded the court's declaration that: 

 
“The act against cursing and swearing, and breach of the Lord's day; the act forbidding 

incestuous marriages, perjury by taking a false oath upon the book, fornication and adultery...for all 
these are founded on Christianity - for all these are restraints upon civil liberty.”319  

 
United States Supreme Court (1885), in the case of Murphy v. Ramsey & Others, 144 U.S. 15, 45 (1885), gave 

its opinion: 
 

“Every person who has a husband or wife living...and marries another...is guilty of 
polygamy, and shall be punished.… 

“Certainly no legislation can be supposed more wholesome and necessary in the founding of 
a free, self-governing commonwealth...than that which seeks to establish it on the basis of the idea of 
the family, as consisting in and springing from the union for life of one man and one woman in the 
holy estate of matrimony; 

“[Marriage is] the sure foundation of all that is stable and noble in our civilization; the best 
guarantee of that reverent morality which is the source of all beneficent progress in social and 
political improvement.”320 

 
United States Supreme Court (1889), stated in the case of Davis v. Beason,  133 U.S. 333, 341-343, 348 

(1890), that the U.S. considers bigamy and polygamy as crimes. The State of Idaho also declared bigamy and polygamy 
illegal, and declared that anyone who commits it, teaches it or even encourages it, is forbidden from voting or holding 
office in that Territory. 

A man named Samuel Davis was caught in the crime, fined and jailed. He argued that he was being imprisoned 
for his religious belief and that he should have the freedom to commit bigamy and polygamy under the First 
Amendment. The decision of the Court was delivered by Justice Stephen Field, who had been appointed by President 
Abraham Lincoln in 1863. It stated: 

 
“Bigamy and polygamy are crimes by the laws of all civilized and Christian countries. They 

are crimes by the laws of the United States, and they are crimes by the laws of Idaho. They tend to 
destroy the purity of the marriage relation, to disturb the peace of families, to degrade woman and 
debase man..., 

To extend exemption from punishment for such crimes would be to shock the moral 
judgement of the community. To call their advocacy a tenet of religion is to offend the commons 
sense of mankind. 
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There have been sects which denied as a part of their religious tenets that there should be any 
marriage tie, and advocated promiscuous intercourse of the sexes as prompted by the passions of its 
members.... 

Should a sect of either of these kinds ever find its way into this country, swift punishment 
would follow the carrying into effect of its doctrines, and no heed would be given to the pretence 
that...their supporters could be protected in their exercise by the Constitution of the United States. 

Probably never before in the history of this country has it been seriously contended that the 
whole punitive power of the government for acts, recognized by the general consent of the Christian 
world...must be suspended in order that the tenets of a religious sect...may be carried out without 
hindrance. 

The constitutions of several States, in providing for religious freedom, have declared 
expressly that such freedom shall not be construed to excuse acts of licentiousness..… 

The constitution of New York of 1777 provided: The free exercise and enjoyment of 
religious profession and worship, without discrimination or preference, shall forever hereafter be 
allowed, within this State, to all mankind: Provided, That the liberty of conscience, hereby granted, 
shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness....The constitutions of California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nevada and South Carolina contain a similar declaration.”321 

 
United States Supreme Court (1878), rendered its opinion on the case of Reynolds v. United States,  

98 U.S. 145, 165 (1878). The same men that passed the act creating religious freedom in Virginia, also passed 
very strict laws against polygamy and sexual immorality, as documented in the Supreme Court's decision of 
1878: 
 

“It is a significant fact that on the 8th of December, 1788, after the passage of the act 
establishing religious freedom, and after the convention of Virginia had recommended as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States the declaration in a bill of rights that ‘all men 
have an equal, natural, and unalienable right to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates 
of conscience,’[that] the legislature of that State substantially enacted the...death penalty...[for 
polygamy].322 

 
United States Supreme Court (1890), in the case of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints v. 

United States, 136 U.S. 1 (1890), forbade the practice of polygamy in the United States, stating: 
 

“It is contrary to the spirit of Christianity and the civilization which Christianity has produced in the 
Western world.”323 
 
United States Supreme Court (1986), in the case of Bowers v. Hardwick,  478 U.S. 186, 92 L Ed 2d 140, 106 

S. Ct. 2841, p. 149, Chief Justice Warren E. Burger delivered the Court's decision censuring the act of sodomy: 
 

“Condemnation of those practices is firmly rooted in Judeo-Christian moral and ethical 
standards.”324 

 
“Sodomy was a criminal offense at common law and was forbidden by the laws of the 

original 13 States when they ratified the Bill of Rights. In 1868, when the Fourteenth Amendment was 
ratified, all but five of the 37 States in the Union had criminal sodomy laws. In fact, until 1961, all 50 
states outlawed sodomy... provid[ing] criminal penalties for sodomy performed in private and 
between consenting adults.”325 

 
HISTORIANS 
 

Alexis de Tocqueville, in his work Democracy in America (1835, 1840) stated: 
 

“I do not question that the great austerity of manners that is observable in the United States 
arises, in the first instance, from religious faith....Women are the protectors of morals. There is 
certainly no country in the world where the tie of marriage is more respected than in America or 
where conjugal happiness is more highly or worthily appreciated.”326 
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Horace Greeley (February 3, 1811-November 29, 1872) was an American journalist, newspaper editor 
and politician. He made famous the phrase, "Go West, Young Man!" Horace Greeley founded and edited the 
New York Tribune  daily paper and The New Yorker  magazine. 

Called by the poet, John Greenleaf Whittier, "our later Franklin," Greeley's strong anti-slavery 
editorials helped to stir the North to oppose slavery. He was one of the founders of the Republican Party and 
used his influence to secure the nomination of Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency. In his Autobiography,  
Horace Greeley wrote: 
 

“I must consider Jesus of Nazareth a better authority as to what is Christian and what pleases 
God than you are. His testimony on the subject is expressed and unequivocal (Matt. xix. 9) that a 
marriage can be ruthfully dissolved because of adultery alone.”327 

 
PRESIDENTS 
 

On May 26, 1777, in a circular to the brigadier-generals, General Washington wrote: 
 

“Let vice and immorality of every kind be discouraged as much as possible in your brigade; 
and, as a chaplain is allowed to each regiment, see that the men regularly attend divine worship. 
Gaming of every kind is expressly forbidden, as being the foundation of evil, and the cause on many a 
brave and gallant officer's ruin. Games of exercise for amusement may not only be permitted but 
encouraged.328 

 
On March 10, 1778, as recorded in The Writings of George Washington  (March 1-May 31, 1778, 

11:83-84, published by the U.S. Government Printing Office, 1934), George Washington issued the order: 
 
“At a General Court Marshall whereof Colo. Tupper was President (10th March 1778) 

Lieutt. Enslin of Colo. Malcom's Regiment tried for attempting to commit sodomy, with John 
Monhort a soldier; Secondly, For Perjury in swearing to false Accounts, found guilty of the charges 
exhibited against him, being breaches of 5th. Article 18th. Section of the Articles of War and do 
sentence him to be dismiss'd the service with Infamy. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
approves the sentence and with Abhorrence and Detestation of such Infamous Crimes orders Liett. 
Enslin to be drummed out of Camp tomorrow morning by all the Drummers and Fifers in the Army 
never to return; The Drummers and Fifers to attend on the Grand parade at Guard mounting for that 
Purpose.”329 

 
On December 4, 1871, in his Third Annual Message to Congress, President Ulysses S. Grant stated: 

 
“In Utah there still remains a remnant of barbarism, repugnant to civilization, to decency, 

and to the laws of the United States. Territorial officers, however, have been found who are willing to 
perform their duty in a spirit of equity and with a due sense of the necessity of sustaining the majesty 
of the law. 

“Neither polygamy nor any other violation of existing statutes will be permitted within the 
territory of the United States. It is not with the religion of the self-styled Saints that we are now 
dealing, but with their practices. They will be protected in the worship of God according to the 
dictates of their consciences, but they will not be permitted to violate the laws under the cloak of 
religion.”330 

 
On December 4, 1871, in his Third Annual Message to Congress, President Ulysses S. Grant stated: 
 

“In Utah there still remains a remnant of barbarism, repugnant to civilization, to decency, 
and to the laws of the United States. Territorial officers, however, have been found who are willing to 
perform their duty in a spirit of equity and with a due sense of the necessity of sustaining the majesty 
of the law. 

“Neither polygamy nor any other violation of existing statutes will be permitted within the 
territory of the United States. It is not with the religion of the self-styled Saints that we are now 
dealing, but with their practices. 

“They will be protected in the worship of God according to the dictates of their consciences, 
but they will not be permitted to violate the laws under the cloak of religion. It may be advisable for 
Congress to consider what, in the execution of the laws against polygamy, is to be the status of plural 
wives and their offspring. 
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“The propriety of Congress passing an enabling act authorizing the Territorial legislature of 
Utah to legitimize all children born prior to a time fixed in the act might be justified by its humanity 
to these innocent children.” 

 
On December 7, 1875, in his Seventh Annual Message to Congress, President Ulysses S. Grant stated: 
 

“In nearly every annual message that I have had the honor of transmitting to Congress I have 
called attention to the anomalous, not to say scandalous, condition of affairs existing in the Territory 
of Utah, and have asked for definite legislation to correct it. 

“That polygamy should exist in a free, enlightened, and Christian country, without the power 
to punish so flagrant a crime against decency and morality, seems preposterous. 

“True, there is no law to sustain this unnatural vice; but what is needed is a law to punish it 
as a crime, and at the same time to fix that status of the innocent children, the offspring of this system, 
and of the possibility innocent plural wives. But as an institution polygamy should be banished from 
the land.… 

I deem of vital importance [to]....drive out licensed immorality, such as polygamy and the 
importation of women for illegitimate purposes.”331 

 
On Tuesday, December 6, 1881, in his First Annual Message to Congress, President Chester A. 

Arthur stated: 
 

“For many years the Executive, in his annual message to Congress, has urged the necessity 
of stringent legislation for the suppression of polygamy in the Territories, and especially in the 
Territory of Utah. The existing statute for the punishment of this odious crime, so revolting to the 
moral and religious sense of Christendom, has been persistently and contemptuously violated ever 
since its enactment.”332 

 
On Tuesday, December 8, 1885, in his First Annual Message to Congress, President Grover 

Cleveland stated: 
 

“The strength, the perpetuity, and the destiny of the nation rest upon our homes, established 
by the law of God, guarded by parental care, regulated by parental authority, and sanctified by 
parental love.... 

“The mothers of our land, who rule the nation as they mold the characters and guide the 
actions of their sons, live according to God's holy ordinances, and each, secure and happy in the 
exclusive love of the father of her children, sheds the warm light of true womanhood, unperverted and 
unpolluted, upon all within her pure and wholesome family circle.... 

“The fathers of our families are the best citizens of the Republic. Wife and children are the 
sources of patriotism, and conjugal and parental affection beget devotion to the country. 

“The man who, undefiled...is surrounded in his single home with his wife and children has a 
stake in the country which inspires him with respect for its laws and courage for its defense.”333 

 
On January 30, 1905, in a message to Congress, President Theodore Roosevelt stated: 

 
“The institution of marriage is, of course, at the very foundation of our social organization, 

and all influences that affect that institution are of vital concern to the people of the whole country. 
There is a widespread conviction that the divorce laws are dangerously lax and indifferently 
administered in some of the States, resulting in the diminishing regard for the sanctity of the marriage 
relation. The hope is entertained that co-operation amongst the several States can be secured to the 
end that there may be enacted upon the subject of marriage and divorce uniform laws, containing all 
possible safeguards for the security of the family.”334 

 
On December 3, 1906, in his Sixth Annual Message to Congress, President Theodore Roosevelt 

stated: 
 

“I am well aware of how difficult it is to pass a constitutional amendment. Nevertheless in 
my judgement the whole question of marriage and divorce should be relegated to the authority of the 
National Congress.... 

“There is nothing so vitally essential to the welfare of the nation, nothing around which the 
nation should so bend itself to throw every safeguard, as the home life of the average citizen.... 
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“When home ties are loosened; when men and women cease to regard a worthy family life, 
with all its duties fully performed, and all its responsibilities lived up to, as the life best worth living; 
then evil days for the commonwealth are at hand.... 

“Surely it should need no demonstration to show that wilful sterility is, from the standpoint 
of the nation, from the standpoint of the human race, the one sin for which the penalty is national 
death, race death; a sin for which there is no atonement; a sin which is the more dreadful exactly in 
proportion as the men and women guilty thereof are in other respects, in character, and bodily and 
mental powers, those whom for the sake of the state it would be well to see the fathers and mothers of 
many healthy children, well brought up in homes made happy by their presence. 

“No man, no woman, can shirk the primary duties of life, whether for love of ease and 
pleasure, or for any other cause, and retain his or her self-respect.”335 

 
The magazine, Episcopal Churchnews  asked President Dwight D. Eisenhower to write a summery of 

his ideas on religion. He responded with a lesson in America's founding principles and with comments on his 
reaction to the invasion of Normandy in June of 1944: 

 
“It was part of the privilege into which I was born that my home was a religious home. My 

father and mother believed that ‘the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.’... 
“The history of our country is inseparable from the history of such God-fearing families. In 

this fact we accept the explanation of the miracle of America.... 
“The founding fathers had to refer to the Creator in order to make their revolutionary 

experiment make sense; it was because ‘all men are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights’ that men could dare to be free.”336 

 
On December 5, 1950, in an address at the Mid-Century White House Conference on 

Children and Youth, President Harry S. Truman stated: 
 
“The basis of mental and moral strength for our children lies in spiritual things. It lies first of 

all in the home. 
“And next, it lies in the religious and moral influences which are brought to bear on the 

children. If children have a good home - a home in which they are loved and understood - and if they 
have good teachers in the first few grades of school, I believe they are well started on the way toward 
being useful and honorable citizens.... 

“I no not think I am being old fashioned when I say that children ought to have religious 
training when they are young, and that they will be happier for it and better for it the rest of their 
lives.”337 

 
On March 8, 1983, at the National Association of Evangelicals in Orlando, Florida, President Reagan 

stated: 
 

“One recent survey by a Washington-based research council concluded that Americans were 
far more religious than the people of other nations. Ninety-five percent of those surveyed expressed a 
belief in God. A huge majority believed the Ten Commandments had real meaning in their lives. 
Another study has found that an overwhelming majority of Americans disapprove of adultery, teenage 
sex, pornography, abortion, and hard drugs. And this same study showed A deep reverence for the 
importance of family ties and religious belief.”338 

 
The March 6, 1980, issue of The Los Angeles Times quoted Ronald Reagan as he spoke on the question of 

Gay Rights: 
 

“A fellow asked me if I believe that they should have the same civil rights, and I said I think 
they do, and should have, but that my criticism of the gay rights movement - it is asking for a 
recognition and acceptance of an alternative life style which I do not believe society can condone, nor 
can I. 

“You could find that in the Bible. It says that in the eyes of the Lord, this is an 
abomination.”339 

 
In a July 12, 1984, response to a questionnaire by The Scoreboard, Ronald Reagan gave his views on values: 
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“In part the erosion of these values has given way to a celebration of forms of sexual 
expression most people reject. We will resist the efforts of some to obtain government endorsement of 
homosexuality. 

“Like so many Americans I have been disturbed at attempts to water down traditional values 
and even abrogate the original terms of American democracy with respect to religious freedom 

“I firmly believe that freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under 
God is acknowledged.”340 

 
On May 7, 1983, in a Radio address to the Nation, President Ronald Reagan stated: 

 
“We also first learn at home, and, again, often from our mothers, about the God who will 

guide us through life.... 
“The progress we're making with the economy, just like the national renewal we're seeing 

spring up all around us, is the product of our reliance again on good old-fashioned common sense, 
renewed belief in ourselves, and faith in God. 
“Now and then I find guidance and direction in the worn brown Bible I used to take the oath of office. 
It's been the Reagan family Bible, and, like many of yours, has its flyleaf filled with important events; 
its margins are scrawled with insights and passages underlined for emphasis. My mother, Nelle, made 
all those marks in that book. 

“She used it to instruct her two young sons, and I look to it still. 
“A passage in Proverbs describes the ideal woman, saying: ‘Strength and dignity are her clothing, and 
she smiles at the future. She opens her mouth in wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her 
tongue. Give her the product of her hands, and let her work praise her in the gates.’”341 
 

 
VIII. THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 
 

“Thou shalt not steal.” - Ex. 20:15, Deut. 5:19 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gave this definition: 
 

STEAL, v.i. 
1. To withdraw or pass privily; to slip along or away unperceived. 
Fixed of mind to fly all company, one night she stole away. 
From whom you now must steal and take no leave. 
A soft and solemn breathing sound rose like a steam of rich distilld perfumes, and stole upon the air. 
2. To practice theft; to take feloniously. He steals for a livelihood. 
Thou shalt not steal. Exodus 20. 
 
STEAL, v.t. pret. stole; pp. stolen, stole. [G. L, to take, to lift.] 
1. To take and carry away feloniously, as the personal goods of another. To constitute stealing or 
theft, the taking must be felonious, that is, with an intent to take what belongs to another, and without 
his consent. 
Let him that stole, steal no more. Ephesians 4. 
2. To Withdraw or convey without notice or clandestinely. 
They could insinuate and steal themselves under the same by submission. 
3. To gain or win by address or gradual and imperceptible means. 
Variety of objects has a tendency to steal away the mind from its steady pursuit of any subject. 
So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 2 Samuel 15. 

 
 The influence of the Eighth Commandment is shown in the following references: 
 
JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 
 

James Russell Lowell (February 22, 1819-August 12, 1891) was an American poet, editor and 
diplomat. He was the son of Charles Lowell, minister of the West Church in Boston. A graduate of Harvard 
Law School, James Russell Lowell wrote poetry and prose which received wide acclaim. His well-known 
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works include: Fable For Critics,  1848; and Biglow Papers,  1848-67. He edited the Atlantic Monthly,  1857-
61; and the North American Review,  1862-72. 

He received honorary degrees from both Oxford and Cambridge, and became a professor at Harvard. 
Lowell was appointed by President Rutherford B. Hayes as U.S. Minister to Spain, 1877-80, and England, 
1880-85, where he was immensely popular. 

On November 20, 1885, in his International Copyright, James Russell Lowell stated: 
 

“In vain we call old notions fudge, 
“And bend our conscience to our dealing; 
“The Ten Commandments will not budge, 
“And stealing will continue stealing.”342 

 
MARK TWAIN 
 

In The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 1876, chapter 13, Mark Twain wrote: 
 

“There was no getting around the stubborn fact that taking sweetmeats was only "hooking," 
while taking bacon and hams and such valuables was plain simple stealing - and there was a command 
against that in the Bible. So they inwardly resolved that so long as they remained in the business, their 
piracies should not again be sullied with the crime of stealing.”343 

 
 
IX. THE NINTH COMMANDMENT 
 

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” - Ex. 20:16, Deut. 5:20 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 
 Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language give the following definitions: 

 
LIE, n. 
1.  A criminal falsehood; a falsehood uttered for the purpose of deception; an intentional violation of 
truth.  Fiction, or a false statement or representation, not intended to deceive, mislead or injure, as in 
fables, parables and the like, is not a lie. 
 
It is willful deceit that makes a lie.  A man may act a lie, as by pointing his finger in a wrong 
direction, when a traveler inquires of him his road. 
2.  A fiction; in a ludicrous sense. 
3.  False doctrine.  1John 2. 
4.  An idolatrous picture of God, or a false god.  Romans 1. 
5.  That which deceives and disappoints confidence. 
Micah 1. 
To give the lie, to charge with falsehood.  A man's actions may give the lie to his words. 
 
LIE, v.i. 
1.  To utter falsehood with an intention to deceive, or with an immoral design. 
Thou hast not lied to men, but to God. Acts 5. 
2.  To exhibit a false representation; to say or do that which deceives another, when he has a right to 
know the truth, or when morality requires a just representation. 
LIE, v.i. pret. lay; pp. lain, [lien, obs.]  [The Gr. word usually signifies to speak, which is to utter or 
throw out sounds.  Hence to lie down is to throw one's self down, and probably lie and lay are of one 
family, as are jacio and jacceo, in Latin.] 

 
 The influence of the Ninth Commandment is shown in the following references: 
 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
 

Benjamin. Franklin, 1728, in his “Articles of Belief and Acts of Religion.,” referenced treachery and 
deciet: 
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“Praised be Thy Name forever. 
“Thou abhorrest in Thy creatures treachery and deceit, malice, revenge, Intemperance and 

every other hurtful Vice; but Thou art a Lover of justice and sincerity, of friendship, benevolence and 
every virtue. 

“Thou art my Friend, my Father, and my Benefactor. 
“Praised be Thy Name, O God, forever. Amen.”344 
 

In his Autobiography, published in complete form in 1868, Franklin mentions a small book which he 
carried with him, listing 13 virtues, of which one was: 

 
7) Sincerity: Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently.345 

 
THOMAS JEFFERSON 
 

On August 19, 1785, in a letter to Peter Carr, Thomas Jefferson wrote: 
 

“He who permits himself to tell a lie once, finds it much easier to do it a second and third 
time, till at length it becomes habitual; he tells lies without attending to it, and truths without the 
world's believing him. This falsehood of the tongue leads to that of the heart, and in time depraves all 
its good dispositions.”346 

 
GOUVERNOR MORRIS 
 

Gouverneur Morris (January 31, 1752-November 6, 1816) was an attorney, politician, soldier and 
diplomat. He penned the final draft of the Constitution of the United States, being the head of the Committee 
on Style, and was the originator of the phrase "We the people of the United States." He was 35 years old when 
he served as one of the members of the Continental Congress, and he spoke 173 times during the Constitutional 
debates (more than any other delegate). 

He was the first U.S. Minister to France, a U.S. Senator, and helped to write the New York 
Constitution. A graduate of King's College (Columbia University), he was a merchant, lawyer, planter, 
financier and pioneer promoter of the Erie Canal. 

 
In An Address on the Bank of North America, given in the Pennsylvania State Assembly, 1785, 

Gouverneur Morris stated: 
 

“How can we hope for public peace and national prosperity, if the faith of governments so 
solemnly pledged can be so lightly infringed? Destroy this prop, which once gave us support, and 
where will you turn in the hour of distress? To whom will you look for succor? By what promise or 
vows can you hope to obtain confidence? 

“This hour of distress will come. It comes to all, and the moment of affliction is known to 
Him alone, whose Divine Providence exalts or depresses states and kingdoms. Not by the blind 
dictates of arbitrary will. Not by a tyrannous and despotic mandate. 

“But in proportion to their obedience or disobedience of His just and holy laws. It is He who 
commands us that we abstain from wrong. It is He who tells you, ‘do unto others as ye would that 
they would do unto you’”347 

 
BENJAMIN HILL 
 

In a tribute to Robert E. Lee, Senator Benjamin Harvey Hill (September 14, 1823-August 16, 1882), 
who opposed secession prior to the Civil War, expressed: 

 
“He was a foe without hate, a friend without treachery.”348 

 
WOODROW WILSON 
 

In 1911, Woodrow Wilson stated: 
 
“The man whose faith is rooted in the Bible knows that reform cannot be stayed, that the 

finger of God that moves upon the face of the nations is against every man that plots the nation's 
downfall or the people's deceit; 
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“that these men are simply groping and staggering in their ignorance to a fearful day of 
judgement; 

“and that whether one generation witnesses it or not, the glad day of revelation and of 
freedom will come in which men will sing by the host of the coming of the Lord in His glory, and all 
of those will be forgotten - those little scheming, contemptible creatures that forgot the image of God 
and tried to frame men according to the image of the evil one.”349 

 
WILLIAM BLACKSTONE 
 

Sir William Blackstone, whose Commentaries on the Laws of England were widely read in America, 
wrote: 

 
“The belief of a future state of rewards and punishments, the entertaining just ideas of the 

main attributes of the Supreme Being, and a firm persuasion that He superintends and will finally 
compensate every action in human life (all which are revealed in the doctrines of our Savior, Christ), 
these are the grand foundations of all judicial oaths, which call God to witness the truth of those facts 
which perhaps may be only known to Him and the party attesting; all moral evidences, therefore, all 
confidence in human veracity, must be weakened by apostasy, and overthrown by total infidelity. 

Wherefore, all affronts to Christianity, or endeavors to depreciate its efficacy, in those who 
have once professed it, are highly deserving of censure.”350 

 
STATE DOCUMENTS 
 

Massachusetts Supreme Court (1838), heard the case of Commonwealth v. Abner Kneeland, 37 Mass. 
(20 Pick) 206, 216-217 1838, which involved a Universalist who claimed the right of "freedom of the press" as 
a defense for publishing libelous and defamatory remarks about Christianity and God. The Court delivered its 
decision, stating that "freedom of press" was not a license to print without restraint, otherwise: 

 
“According to the argument...every act, however injurious or criminal, which can be 

committed by the use of language may be committed...if such language is printed. Not only therefore 
would the article in question become a general license for scandal, calumny and falsehood against 
individuals, institutions and governments, in the form of publication...but all incitation to treason, 
assassination, and all other crimes however atrocious, if conveyed in printed language, would be 
dispunishable.”351 

 
The Constitution of the State of South Carolina, adopted 1778, stated: 

 
“Article XXXVIII. V. That it is lawful and the duty of every man being thereunto called by 

those that govern, to bear witness to truth. That every inhabitant of this State, when called to make an 
appeal to God as a witness to truth, shall be permitted to do it in that way which is most agreeable to 
the dictates of his own conscience.”352 
 
In August of 1831, while traveling through Chester County in New York, Alexis de Tocqueville had 

the opportunity to observe a court case. He wrote: 
 

“While I was in America, a witness, who happened to be called at the assizes of the county of 
Chester (state of New York), declared that he did not believe in the existence of God or in the 
immortality of the soul. The judge refused to admit his evidence, on the ground that the witness had 
destroyed beforehand all confidence of the court in what he was about to say. The newspapers related 
the fact without any further comment. The New York Spectator of August 23d, 1831, relates the fact 
in the following terms: 
 

“’The court of common pleas of Chester county (New York), a few days since rejected a 
witness who declared his disbelief in the existence of God. The presiding judge remarked, that he had 
not before been aware that there was a man living who did not believe in the existence of God; that 
this belief constituted the sanction of all testimony in a court of justice: and that he knew of no case in 
a Christian country, where a witness had been permitted to testify without such belief.’”353 
 
The Constitution of the State of Arkansas, adopted October 30, 1874, stated: 
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“Article XIX, Section 1.  No person who denies the being of a God shall hold office in the 
civil departments of this State, nor be competent to testify as a witness in any court.”354 

 
South Carolina Supreme Court (1846), in the case of City of Charleston v. S.A. Benjamin,  cites an 

individual who wilfully broke an Ordinance which stated: 
 

“In the Courts over which we preside, we daily acknowledge Christianity as the most solemn 
part of our administration. A Christian witness, having no religious scruple about placing his hand 
upon the book, is sworn upon the holy Evangelists - the books of the New Testament, which testify of 
our Savior's birth, life, death, and resurrection; this is so common a matter, that it is little thought of as 
an evidence of the part which Christianity has in the common law.”355 

 
POLITICAL LEADERS 
 

On September 19, 1796, in his Farewell Address, President George Washington said: 
 

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and Morality 
are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who should labor 
to subvert these great Pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of Men and 
Citizens. 

“The mere Politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A 
volume could not trace all their connections with private and public felicity. 

“Let it simply be asked where is the security for prosperity, for reputation, for life, if the 
sense of religious obligation desert the oaths, which are the instruments of investigation in the Courts 
of Justice?356 

 
On July 23, 1813, President James Madison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Public 

Humiliation and Prayer: 
 

“To Him whom no hypocrisy can deceive and no forced sacrifices propitiate.”357 
 

On March 4, 1837, in his Farewell Address, President Jackson stated: 
 

“The men who profit by the abuses and desire to perpetuate them will continue to besiege the 
halls of legislation in the General Government...and will seek by every artifice to mislead and deceive 
the public servants....”358 

 
On March 28, 1860, President James Buchanan sent a formal Protest to the House of Representatives: 
 

“I defy all investigations. Nothing but the basest perjury can sully my good name. I do not 
fear even this, because I cherish an humble confidence that the gracious Being who has hitherto 
defended and protected me against the shafts of falsehood and malice will not desert me now when I 
have become ‘old and gray headed.’ I can declare before God and my country that no human being 
(with an exception scarcely worthy of notice) has at any period of my life dared to approach me with a 
corrupt or dishonorable proposition.”359 

 
On Monday, March 30, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued a Proclamation appointing a 

National Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer: 
 

“We have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. But we 
have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious Hand which preserved us in peace, and 
multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our 
hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.”360 
 
Schuyler Colfax (March 23, 1823-January 13, 1885) served as Vice-President of the United States 

under Ulysses S. Grant, 1869-73; a U.S. Representative for seven terms, 1855-69, and Speaker of the House 
Representatives, 1863-69.  Schuyler Colfax said: 
 

“Man derives his greatest happiness not by that which he does for himself, but by what he 
accomplishes for others. This is a sad world at best - a world of sorrow, of suffering, of injustice, and 
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falsification; men stab those whom they hate with the stiletto of slander, but it is for the followers of 
our Lord to improve it, and to make it more as Christ would have it. The most precious crown of fame 
that a human being can ask is to kneel at the bar of God and hear the beautiful words, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant.’”361 

 
On January 20, 1953, in his Inaugural Address, President Dwight D. Eisenhower stated: 
 

“My fellow citizens....We are summoned by this honored and historic ceremony to witness 
more than the act of one citizen swearing his oath of service, in the presence of God. We are called as 
a people to give testimony in the sight of the world our faith that the future shall belong to the free.”362 

 
On Thursday, February 22, 1990, President George Bush, at the request of Congress, Joint Resolution 

164, issued a Presidential Proclamation declaring 1990 the International Year of Bible Reading : 
 

“President Woodrow Wilson likewise recognized the importance of the Bible to its readers. 
"The Bible is the word of life," he once said. Describing its contents, he added: 

“’You will find it full of real men and women not only but also of the things you have 
wondered about and been troubled about all your life, as men have been always; and the more you 
will read it the more it will become plain to you what things are worth while and what are not, what 
things make men happy - loyalty, right dealing speaking the truth...363 

 
WRITERS 
 

Josiah Gilbert Holland (July 24, 1819-October 12, 1881) was a founder and editor of the popular 
Scribner's Monthly (later Century Magazine) and the Springfield Republican. He established the publishing 
policies of using contributors' names and receiving payment for everything published. A celebrated speaker on 
social topics and conduct of life, Josiah Gilbert Holland also wrote under the pen name "Timothy Titcomb." 
His well-read narrative works include the poems Kathrina and Bitter-Sweet. 

In his work, Wanted, written in 1872, Josiah Gilbert Holland penned: 
 

“God give us men! A time like this demands 
“Strong minds, great hearts, true faith, and ready hands; 
“Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 
“Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 
“Men who possess opinions and a will; 
“Men who have honor; men who will not lie.”364 

 
 William McGuffey was considered the “Schoolmaster of the nation” as his Readers sold 125 million 
copies between 1836 and 1963. In McGuffey’s Third Eclectic Reader, Lesson 31 is entitled “On Speaking 
Truth”: 
 

“Every action and every thought of your life will then be frech in your mind. You know it is 
written in the Bible, “God will bring every work into judgement, with every secret thing, whether it be 
gook or whether it be evil.” How must the child then feel who has been guilty of falsehood and 
deception, who sees it brought to light.”365 
 
On July 4th, 1798, in New Haven, Yale President Timothy Dwight delivered an address entitled, The 

Duty of Americans, at the Present Crisis, Illustrated in a Discourse,  in which stated: 
 

“In societies of Illuminati, doctrines were taught which strike at the root of all human 
happiness and virtue; and every such doctrine was either expressly or implicitly involved in their 
system. The being of God was denied and ridiculed....The possession of property was pronounced 
robbery. Chastity and natural affection were declared to be nothing more than groundless prejudices. 
Adultery, assassination, poisoning, and other crimes of the like infernal nature, were taught as lawful 
and even as virtuous actions. To crown such a system of falsehood and horror, all means were 
declared to be lawful, provided the end was good.”366 

 
 
X. THE TENTH COMMANDMENT 
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“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.” - Ex. 20:17, 
Deut. 5:21 
 
WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
 

Noah Webster’s original 1828 Dictionary of the English Language gives the following definitions 
 

COVET, v.t. 
1. To desire or wish for, with eagerness; to desire earnestly to obtain or possess; in a good sense. 
Covet earnestly the best gifts. 1 Corinthians 12. 
2. To desire inordinately; to desire that which it is unlawful to obtain or possess; in a bad sense. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbors house, wife or servant. Exodus 20. 
 
COVET, v.i. To have an earnest desire. 1 Timothy 6. 
 
COVETABLE, a. That may be coveted. 
 
COVETED, pp. Earnestly desired; greatly wished or longed for. 
 
COVETING, n. Inordinate desire. 
 
COVETISE, n. Avarice. [Not in use.] 
 
COVETOUS, a. 
1. Very desirous; eager to obtain; in a good sense; as covetous of wisdom, virtue or learning. 
2. Inordinately desirous; excessively eager to obtain and possess; directed to money or goods, 
avaricious. 
A bishop must not be covetous. 1 Timothy 3. 
 
COVETOUSLY, adv. With a strong or inordinate desire to obtain and possess; eagerly; avariciously. 
 
COVETOUSNESS, n. 
1. A strong or inordinate desire of obtaining and possessing some supposed good; usually in a bad 
sense, and applied to an inordinate desire of wealth or avarice. 
Out of the heart proceedeth covetousness. Mark 7. 
Mortify your members--and covetousness which is idolatry. Colossians 3. 
2. Strong desire; eagerness. 

 
 The influence of the Tenth Commandment is shown in the following references: 
 
NOAH WEBSTER 
 

In 1823, in an article entitled, Letters to a Young Gentleman Commencing His Education, published 
in New Haven, Noah Webster wrote: 
 

“In selecting men for office, let principle be your guide....It is alleged by men of loose 
principles, or defective views of the subject, that religion and morality are not necessary or important 
qualifications for political stations. 

“But the Scriptures teach a different doctrine. They direct that rulers should be men who rule 
in the fear of God, able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness. 

“But if we had no divine instruction on the subject, our own interest would demand of us a 
strict observance of the principle of these injunctions. And it is to the neglect of this rule of conduct in 
our citizens, that we must ascribe the multiplied frauds, breeches of trust, peculations and 
embezzlements of public property which astonish even ourselves; which tarnish the character of our 
country; which disgrace a republican government; and which will tend to reconcile men to monarchs 
in other countries and even our own.”367 

 
JOHN ADAMS 
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On October 11, 1798, President John Adams stated in a letter to the officers of the First Brigade of the 
Third Division of the Militia of Massachusetts: 
 

“We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions 
unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice (covetousness), ambition, revenge, or gallantry, would 
break the strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution was 
made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any 
other.”368 

 
GROVER CLEVELAND 
 

Grover Cleveland’s father died when he was sixteen years of age. Grover helped to support his family 
by teaching at the New York Institute for the Blind. It was during this time that he heard a sermon by Henry 
Ward Beecher, of which he described: 
 

“He captivated my youthful understanding and pictured, to my aroused imagination, the 
entrance of two young men upon the world's jostling activities - one laden like a beast of burden with 
avaricious (covetous) plans and sordid expectations, and the other with a light step and cheerful 
determination, seeking the way of duty and usefulness and striving for the reward of those who love 
and serve God, and labor for humanity....  

What this sermon has been for me in all these years I alone know.”369 
 

 
PHILOSOPHY OF LAW 
 

The influence of the Ten Commandments on American law goes back in time to the development of English 
Common Law, and before that to the origins of Western Civilization. The Ten Commandments were the embodiment of 
the philosophy of government that a nation with more internal laws can exist with less external laws. That if a 
population had a commonly accepted internal code of conduct, then that population could exist with little external legal 
codes. The more internal restraints a citizenry had, the less external restraints were needed, and thus they could be 
“free.” 
  
SIR FRANCIS BACON 
 

Sir Francis Bacon (January 22, 1561-April 9, 1626), was the Baron Verulam, Viscount St. Albans and 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal under King James I. As Lord Chancellor of England (1618-21), he was 
significantly responsible for the formulation and acceptance of the scientific method, which stressed gathering 
data from experimentation and induction rather than through the practice of philosophical deduction 
promulgated by Aristotle. Sir Francis Bacon was responsible for helping to found the Royal Society of 
London. He wrote: 

 
“There never was found, in any age of the world, either philosophy, or sect, or religion, or 

law, or discipline, which did so highly exalt the good of the community, and increase private and 
particular good as the holy Christian faith. Hence, it clearly appears that it was one and the same God 
that gave the Christian law to men, who gave the laws of nature to the creatures.”370 

 
HUGO GROTIUS 
 

President James Madison described Hugo Grotius as “the father of the modern code of nations.”371 Hugo 
Grotius (April 10, 1583-August 28, 1645), was a Dutch jurist, theologian and statesman, who was considered the 
founder of the science of International Law. In 1607, being 24 years old, he was appointed Advocate General for the 
provinces of Holland and Zealand. In 1613, at the age of 30, he became the Chief Magistrate of Rotterdam. In 1619, 
Prince Maurice of Nassau sentenced him to life imprisonment for his support of the Arminian faith. Three years later, 
with his wife's help, he escaped to France hidden in a linen chest. Hugo Grotius (or Huig de Groot in the Dutch 
language), published De Jure Belli et Pacis (On the Law of War and Peace),  in 1625, which was a study of the laws of 
mankind in reference to individuals, nations and states. From 1635 till his death he served as the Swedish ambassador to 
France. 

In his work, On the Law of War and Peace, Hugo Grotius stated: 
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“Among all good men one principle at any rate is established beyond controversy, that if the 
authorities issue any order that is contrary to the law of nature or to the commandments of God, the 
order should not be carried out. For when the Apostles said that obedience should be rendered to God 
rather than men, they appealed to an infallible rule of action, which is written in the hearts of all 
men.”372 

 
John Cotton (December 1585-December 23, 1652), was a powerful Puritan minister and scholar in 

Boston, Massachusetts. Born in England, he fled to the colonies in 1632 to avoid religious persecution. There 
he rose to become perhaps the most influential leader in shaping the destiny of Puritan New England, serving 
at the First Church of Boston, 1633-52. Known for his didactic writings, the principles stated in his sermons 
were frequently put into immediate practice by civil authorities. 

In 1636, Rev. John Cotton gave the outline for a code of laws, which included the phrase: 
 

“The Law of Nature, delivered by God.”373 
 
JOHN LOCKE 
 

John Locke (August 29, 1632-October 28, 1704) was an English philosopher, diplomat and educator, 
whose writings had a profound influence on America's Founding Fathers. He received his master's degree from 
the Christ Church College of Oxford University, 1658, and lectured there on Greek, philosophy and rhetoric. 
He served as a diplomat to Madrid, 1665, moved to France, 1675, then Holland, 1683, and returned to England, 
1688. His works include: A Letter Concerning Toleration,  1689; Two Treatises of Government,  1690; An 
Essay Concerning Human Understanding,  1693; Some Thoughts Concerning Education,  1693; and The 
Reasonableness of Christianity,  1695. Of nearly 15,000 items of the Founding Fathers which were reviewed; 
including books, newspaper articles, pamphlets, monographs, etc., John Locke was the third most frequently 
quoted author.374 In his Two Treatises of Government,  1690, he cited 80 references to the Bible in the first 
treatise and 22 references to the Bible in the second. 

John Locke elaborated on fundamental concepts, such as: parental authority, separation of powers, 
private property, the right to resist unlawful authority, unalienable rights, and government by consent, whereby 
governments "derive their just powers from the consent of the governed." Concerning the idea of a "social 
compact," a constitution between the people and the government, John Locke trace its origins to: 

 
“That Paction which God made with Noah after the Deluge.”375 
 
John Locke classified the basic natural rights of man as the right to "life, liberty and property." This 

not only influenced Thomas Jefferson, who penned the Declaration of Independence, but also elements in the 
Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments. 

 
In The Second Treatise on Civil Government, 1690, John Locke stated: 
 
“Human Laws are measures in respect of Men whose Actions they must direct, albeit such measures 

they are as have also their higher Rules to be measured by, which Rules are two, the Law of God, and the Law 
of Nature; so that Laws Human must be made according to the general Laws of Nature, and without 
contradiction to any positive Law of Scripture, otherwise they are ill made.”376 
 
SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE 
 

Sir William Blackstone (July 10, 1723-February 14, 1780), was an English jurist who deeply 
influenced the growth of Common Law, jurisprudence and the basis of law in America. In 1758, he was 
honored by being elected Oxford's first Vinerian lecturer, and in 1770, he became one of the Judges of the 
Common Pleas. From 1765 to 1770, Sir William Blackstone published his highly influential work entitled, 
Commentaries on the Laws of England.  These were so universally accepted in America that by 1775 they had 
sold more copies in America than in England. This work set the foundation for America's great legal minds 
including Chief Justice John Marshall.377 

Sir William Blackstone expressed the presuppositional base for law in his Commentaries on the Laws 
of England, 1765-70: 
 

Law of Nature. This will of his Maker is called the law of nature. For as God, when He 
created matter, and endued it with a principle of mobility, established certain rules for the perpetual 
direction of that motion; so, when He created man, and endued him with free will to conduct himself 
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in all parts of life, He laid down certain immutable laws of human nature, whereby that free will is in 
some degree regulated and restrained, and gave him also the faculty of reason to discover the purport 
of those laws. 

Considering the Creator only a Being of infinite power, He was able unquestionably to have 
prescribed whatever laws He pleased to His creature, man, however unjust or severe. But as He is also 
a Being of infinite wisdom, He has laid down only such laws as were founded in those relations of 
justice, that existed in the nature of things antecedent to any positive precept. 

These are the eternal, immutable laws of good and evil, to which the Creator Himself in all 
his Dispensations conforms; and which He has enabled human reason to discover, so far as they are 
necessary for the conduct of human actions. Such among others, are these principles: that we should 
live honestly, should hurt nobody, and should render to everyone his due; to which three general 
precepts Justinian has reduced the whole doctrine of law.... 

This law of nature, being coeval with mankind and dictated by God Himself, is of course 
superior in obligation to any other. It is binding over all the globe in all countries, and at all times: no 
human laws are of any validity, if contrary to this.”378 
 

Revealed Law. This has given manifold occasion for the interposition of divine providence; 
which in compassion to the frailty, the imperfection, and the blindness of human reason, hath been 
pleased, at sundry times and in divers manners, to discover and enforce its laws by an immediate and 
direct revelation. 

The doctrines thus delivered we call the revealed or divine law, and they are to be found only 
in the Holy Scriptures. These precepts, when revealed, are found upon comparison to be really a part 
of the original law of nature as they tend in all their consequences to man's felicity. 

But we are not from thence to conclude that the knowledge of these truths was attainable by 
reason, in its present corrupted state; since we find that, until they were revealed, they were hid from 
the wisdom of the ages. 

As then the moral precepts of this law are indeed of the same original with those of the law 
of nature, so their intrinsic obligation is of equal strength and perpetuity. Yet undoubtedly the 
revealed law is of infinitely more authenticity than that moral system, which is framed by ethical 
writers, and denominated the natural law. 

Because one is the law of nature, expressly declared so to be by God Himself; the other is 
only what, by the assistance of human reason, we imagine to be that law. If we could be as certain of 
the latter as we are of the former, both would have an equal authority; but, till then, they can never be 
put in any competition together. 

 Upon these two foundations, the law of nature and the law of revelation, depend all human 
laws; that is to say, no human laws should be suffered to contradict these.”379 

 
FUNDAMENTAL ORDERS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

Fundamental Orders (Constitution) of Connecticut, January 14, 1639, was the first constitution written 
in America, establishing a pattern which all others followed, including the United States Constitution.380 It was 
penned by Roger Ludlow, 1638, after hearing a sermon by Thomas Hooker, the Puritan minister who founded 
Hartford, Connecticut. So important was this work that Connecticut became known as "The Constitution 
State."381 

 
The committee responsible to frame the orders was charged to make the laws: 
 
“As near the law of God as they can be.”382 
 

MONTESQUIEU 
 

Baron Charles Louis Joseph de Secondat Montesquieu (January 18, 168 9-February 10, 1755) was a 
French political philosopher who greatly influenced nineteenth century thought America. 
 

In the beginning of his work The Spirit of the Laws, 1748, Baron Montesquieu wrote: 
 

“God is related to the universe, as Creator and Preserver; the laws by which He created all 
things are those by which He preserves them.... 
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“But the intelligent world is far from being so well governed as the physical. For though the 
former has also its laws, which of their own nature are invariable, it does not conform to them so 
exactly as the physical world. 

“This is because, on the one hand, particular intelligent beings are of a finite nature, and 
consequently liable to error; and on the other, their nature requires them to be free agents. Hence they 
do not steadily conform to their primitive laws; and even those of their own instituting they frequently 
infringe.... 

“Man, as a physical being, is like other bodies governed by invariable laws. As an intelligent 
being, he incessantly transgresses the laws established by God, and changes those of his own 
instituting. He is left to his private direction, though a limited being, and subject, like all finite 
intelligences, to ignorance and error: even his imperfect knowledge he loses; and as a sensible 
creature, he is hurried away by a thousand impetuous passions. 

“Such a being might every instant forget his Creator; God has therefore reminded him of his 
duty by the laws of religion. Such a being is liable every moment to forget himself; philosophy has 
provided against this by the laws of morality. Formed to live in society, he might forget his fellow-
creatures; legislators have therefore, by political and civil laws, confined him to his duty.383 

 
 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
 

In 1790, Benjamin Franklin wrote to Thomas Paine regarding his copy of the manuscript of The Age 
of Reason: 
 

“I have read your manuscript with some attention. By the argument it contains against a 
particular Providence, though you allow a general Providence, you strike at the foundation of all 
religion. For without the belief of a Providence that takes cognizance of, guards, and guides, and may 
favor particular persons, there is no motive to worship a Deity, to fear his displeasure, or to pray for 
his protection. 

“I will not enter into any discussion of your principles, though you seem to desire it. At 
present I shall only give you my opinion that...the consequence of printing this piece will be a great 
deal of odium drawn upon yourself, mischief to you, and no benefit to others. He that spits into the 
wind, spits in his own face. But were you to succeed, do you imagine any good would be done by 
it?... 

“Think how great a portion of mankind consists of weak and ignorant men and women and 
of inexperienced, inconsiderate youth of both sexes who have need of the motives of religion to 
restrain them from vice, to support their virtue.... 

“I would advise you, therefore, not to attempt unchaining the tiger, but to burn this piece 
before it is seen by any other person.... 

“If men are so wicked with religion, what would they be without it? I intend this letter itself 
as a proof of my friendship.”384 

 
EDMUND BURKE 
 

In 1791, Edmund Burke stated in "A Letter to a Member of the National Assembly": 
 

“What is liberty without wisdom and without virtue? It is the greatest of all possible evils; for 
it is folly, vice, and madness, without restraint. 

“Men are qualified for civil liberty in exact proportion to their disposition to put moral chains 
upon their own appetites; in proportion as they are disposed to listen to the counsels of the wise and 
good in preference to the flattery of knaves. 

“Society cannot exist, unless a controlling power upon will and appetite be placed 
somewhere; and the less of it there is within, the more there must be without. 
“It is ordained in the eternal constitution of things, that men of intemperate minds cannot be free. 
Their passions forge their fetters.385 

 
GEORGE WASHINHTON 
 

On September 19, 1796, in his Farewell Address, President George Washington said: 
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“The name of AMERICAN, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always 
exalt the just pride of Patriotism, more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. With 
slight shades of difference, you have the same Religion, Manners, Habits, and political Principles.... 

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and Morality 
are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who should labor 
to subvert these great Pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of Men and 
Citizens. 

“The mere Politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A 
volume could not trace all their connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked 
where is the security for prosperity, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert 
the oaths, which are the instruments of investigation in the Courts of Justice? 

“And let us with caution indulge the supposition, that morality can be maintained without 
religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principle. 

“Tis substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government. 
The rule indeed extends with more or less force to every species of Free Government. Who that is a 
sincere friend to it, can look with indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?... 

“Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations. Cultivate peace and harmony with all. 
Religion and Morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin it?... 

“Can it be, that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a Nation with its 
virtue?”386 

 
ABIGAIL ADAMS 
 

Near November 5, 1775, Abigail wrote to her friend, Mercy Warren: 
 
“A patriot without religion in my estimation is as great a paradox as an honest Man without the fear of 

God. Is it possible that he whom no moral obligations bind, can have any real Good Will towards Men? 
“Can he be a patriot who, by an openly vicious conduct, is undermining the very bonds of Society, 

corrupting the Morals of Youth, and by his bad example injuring the very Country he professes to patronize 
more than he can possibly compensate by intrepidity, Generosity and honour? The Scriptures tell us 
‘righteousness exalteth a Nation.’”387 
 
ABRAHAM BALDWIN 
 

Abraham Baldwin (November 22, 1754-March 4, 1807) was a signer of the Constitution of the United 
States, member of Congress and U.S. Senator. 

He graduated from Yale University and, in 1781, was offered the professorship of divinity there. He 
served as chaplain in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War and later studied law. In 1783 he 
was admitted to the bar, elected to the state assembly, and later chosen as a representative from Georgia to the 
Constitutional Convention. 

In 1785, he founded and became the first President of the University of Georgia, which was the first 
state-chartered university in the United States. Through his far-sighted efforts, he secured for the university 
40,000 acres of land. His expertise in law and ministry was manifest in his writing of the Charter of the 
College of Georgia : 

 
“As it is the distinguishing happiness of free governments that civil order should be the result of 

choice and not of necessity, and the common wishes of the people become the laws of the land, their public 
prosperity and even existence very much depend upon suitably forming the minds and morals of their citizens. 

“When the minds of the people in general are viciously disposed and unprincipled, and their conduct 
disorderly, a free government will be attended with greater confusions and evils more horrid than the wild, 
uncultivated state of nature. 

“It can only be happy when the public principles and opinions are properly directed, and their 
manners regulated. This is an influence beyond the reach of laws and punishments, and can be claimed only by 
religion and education. 

“It should therefore be among the first objects of those who wish well to the national prosperity to 
encourage and support the principles of religion and morality, and early to place the youth under the forming 
hand of society, that by instruction they may be molded to the love of virtue and good order.”388 
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JEDEDIAH MORSE 
 

Jedediah Morse (August 23, 1761-June 9, 1826) was a pioneer American educator and geographer. 
Called the "Father of American Geography," his son was Samuel F.B. Morse, the inventor of the telegraph and 
the Morse Code. Jedediah Morse taught in the New Haven schools for several years, compiled his notes and 
published them in a successful work entitled, Geography Made Easy,  1784. He set a standard for American 
Geography, authoring numerous books, including: The American Geography,  1789; Elements of Geography,  
1795; The American Gazetteer,  1797; A New Gazetteer of the Eastern Continent,  1802; A Compendious 
History of New England,  1804; and Annals of the American Revolution. He also founded the New England 
Tract Society,  1814; The American Bible Society,  1816; and was a member of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions,  1811-19. 

In an "Election Sermon" given at Charleston, Massachusetts, April 25, 1799, Jedediah Morse stated: 
 

“To the kindly influence of Christianity we owe that degree of civil freedom, and political 
and social happiness which mankind now enjoys. In proportion as the genuine effects of Christianity 
are diminished in any nation, either through unbelief, or the corruption of its doctrines, or the neglect 
of its institutions; in the same proportion will the people of that nation recede from the blessings of 
genuine freedom, and approximate the miseries of complete despotism. 

“I hold this to be a truth confirmed by experience. If so, it follows, that all efforts to destroy 
the foundations of our holy religion, ultimately tend to the subversion also of our political freedom 
and happiness. 

“Whenever the pillars of Christianity shall be overthrown, our present republican forms of 
government, and all the blessings which flow from them, must fall with them.389 

 
JAMES MADISON 
 

In Federalist Paper #39, James Madison stated: 
 

“That honourable determination which animates every votary of freedom, to rest all our 
political experiments on the capacity of mankind for self-government.”390 

 
A similar statement that has sometimes been sttributed to James Madison, but nevertheless reflects the 

views of founders, is: 
 

“We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of 
government, far from it. We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity 
of mankind for self-government; upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves, to 
control ourselves, to sustain ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God.”391 

 
NOAH WEBSTER 

 
In 1832, in his History of the United States,  Noah Webster wrote: 
 

“The moral principles and precepts contained in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all 
of our civil constitutions and laws.... 

“All the miseries and evils which men suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, 
oppression, slavery and war, proceed from their despising or neglecting the precepts contained in the 
Bible.”392 

 
In his 1834 work entitled, Value of the Bible and Excellence of the Christian Religion,  Noah Webster wrote: 

 
“The Bible must be considered as the great source of all the truths by which men are to be 

guided in government, as well as in all social transactions....The Bible [is] the instrument of all 
reformation in morals and religion.”393 
 

“Moral evils constitute or produce most of the miseries of mankind and these may be 
prevented or avoided. Be it remembered then that disobedience to God's law, or sin is the procuring 
cause of almost all the sufferings of mankind. 

“God has so formed the moral system of this world, that a conformity to His will by men 
produces peace, prosperity and happiness; and disobedience to His will or laws inevitably produces 
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misery. If men are wretched, it is because they reject the government of God, and seek temporary 
good in that which certainly produces evil.”394 

 
In A Manual of Useful Studies, published in New Haven, 1839, Noah Webster stated: 
 

“Without religious and moral principles deeply impressed on the mind, and controlling the 
whole conduct, science and literature will not make men what the laws of God require them to be; and 
without both kinds of knowledge, citizens can not enjoy the blessings which they seek, and which a 
strict conformity to rules of duty will enable them to obtain.”395 

 
Noah Webster stated” 
 

“God's Word, contained in the Bible, has furnished all necessary rules to direct our 
conduct.”396 

 
SAMUEL ADAMS 
 

On November 20, 1772, in the section of The Rights of the Colonists entitled, "The Rights of the 
Colonist as Men," Samuel Adams declared: 
 

“’Just and true liberty, equal and impartial liberty,’ in matters spiritual and temporal, is a 
thing that all men are clearly entitled to by the eternal and immutable laws of God and nature, as well 
as by the law of nations and all well-grounded municipal laws, which must have their foundation in 
the former.”397 

 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
 

In September of 1811, John Quincy Adams wrote a letter to his son from St. Petersburg, Russia, while 
serving for the second time in the U.S. Ministry to that country: 
 

“It is essential, my son, in order that you may go through life with comfort to yourself, and 
usefulness to your fellow-creatures, that you should form and adopt certain rules or principles, for the 
government of your own conduct and temper....It is in the Bible, you must learn them.”398 

 
John Quincy Adams stated: 

 
“From the day of the Declaration...they (the American people) were bound by the laws of 

God, which they all, and by the laws of The Gospel, which they nearly all, acknowledge as the rules 
of their conduct.”399 

 
JAMES MCHENRY 
 

James McHenry (November 16, 1753-May 3, 1816) was a physician, soldier and politician. He was 
one of the signers of the Constitution of the United States, a member of the Continental Congress, a state 
legislator, and the U.S. Secretary of War, who supervised the establishment of the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point. He studied medicine under the renowned Dr. Benjamin Rush, himself a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. James McHenry served with distinction under General Washington on the medical staff 
during the Revolutionary War. Fort McHenry, where, in 1812, the battle with Britain occasioned the writing of 
our national anthem, was named after him. 

In 1813, he became the president of the first Bible society in Baltimore, Maryland. He conveys the 
urgency of distributing Bibles to the public in an article to solicit funds for the society: 
 

“Neither, in considering this subject, let it be overlooked, that public utility pleads most 
forcibly for the general distribution of the Holy Scriptures. 

“The doctrine they preach, the obligations they impose, the punishment they threaten, the 
rewards they promise, the stamp and image of divinity they bear, which produces a conviction of their 
truths, can alone secure to society, order and peace, and to our courts of justice and constitutions of 
government, purity, stability and usefulness. 
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“In vain, without the Bible, we increase penal laws and draw intrenchments around our 
institutions. Bibles are strong intrenchments. Where they abound, men cannot pursue wicked courses, 
and at the same time enjoy quiet conscience. 

“Consider also, the rich do not possess aught more precious than their Bible, and that the 
poor cannot be presented by the rich with anything of greater value. Withhold it not from the poor. It 
is a book of councils and directions, fitted to every situation in which man can be placed. 

“It is an oracle which reveals to mortals the secrets of heavens and the hidden will of the 
Almighty....  

“It is an estate, whose title is guaranteed by Christ, whose delicious fruits ripen every season, 
survive the worm, and keep through eternity. It is for the purpose of distributing this divine book more 
effectually and extensively among the multitudes, whose circumstances render such a donation 
necessary, that your cooperation is most earnestly requested.”400 

 
ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE 
 

Charles Alexis Henri Maurice Clèrel de Tocqueville (July 29, 1805-April 16, 1859) arrived in New 
York, May 11, 1831, with Gustave de Beaumont, and began a nine month tour of the country for the purpose 
of observing the American prison system, the people and American institutions. His two-part work, entitled 
Democracy in America, Was published in 1835 and 1840. It has been described as "the most comprehensive 
and penetrating analysis of the relationship between character and society in America that has ever been 
written."401 In it, Alexis de Tocqueville related: 

 
“In France I had almost always seen the spirit of religion and the spirit of freedom marching 

in opposite directions. But in America I found they were intimately united and that they reigned in 
common over the same country.402 

 
“Religion in America...must be regarded as the foremost of the political institutions of that 

country; for if it does not impart a taste for freedom, it facilitates the use of it. Indeed, it is in this same 
point of view that the inhabitants of the United States themselves look upon religious belief…. They 
hold it to be indispensable to the maintenance of republican institutions. This opinion is not peculiar 
to a class of citizens or a party, but it belongs to the whole nation and to every rank of society.403 
 

 “Each sect adores the Deity in its own peculiar manner, but all sects preach the same moral 
law in the name of God….Moreover, all the sects of the United States are comprised within the great 
unity of Christianity, and Christian morality is everywhere the same.”404 

 
“In the United States the sovereign authority is religious....There is no country in the whole 

world where the Christian religion retains a greater influence over the souls of men than in America, 
and there can be no greater proof of its utility and of its conformity to human nature than that its 
influence is powerfully felt over the most enlightened and free nation of the earth.”405 

 
“America is still the place where the Christian religion has kept the greatest real power over 

men's souls; and nothing better demonstrates how useful and natural it is to man, since the country 
where it now has the widest sway is both the most enlightened and the freest.”406 

 
“The Americans show by their practice that they feel the high necessity of imparting morality 

to democratic communities by means of religion. What they think of themselves in this respect is a 
truth of which every democratic nation ought to be thoroughly persuaded.”407 

 
“In the United States the influence of religion is not confined to the manners, but it extends 

to the intelligence of the people....Christianity, therefore reigns without obstacle, by universal consent; 
the consequence is, as I have before observed, that every principle of the moral world is fixed and 
determinate.”408 

 
“The Americans combine the notions of Christianity and of liberty so intimately in their 

minds, that it is impossible to make them conceive the one without the other.”409 
 

“I think that the state of religion in America is one of the things that most powerfully helps 
us to maintain our republican institutions. The religious spirit exercises a direct power over political 
passions, and also an indirect power by sustaining morals.’410 
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LYMAN BEECHER 
 

Lyman Beecher (October 12, 1775-January 10, 1863) was a renowned Presbyterian clergyman in New 
England. He preached in Boston and Cincinnati, where he later became President of Lane Theological 
Seminary. He was the father of both Henry Ward Beecher, one of the most eloquent preachers of his time, and 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of the book Uncle Tom's Cabin, which greatly precipitated the abolition of 
slavery. 

In 1831, Lyman Beecher wrote in the newspaper, The Spirit of the Pilgrims : 
 

“The Government of God is the only government which will hold society, against depravity 
within and temptation without; and this it must do by the force of its own law written upon the heart. 

“This is that unity of the Spirit and that bond of peace which can alone perpetuate national 
purity and tranquility - that law of universal and impartial love by which alone nations can be kept 
back from ruin. 

“There is no safety for republics but in self-government, under the influence of a holy heart, 
swayed by the government of God.”411 
 

DANIEL WEBSTER 
 

In a speech, July 4, 1851, Daniel Webster stated: 
 

“Let the religious element in man's nature be neglected, let him be influenced by no higher 
motives than low self-interest, and subjected to no stronger restraint than the limits of civil authority, 
and he becomes the creature of selfish passion or blind fanaticism. 

“On the other hand, the cultivation of the religious sentiment represses 
licentiousness...inspires respect for law and order, and gives strength to the whole social fabric, at the 
same time that it conducts the human soul upward to the Author of its being.”412 

 
Daniel Webster stated: 
 

“I have read the Bible through many times, and now make it a practice to read it through 
once every year. - It is a book of all others for lawyers, as well as divines; and I pity the man who 
cannot find in it a rich supply of thought and of rules for conduct. It fits man for life - it prepares him 
for death.”413 

 
“The Bible is our only safe guide. So long as we take it as our instructor for conduct and 

character, we will go on prospering in the future as in the past. But the moment we relegate it from 
our lives a catastrophe will come to us such as we have never known.”414 

 
FRANCIS WAYLAND 
 

Francis Wayland (March 11, 1796-September 30, 1865) was the president of Brown University, 1827-
55, and the first president of the American Institute of Instruction, 1830. He was instrumental in devising the 
school system for Providence, Rhode Island. A graduate of Union College and Harvard University, Francis 
Wayland wrote: Elements of Moral Science,  1835; Elements of Political Economy,  1837; Thoughts on the 
Present Collegiate System in the United States,  1842; and A Memoir of the Life of the Rev. Adoniram Judson, 
D.D., 1842. Francis Wayland stated: 
 

“The truths of the Bible have the power of awakening an intense moral feeling in every 
human being; they make bad men good, and send a pulse of healthful feeling through all the domestic, 
civil, and social relations; 

“they teach men to love right, and hate wrong, and seek each other's welfare as children of a 
common parent; 

“they control the baleful passions of the heart, and thus make men proficient in self 
government; 

“and finally they teach man to aspire after conformity to a Being of infinite holiness, and fill 
him with hopes more purifying, exalted, and suited to his nature than any other book the world has 
ever known - 
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“these are facts as incontrovertible as the laws of philosophy, or the demonstrations of 
mathematics.”415 

 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT 
 

William Cullen Bryant (November 3, 1794-June 12, 1878) was an American poet and editor. He 
known as the "Father of American Poets," and wrote such titles as: Thanatopsis; To a Waterfowl; The Death of 
the Flowers; and To the Fringed Gentian.  He was the editor in chief of the New York Evening Post  for 50 
years, lending its support in the formation of the Republican Party and the fight against slavery. William 
Cullen Bryant wrote: 

 
“The very men who, in the pride of their investigations into the secrets of the internal world, 

turn a look of scorn upon the Christian system of belief, are not aware how much of the peace and 
order of society, how much the happiness of households, and the purest of those who are the dearest 
to them, are owing to the influence of that religion extending beyond their sphere.”416 

 
THEODORE PARKER 
 

Theodore Parker (August 24, 1810-May 10, 1860) was an American abolitionist, clergyman, and 
graduate of Harvard. Strongly opposed slavery, Parker stated: 
 

“The Bible goes equally to the cottage of the peasant, and the palace of the king. It is woven 
into literature, and colors the talk of the street. The bark of the merchant cannot sail without it; and no 
ship of war goes to the conflict but it is there. It enters men's closets; directs their conduct, and 
mingles in all the grief and cheerfulness of life.”417 

 
ROBERT WINTHROP 
 

Robert Charles Winthrop (May 12, 1809-November 16, 1894), was a U.S. Representative, author and 
orator. He served as the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 1847-49. He was a descendant of Governor 
John Winthrop. On May 28, 1849, Robert Charles Winthrop spoke at the Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts 
Bible Society in Boston, stating: 
 

“The voice of experience and the voice of our own reason speak but one language....Both 
united in teaching us, that men may as well build their houses upon the sand and expect to see them 
stand, when the rains fall, and the winds blow, and the floods come, as to found free institutions upon 
any other basis than that of morality and virtue, of which the Word of God is the only authoritative 
rule, and the only adequate sanction. 

“All societies of men must be governed in some way or other. The less they have of stringent 
State Government, the more they must have of individual self-government. The less they rely on 
public law or physical force, the more they must rely on private moral restraint. 

“Men, in a word, must necessarily be controlled either by a power within them, or a power 
without them; either by the word of God, or by the strong arm of man; either by the Bible or by the 
bayonet. It may do for other countries, and other governments to talk about the State supporting 
religion. Here, under our own free institutions, it is Religion which must support the State.”418 

 
WESLEY MERRITT 
 

Wesley Merritt (June 16, 1836-1910) was a Major General in the Union Army during the Civil War. He was 
the superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 1882-87, and Commander of the first Philippine 
expedition to occupy Manila in August of 1898. He stated: 
 

“The principles of life as taught in the Bible, the inspired Word, and exemplified in the 
matchless Life of Him ‘who spake as never man spake,’ are the rules of moral action which have 
resulted in civilizing the world. 

“The testimony of great men, like Gladstone and his fellow statesmen; like Havelock and his 
fellow soldiers, who have made the teachings of the Scriptures their rule of conduct in life, are 
wonderful helps to men of lesser note and smaller intellectual and moral powers. 

“One example, even of the smallest of these, more than offsets the efforts of an hundred 
unbelievers in active opposition. They are the worthy followers of the religion of the Bible, and in 
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their daily lives interpret the inimitable example and Divine precepts of the Son of God, our 
Saviour.”419 

 
On Tuesday, December 5, 1905, in his Fifth Annual Message to Congress, President Theodore 

Roosevelt stated: 
 

“The Golden Rule should be, and as the world grows in morality it will be, the guiding rule 
of conduct among nations as among individuals.”420 

 
WOODROW WILSON 
 

On October 24, 1914, in an address entitled "The Power of Christian Young Men," delivered at the 
Anniversary Celebration of the Young Men's Christian Association in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, President Woodrow 
Wilson stated: 
 

“The only way your powers can become great is by exerting them outside the circle of your 
own narrow, special, selfish interests. And that is the reason of Christianity. Christ came into the 
world to save others, not to save himself; and no man is a true Christian who does not think constantly 
of how he can lift his brother, how he can assist his friend, how he can enlighten mankind, how he can 
make virtue the rule of conduct in the circle in which he lives.”421 

 
JOHN FOSTER DULLES 
 

John Foster Dulles (February 25, 1888-May 24, 1959) was the U.S. Secretary of State, 1953-59, during the 
Eisenhower administration, where he helped negotiate the Peace Treaty with Japan after World War II, 1950-51. A 
graduate of Princeton University and George Washington University, he served as an international attorney with the law 
firm of Sullivan and Cromwell in New York, 1911-49. He was instrumental in the creation of the United Nations, to 
which he was the U.S. ambassador, 1945-49, and was an interim U.S. Senator, 1949. 

On April 11, 1955, Secretary of State John Foster Dulles delivered a speech before the Fifth Annual All-Jesuit 
Alumni Dinner, in which he stated: 
 

“Peace is a goal which men above always sought. It is a goal which we particularly think of 
at this Easter Season when we commemorate the resurrection of the Prince of Peace.... 

“One cannot but shrink from buying peace at the price of extending over human beings the 
rule of those who believe that men are in fact nothing more than animated bits of matter and that, to 
insure harmony and conformity, they should be deprived of the capacity for moral and intellectual 
judgment. 

Man, we read in the Holy Scriptures, was made a little lower than the angels. Should man 
now be made little, if any, higher than domesticated animals which serve the purpose of their human 
masters? 

“So men face the great dilemma of when and whether to use force to resist aggression which 
imposes conditions which violate the moral law and the concept that man has his origins and his 
destiny in God.... 

“The government of the United States has, I like to believe, a rather unique tradition in this 
respect. Our nation was founded as an experiment in human liberty. 

“Our institutions reflect the belief of our founders that all men were endowed by their 
Creator with inalienable rights and had duties prescribed by moral law. They believed that human 
institutions ought primarily to help men develop their God-given possibilities and that our nation, by 
its conduct and example, could help men everywhere to find the way to a better and more abundant 
life. Our nation realized that vision. There developed here an area of spiritual and economic vigor the 
like of which the world had never seen.”422 

 
J. EDGAR HOOVER 
 

J. (John) Edgar Hoover (January 1, 1895-May 2, 1972) was the American director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), 1924-1972. He graduated from George Washington University, 1916; earned a Masters Degree in 
Law, 1917; served as assistant to Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer. He became famous for his dramatic campaigns 
to stop organized crime. J. Edgar Hoover explained: 
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In writing the introduction to Edward L.R. Elson's book, America's Spiritual Recovery, 1954, J. Edgar Hoover 
expressed: 
 

“We can see all too clearly the devastating effects of the resultant Secularism on our 
Christian way of life. The period when it was smart to "debunk" our traditions undermined inspiring 
customs and high standards of conduct. 

“A rising emphasis on materialism caused a decline of "God-centered" deeds and thoughts. 
The American home became a place of transient, furtive living and ceased to be a school of moral and 
spiritual education....  

“When spiritual guidance is at a low ebb, moral principles are accordingly is a state of 
deterioration. Secularism advances in periods when men forget God.... 

“But there are hopeful signs for a better day. There was hope in the words of General 
Eisenhower when he bowed his head on Inaugural Day and asked in part, ‘Give us, we pray, the 
power to discern right from wrong and allow all our words and actions to be governed thereby and by 
the laws of this land.’ 

“This humble prayer touched Americans from coast to coast. Here was hope manifested in a 
manner which inspired the hearts of countless millions. A President with such a deep religious sense 
and with such a sincere spiritual motivation, seeking to be guided by the right, sets an example for all 
the people.”423 

 
CONCLUSION 
 

As was stated at the beginning, purpose of this study is not to proposed public policy, but simply a 
demonstration that America’s historical record contains evidence that the Ten Commandments had an influence on 
America’s founders, leaders and system of government. Lessons can be learn, though, giving insight as to how America 
became such a great nation, which lessons may help in perpetuating this nation’s legacy of freedom. 
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 On January 4, 1896, President Grover Cleveland issued the Proclamation: "Whereas said convention, 
so organized, did, by ordinance irrevocable without the consent of the United States and the people of said 
State, as required by said act, provide that perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be secured and that no 
inhabitant of said State shall ever be molested in person or property on account of his or her mode of religious 
worship, but that polygamous or plural marriages are forever prohibited, and did also by said ordinance make 
the other various stipulations recited in section 3 of said act." (Vol. IX, p. 689). 
 On September 25, 1894, President Grover Cleveland issued the Proclamation: "Whereas Congress by 
a statute approved March 22, 1882, and by statutes in furtherance and amendment thereof defined the crimes of 
bigamy, polygamy, and unlawful cohabitation in the Territories and other places within the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the United States and prescribed a penalty for such crimes; and Whereas on or about the 6th day 
of October, 1890, the Church of the Latter-day Saints, commonly known as the Mormon Church, through its 
president issued a manifesto proclaiming the purpose of said church no longer to sanction the practice of 
polygamous marriages and calling upon all members and adherents of said church to obey the laws of the 
United States in reference to said subject-matter; and Whereas on the 4th day of January, A.D. 1893, Benjamin 
Harrison, then President of the United States, did declare and grant a full pardon and amnesty to certain 
offenders under said acts upon condition of future obedience to their requirements, as is fully set forth in said 
proclamation of amnesty and pardon; and Whereas upon the evidence now furnished me I am satisfied that the 
member and adherents of said church generally abstain from plural marriages and polygamous cohabitation 
and are now living in obedience to  the laws, and that time has now arrived when the interests of public justice 
and morality will be promoted by granting of amnesty and pardon to all such offenders as have complied with 
the conditions of said proclamation, including such of said offenders as have been convicted under the 
provisions of said act: Now, therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States, by virtue of the 
powers in me vested, do hereby declare and grant a full amnesty and pardon to all persons who have in 
violation of said acts committed either of the offenses of polygamy, bigamy, adultery, or unlawful cohabitation 
under the color of polygamous or plural marriage, or who, having been convicted of violations of said acts, are 
now suffering deprivation of civil rights in consequence of the same, excepting all persons who have not 
complied with the conditions contained in said executive proclamation of January 4, 1893. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city of 
Washington, this 25th day of September, A.D. 1894, and of the Independence of the United States the one 
hundred and nineteenth. Grover Cleveland. By the President: W.Q. Gresham, Secretary of State." (Vol. IX, pp. 
510-511). 
 On January 4, 1893, President Benjamin Harrison issued the Proclamation: "Whereas Congress by 
statute approved March 22, 1882, and by statutes in furtherance and amendment thereof defined the crimes of 
bigamy, polygamy, and unlawful cohabitation in the Territories and other places within the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the United States and prescribed a penalty for such crimes; and Whereas on or about the 6th day 
of October, 1890, the Church of the Latter-day Saints, commonly known as the Mormon Church, through its 
president issued a manifesto proclaiming the purpose of said church no longer to sanction the practice of 
polygamous marriages and calling upon all members and adherents of said church to obey the laws of the 
United States in reference to said subject-matter; and Whereas it is represented that since the date of said 
declaration the members and adherents of said church have generally obeyed said laws and have abstained 
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from plural marriages and polygamous cohabitation; and Whereas by a petition dated December 19, 1891, the 
officials of said church, pledging the membership thereof to a faithful obedience to the laws against plural 
marriage and unlawful cohabitation, have applied to me to grant amnesty for past offenses against said laws, 
which request a very large number of influential non-Mormons residing in the Territories have also strongly 
urged; and Whereas the Utah Commission in their report bearing date September 15, 1892, recommend that 
said petition be granted and said amnesty proclaimed, under proper conditions as to the future observance of 
the law, with a view to the encouragement of those now disposed to become law-abiding citizens; and Whereas 
during the past two years such amnesty has been granted to individual applicants in a very large number of 
cases, conditioned upon the faithful observance of the laws of the United States against unlawful cohabitation, 
and there are now pending many more such applications: Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of 
the United States, by virtue of the powers in me vested, do hereby declare and grant a full amnesty and pardon 
to all persons liable to the penalties of said act by reason of unlawful cohabitation under the color of 
polygamous or plural marriage who have since November 1, 1890, abstained from such unlawful cohabitation, 
but upon the express condition that they shall in the future faithfully obey the laws of the United States 
hereinbefore named and not otherwise. Those who shall fail to avail themselves of the clemency hereby offered 
will be vigorously prosecuted. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. Done at the city of Washington, this 4th day of January, A.D. 1893, and of the 
Independence of the United States the one hundred and seventeenth. Benj. Harrison. By the President: John W. 
Foster, Secretary of State." (Vol. IX, pp. 368-369). 
 On December 9, 1891, President Benjamin Harrison stated in his Third Annual Message: "The 
legislation of Congress for the repression of polygamy has, after years of resistance on the part of the 
Mormons, at last brought them to the conclusion that resistance is unprofitable and unavailing. The power of 
Congress over this subject should not be surrendered until we have satisfactory evidence that the people of the 
State to be created would exercise the exclusive power of the State over this subject in the same way. The 
question is not whether these people now obey the laws of Congress against polygamy, but rather would they 
make, enforce, and maintain such laws themselves if absolutely free to regulate the subject? We can not afford 
to experiment with this subject, for when a State in once constituted the act is final and any mistake 
irretrievable." (Vol. IX, p. 206). 
 On December 1, 1890, President Benjamin Harrison stated in his Second Annual Message: "The 
increasing numbers and influence of the non-Mormon population of Utah are observed with satisfaction. The 
recent letter of Wilford Woodruff, president of the Mormon Church, in which he advised his people to 'refrain 
from contracting any marriage forbidden by the laws of the land,' has attracted wide attention, and it is hoped 
that its influence will be highly beneficial in restraining infractions of the laws of the United States. But the 
fact should not be overlooked that the doctrine or belief of the church that polygamous marriages are rightful 
and supported by divine revelation remains unchanged. President Woodruff does not renounce the doctrine, but 
refrains from teaching it, and advises against the practice of it because the law is against it. Now, it is quite true 
that the law should not attempt to deal with faith or belief of anyone; but it is quite another thing, and the only 
safe thing, so to deal with the Territory of Utah as that those who believe polygamy to be rightful shall not 
have the power to make it lawful." (Vol. IX, p. 118). 
 On December 3, 1888, President Grover Cleveland stated in his Fourth Annual Message: "It also 
appears from this report that though prior to March, 1885, there had been but 6 convictions in the Territories of 
Utah and Idaho under the laws of 1862 and 1882, punishing polygamy and unlawful cohabitation as crimes, 
there have been since that date nearly 600 convictions under these laws and the statutes of 1887; and the 
opinion is expressed that under such a firm and vigilant execution of these laws and the advance of ideas 
opposed to the forbidden practices, polygamy within the United States is virtually at an end." (Vol. 8, p. 794). 
 On December 8, 1885, President Grover Cleveland stated in his First Annual Message to Congress: 
"In the Territory of Utah the law of the United States passed for suppression of polygamy has been 
energetically and faithfully executed during the past year, with measurably good results. A number of 
convictions have been secured for unlawful cohabitation, and in some cases pleas of guilty have been entered 
and a slight punishment imposed, upon a promise by the accused that they would not again offend against the 
law, nor advise, counsel, aid, or abet in any way its violation by others. The Utah commissioners express the 
opinion, based upon such information as they are able to obtain, that but few polygamous marriages have taken 
place in the Territory during the last year. They further report that while there can not be found upon the 
registration lists of voters the name of a man actually guilty of polygamy, and while none of that class are 
holding office, yet at the last election in the Territory all the officers elected, except in one county, were men 
who, though not actually living in the practice of polygamy, subscribe to the doctrine of polygamous marriages 
as a divine revelation and a law unto all higher and more binding upon the conscience than any human law, 
local or national. Thus is the strange spectacle presented of a community protected by a republican form of 
government, to which they owe allegiance, sustaining by their suffrages a principle and a belief which set at 
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naught that obligation of absolute obedience to the law of the land which lies at the foundation of republican 
institutions. The strength, the perpetuity, and the destiny of the nation rest upon our homes, established by the 
law of God, guarded by parental care, regulated by parental authority, and sanctified by parental love. These 
are not the homes of polygamy. The mothers of our land, who rule the nation as they mold the characters and 
guide the actions of their sons, live according to God's holy ordinances, and each, secure and happy in the 
exclusive love of the father of her children, sheds the warm light of true womanhood, unperverted and 
unpolluted, upon all within her pure and wholesome family circle. These are not the cheerless, crushed, and 
unwomanly mothers of polygamy. The fathers of our families are the best citizens of the Republic. Wife and 
children are the sources of patriotism, and conjugal and parental affection beget devotion to the country. The 
man who, undefiled with plural marriage, is surrounded in his single home with his wife and children has a 
stake in the country which inspires him with respect for its laws and courage for its defense. These are not the 
fathers of polygamous families. There is no feature of this practice or system which sanctions it which is not 
opposed to all that is of value in our institutions. There should be no relaxation in the firm but just execution of 
the law now in operation, and I should be glad to approve such further discreet legislation as will rid the 
country of this blot upon its fair fame. Since the people upholding polygamy in our Territories are reenforced 
by immigration from other lands, I recommend that a law be passed to prevent the importation of Mormons 
into the country." (Vol. 8, pp. 361-362). 
 On March 4, 1885, President Grover Cleveland stated in his First Inaugural Address: "The conscience 
of the people demands that the Indians within our boundaries shall be fairly and honestly treated as wards of 
the Government and their education and civilization promoted with a view to their ultimate citizenship, and 
that polygamy in the Territories, destructive of the family relation and offensive to the moral sense of the 
civilized world, shall be repressed." (Vol. 8, p. 302). 
 On December 1, 1884, President Chester A. Arthur stated in his Fourth Annual Message: "The report 
of the Utah Commission will be read with interest. It discloses the results of recent legislation looking to the 
prevention and punishment of polygamy in that Territory. I still believe that if that abominable practice can be 
suppressed by law it can only be by the most radical legislation consistent with the restraints of the 
Constitution. I again recommend, therefore, that Congress assume absolute political control of the Territory of 
Utah and provide for the appointment of commissioners with such governmental powers as in its judgement 
may justly and wisely be put into their hands." (Vol. 8, p. 250). 
 On December 4, 1883, President Chester A. Arthur stated in his Third Annual Message: "The Utah 
Commission has submitted to the Secretary of the Interior its second annual report. As a result of its labors in 
supervising the recent election in that Territory, pursuant to the act of March 22, 1882, it appears that persons 
by that act disqualified to the number of about 12,000, were excluded from the polls. This fact, however, 
affords little cause for congratulation, and I fear that it is far from indicating any real and substantial progress 
toward the extirpation of polygamy. All the members elect of the legislature are Mormons. There is grave 
reason to believe that they are in sympathy with the practices that this Government is seeking to suppress, and 
that its efforts in that regard will be more likely to encounter their opposition than to receive their 
encouragement and support. Even if this view should happily be erroneous, the law under which the 
commissioners have been acting should be made more effective by the incorporation of some such stringent 
amendments as they recommend, and as were included in bill No. 2238 on the Calendar of the Senate at its last 
session. I am convinced, however, that polygamy has become so strongly intrenched in the Territory of Utah 
that it is profitless to attack it with any but the stoutest weapons which constitutional legislation can fashion. I 
favor, therefore, the repeal of the act upon which the existing government depends, the assumption by the 
National Legislature of the entire political control of the Territory, and the establishment of a commission with 
such powers and duties as shall be delegated to it by law." (Vol. 8, p. 184). 
 On December 6, 1881, President Chester A. Arthur stated in his First Annual Message to Congress: 
"For many years the Executive, in his annual message to Congress, has urged the necessity of stringent 
legislation for the suppression of polygamy in the Territories, and especially in the Territory of Utah. The 
existing statute for the punishment of this odious crime, so revolting to the moral and religious sense of 
Christendom, has been persistently and contemptuously violated ever since its enactment. Indeed, in spite of 
commendable efforts on the part of the authorities who represent the United States in that Territory, the law has 
in very rare instances been enforced, and, for a cause to which reference will presently be made, is practically a 
dead letter. The fact that adherents of the Mormon Church, which rests upon polygamy as its corner stone, 
have recently been peopling in large numbers Idaho, Arizona, and other of our Western Territories is well 
calculated to excite the liveliest interest and apprehension. It imposes upon Congress and the Executive the 
duty of arraying against this barbarous system all the power which under the Constitution and the law they can 
wield for its destruction. Reference has been already made to the obstacles which the United States officers 
have encountered in their efforts to punish violations of law. Prominent among these obstacles is the difficulty 
of procuring legal evidence sufficient to warrant a conviction even in the case of the most notorious offenders. 
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Your attention is called to a recent opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States, explaining its judgement 
of reversal in the case of Miles, who had been convicted of bigamy in Utah. The court refers to the fact that the 
secrecy attending the celebration of marriages in that Territory makes the proof of polygamy very difficult, and 
the propriety is suggested of modifying the law of evidence which now makes a wife incompetent to testify 
against her husband. This suggestion is approved. I recommend also the passage of an act providing that in the 
Territories of the United States the fact that a woman has been married to a person charged with bigamy shall 
not disqualify her as a witness upon his trial for that offense. I further recommend legislation by which any 
person solemnizing a marriage in any of the Territories shall be required, under stringent penalties for neglect 
or refusal, to file a certificate of such marriage in the supreme court of the Territory. Doubtless Congress may 
devise other practicable measures for obviating the difficulties which have hitherto attended the efforts to 
suppress this iniquity. I assure you of my determined purpose to cooperate with you in any lawful and discreet 
measures which may be proposed to that end." (Vol. VIII, pp. 57-58). 
 On March 4, 1881, President James A. Garfield stated in his Inaugural Address: "The Constitution 
guarantees absolute religious freedom. Congress is prohibited from making any law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. The Territories of the United States are 
subject to the direct legislative authority of Congress, and hence the General Government is responsible for any 
violation of the Constitution in any of them. It is therefore a reproach to the Government that in the most 
populous of the Territories the constitutional guaranty is not enjoyed by the people and the authority of 
Congress is set at naught. The Mormon Church not only offends the moral sense of manhood by sanctioning 
polygamy, but prevents the administration of justice through ordinary instrumentalities of law. In my 
judgement it is the duty of Congress, while respecting to the uttermost the conscientious convictions and 
religious scruples of every citizen, to prohibit within its jurisdiction all criminal practices, especially of that 
class which destroys the family relations and endanger social order." (Vol. 8, p. 11). 
 On December 6, 1880, President Rutherford B. Hayes stated in his Fourth Annual Message to 
Congress: "It is the recognized duty and purpose of the people of the United States to suppress polygamy 
where it now exists in our Territories and to prevent its extension. Faithful and zealous efforts have been made 
by the United States authorities in Utah to enforce the laws against it. Experience has shown that the legislation 
upon this subject, to be effective, requires extensive modification and amendment. The longer action is delayed 
the more difficult it will be to accomplish what is desired. Prompt and decided measures are necessary. The 
Mormon sectarian organization which upholds polygamy has the whole power of making and executing the 
local legislation of the Territory. By its control of the grand and petit juries it possesses large influence over the 
administration of justice. Exercising, as the heads of this sect do, the local power of the Territory, they are able 
to make effective their hostility to the law of Congress on the subject of polygamy, and, in fact, do prevent its 
enforcement. Polygamy will not be abolished if the enforcement of the law depends on those who practice and 
uphold the crime. It can only be suppressed by taking away the political power of the sect which encourages 
and sustains it. The power of Congress to enact suitable laws to protect the Territories is ample. It is not a case 
for halfway measures. The political power of the Mormon sect is increasing. It controls now one of our 
wealthiest and most populous Territories. It is extending steadily into other Territories. Wherever it goes it 
establishes polygamy and sectarian political power. The sanctity of marriage and the family relation are the 
corner stone of our American society and civilization. Religious liberty and the separation of church and state 
are among the elementary ideas of free institutions. To reestablish the interests and principles which polygamy 
and Mormonism have imperiled, and to fully reopen to intelligent and virtuous immigrants of all creeds that 
part of our domain which has been in a great degree closed to general immigration by intolerant and immoral 
institutions, it is recommended that the government of the Territory of Utah be reorganized. I recommend that 
Congress provide for the government of Utah by a governor and judges, or commissioners, appointed by the 
President and confirmed by the Senate - a government analogous to the provisional government established for 
the territory northwest of the Ohio by the ordinance of 1787. If, however, it is deemed best to continue the 
existing form of local government, I recommend that the right to vote, hold office, and sit on juries in the 
Territory of Utah be confined to those who neither practice nor uphold polygamy. If thorough measures are 
adopted, it is believed that within a few years the evils which now afflict Utah will be eradicated, and that this 
Territory will in good time become one of the most prosperous and attractive of the new States of the Union." 
(Vol. 7, pp. 605-606). 
 On December 1, 1879, President Rutherford B. Hayes stated in his Third Annual Message to 
Congress: "The continued deliberate violation by a large number of prominent and influential citizens of the 
Territory of Utah of the laws of the United States for the prosecution and punishment of polygamy demands 
the attention of every department of the Government. This Territory has a population sufficient to entitle it to 
admission as a State, and the general interests of the nation, as well as the welfare of the citizens of the 
Territory, require its advance from the Territorial form of government to the responsibilities and privileges of a 
State. This important change will not, however, be approved by the country while the citizens of Utah in very 
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considerable number uphold a practice which is condemned as a crime by the laws of all civilized communities 
throughout the world. The law for the suppression of this offense was enacted with great unanimity by 
Congress more than seventeen years ago, but has remained until recently a dead letter in the Territory of Utah, 
because of the peculiar difficulties attending its enforcement. The opinion widely prevailed among the citizens 
of Utah that the law was in contravention of the constitutional guaranty of religious freedom. This objection is 
now removed. The Supreme Court of the United States has decided the law to be within the legislative power 
of Congress and binding as a rule of action for all who reside within the Territories. There is no longer any 
reason for delay or hesitation in its enforcement. It should be firmly and effectively executed. If not sufficiently 
stringent in its provisions, it should be amended; and in aid of the purpose in view I recommend that more 
comprehensive and more searching methods for preventing as well as punishing this crime be provided. If 
necessary to secure obedience to the law, the enjoyment and exercise of the rights and priviledges of 
citizenship in the Territories of the United States may be withheld or withdrawn from those who violate or 
oppose the enforcement of the law on this subject." (Vol. 7, pp. 559-569). 
 On December 7, 1875, President Ulysses S. Grant stated in his Seventh Annual Message to Congress: 
"In nearly every annual message that I have had the honor of transmitting to Congress I have called attention to 
the anomalous, not to say scandalous, condition of affairs existing in the Territory of Utah, and have asked for 
definite legislation to correct it. That polygamy should exist in a free, enlightened, and Christian country, 
without the power to punish so flagrant a crime against decency and morality, seems preposterous. True, there 
is no law to sustain this unnatural vice; but what is needed is a law to punish it as a crime, and at the same time 
to fix that status of the innocent children, the offspring of this system, and of the possibility innocent plural 
wives. But as an institution polygamy should be banished from the land....I deem of vital importance 
[to]....drive out licensed immorality, such as polygamy and the importation of women for illegitimate 
purposes." (Vol. 7, pp. 355-356). 
 On December 4, 1871, President Ulysses S. Grant stated in his Third Annual Message to Congress: 
"In Utah there still remains a remnant of barbarism, repugnant to civilization, to decency, and to the laws of the 
United States. Territorial officers, however, have been found who are willing to perform their duty in a spirit of 
equity and with a due sense of the necessity of sustaining the majesty of the law. Neither polygamy nor any 
other violation of existing statutes will be permitted within the territory of the United States. It is not with the 
religion of the self-styled Saints that we are now dealing, but with their practices. They will be protected in the 
worship of God according to the dictates of their consciences, but they will not be permitted to violate the laws 
under the cloak of religion. It may be advisable for Congress to consider what, in the execution of the laws 
against polygamy, is to be the status of plural wives and their offspring. The propriety of Congress passing an 
enabling act authorizing the Territorial legislature of Utah to legitimize all children born prior to a time fixed in 
the act might be justified by its humanity to these innocent children." (Vol. 7, p. 151). 
   On December 6, 1858, President James Buchanan stated in his Second Annual Message to Congress: "The 
present condition of the Territory of Utah, when contrasted with what it was one year ago, is a subject for 
congratulation. It was then in a state of open rebellion, and, cost what it might, the character of the Government 
required that this rebellion should be suppressed and the Mormons compelled to yield obedience to the 
Constitution and the laws. In order to accomplish this object, as I informed you in my last annual message, I 
appointed a new governor instead of Brigham Young, and other Federal officers to take the place of those who, 
consulting their personal safety, had found it necessary to withdraw from the Territory. To protect these civil 
officers, and to aid them, as a posse comitatus, in the execution of the laws in case of need, I ordered a 
detachment of the Army to accompany them to Utah. The necessity for adopting these measures in now 
demonstrated. On the 15th of September, 1857, Governor Young issued his proclamation, in the style of an 
independent sovereign, announcing his purpose to resist by force of arms the entry of the United States troops 
into our own Territory of Utah. By this he required all the forces in the Territory to 'hold themselves in 
readiness to march at a moment's notice to repel any and all such invasion,' and established martial law from its 
date throughout the Territory. These proved to be no idle threats. Forts Bridger and Supply were vacated and 
burnt down by the Mormons to deprive our troops of a shelter after their long and fatiguing march. Orders 
were issued by Daniel H. Wells, styling himself 'Lieutenant-General, Nauvoo Legion,' to stampede the animals 
of the United States troops on their march, to set fire to their trains, to burn the grass and the whole country 
before them and on their flanks, to keep them from sleeping by night surprises, and to blockade the road by 
felling trees and destroying the fords of rivers, etc. These orders were promptly and effectually obeyed. On the 
4th of October, 1857, the Mormons captured and burned, on Green River, three of our supply trains, consisting 
of seventy-five wagons loaded with provisions and tents for the army, and carried away several hundred 
animals. This diminished the supply of provisions so materially that General Johnston was obliged to reduce 
the ration, and even with this precaution there was only sufficient left to subsist the troops until the 1st of June. 
Our little army behaved admirably in their encampment at Fort Bridger under these trying privations. In the 
midst of the mountains, in a dreary, unsettled, and inhospitable region, more than a thousand miles from home, 
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they passed the severe and inclement winter without a murmur. They looked forward with confidence for relief 
from their country in due season, and in this they were not disappointed. The Secretary of War employed all 
his energies to forward them the necessary supplies and to muster and send such a military force to Utah as 
would render resistance on the part of the Mormons hopeless, and thus terminate the war without the effusion 
of blood. In his efforts he war efficiently sustained by Congress. They granted appropriations sufficient to 
cover the deficiency thus necessarily created, and also provided for raising two regiments of volunteers 'for the 
purpose of quelling disturbances in the Territory of Utah, for the protection of supply and emigrant trains, and 
the suppression of Indian hostilities on the frontiers.' Happily, there was no occasion to call these regiments 
into service. If there had been, I should have felt serious embarrassment in selecting them, so great war the 
number of our brave and patriotic citizens anxious to serve their country in this distant and apparently 
dangerous expedition. Thus it has ever been, and thus may it ever be. The wisdom and economy of sending 
sufficient reinforcements to Utah are established, not only by the event, but in the opinion of those who from 
their position and opportunities are the most capable of forming a correct judgement. General Johnston, the 
commander of the forces, in addressing the Secretary of War from Fort Bridger under date of October 18, 
1857, expresses the opinion that 'unless a large force is sent here, from the nature of the country a protracted 
war on their [the Mormon's] part is inevitable.' This he considered necessary to terminate the war 'speedily and 
more economically than if attempted by insufficient means.' In the meantime it was my anxious desire that the 
Mormons should yield obedience to the Constitution and the laws without rendering it necessary to resort to 
military force. To aid in accomplishing this object, I deemed it advisable in April last to dispatch two 
distinguished citizens of the United States, Messrs. Powell and McCulloch, to Utah. They bore with them a 
proclamation addressed by myself to the inhabitants of Utah, dated on the 6th day of that month, warning them 
of their true condition and how hopeless it was on their part to persist in rebellion against the United States, 
and offering all those who should submit to the laws a full pardon for their past seditions and treasons. At the 
same time I assured those who should persist in rebellion against the United States that they must expect no 
further lenity, but look to be rigorously dealt with according to their deserts. The instructions to these agents, as 
well as a copy of the proclamation and their reports, are herewith submitted. It will be seen by their report of 
the 3d of July last that they have fully confirmed the opinion expressed by General Johnston in the previous 
October as to the necessity of sending reinforcements to Utah. In this they state that they 'are firmly impressed 
with the belief that the presence of the Army here and the large additional force that had been ordered to this 
Territory were the chief inducements that caused the Mormons to abandon the idea of resisting the authority of 
the United States. A less decisive policy would probably have resulted in a long, bloody, and expensive war.' 
These gentlemen conducted themselves to my entire satisfaction and rendered useful services in executing the 
humane intentions of the Government. It also affords me great satisfaction to state that Governor Cumming has 
performed his duty in an able and conciliatory manner and with the happiest effect. I can not in this connection 
refrain from mentioning the valuable services of Colonel Thomas L. Kane, who, from motives of pure 
benevolence and without any official character or pecuniary compensation, visited Utah during the last 
inclement winter for the purpose of contributing to the pacification of the Territory. I am happy to inform you 
that the governor and other civil officers of Utah are now performing their appropriate functions without 
resistance. The authority of the Constitution and the laws has been fully restored and peace prevails throughout 
the Territory." (Vol. 5, pp. 503-506).  
 On April 6, 1858, President James Buchanan issued the Proclamation: "Whereas the Territory of Utah 
was settled by certain emigrants from the States and from foreign countries who have for several years past 
manifested a spirit of insubordination to the Constitution and laws of the United States. The great mass of those 
settlers, acting under the influence of leaders to whom they seem to have surrendered their judgement, refuse to 
be controlled by any other authority. They have been often advised to obedience, and these friendly counsels 
have been answered with defiance. The officers of the Federal Government have been driven from the 
Territory for no offense but an effort to do their sworn duty; others have been prevented from going there by 
threats of assassination; judges have been violently interrupted in the performance of their functions, and the 
records of the courts have been seized and destroyed or concealed. Many other acts of unlawful violence have 
been perpetrated, and the right to repeat them has been openly claimed by the leading inhabitants, with at least 
the silent acquiescence of nearly all the others. Their hostility to the lawful government of the country has at 
length become so violent that no officer bearing a commission from the Chief Magistrate of the Union can 
enter the Territory or remain there with safety, and all those officers recently appointed have been unable to go 
to Salt Lake or anywhere else in Utah beyond the immediate power of the Army. Indeed, such is believed to be 
the condition to which a strange system of terrorism has brought the inhabitants of that region that no one 
among them could express an opinion favorable to this Government, or even propose to obey its laws, without 
exposing his life and property to peril. After carefully considering this state of affairs and maturely weighing 
the obligation I was under to see the laws faithfully executed, it seemed to me right and proper that I should 
make such use of the military force at my disposal as might be necessary to protect the Federal officers in 



 109

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
going into the Territory of Utah and in performing their duties after arriving there. I accordingly ordered a 
detachment of the Army to march for the city of Salt Lake, or within reach of that place, and to act in case of 
need as a posse for the enforcement of the laws. But in the meantime the hatred of that misguided people for 
the just and legal authority of the Government had become so intense that they resolved to measure their 
military strength with that of the Union. They have organized an armed force far from contemptible in point of 
numbers and trained it, if not with skill, at least with great assiduity and perseverance. While the troops of the 
United States were on their march a train of baggage wagons, which happened to be unprotected, was attacked 
and destroyed by a portion of the Mormon forces and the provisions and stores with which the train was laden 
were wantonly burnt. In short, their present attitude is one of decided and unreserved enmity to the United 
States and to all their loyal citizens. Their determination to oppose the authority of the Government by military 
force has not only been expressed in words, but manifested in overt acts of the most unequivocal character. 
Fellow-citizens of Utah, this is rebellion against the Government to which you owe allegiance; it is levying war 
against the United States, and involves you in the guilt of treason. Persistence in it will bring you to condign 
punishment, to ruin, and to shame; for it is mere madness to suppose that with your limited resources you can 
successfully resist the force of this great and powerful nation. If you have calculated upon the forbearance of 
the United States, if you have permitted yourselves to suppose that this Government will fail to put forth its 
strength and bring you to submission, you have fallen into a grave mistake. You have settled upon territory 
which lies, geographically, in the heart of the Union. The land you live upon was purchased by the United 
States and paid for our of their Treasury; the proprietary right and title to it is in them, and not in you. Utah is 
bounded on every side by States and Territories whose people are true to the Union. It is absurd to believe that 
they will or can permit you to erect in their very midst a government of your own, not only independent of the 
authority which they all acknowledge, but hostile to them and their interests. Do not deceive yourselves nor try 
to mislead others by propagating the idea that this is a crusade against your religion. The Constitution and laws 
of this country can take no notice of your creed, whether it be true or false. That is a question between your 
god and yourselves, in which I disclaim all right to interfere. If you obey the laws, keep the peace, and respect 
the just rights of others, you will be perfectly secure, and may live one in your present faith or change it for 
another at your pleasure. Every intelligent man among you knows very well that this Government has never, 
directly or indirectly, sought to molest you in your worship, to control you in your ecclesiastical affairs, or 
even to influence you in your religious opinions. This rebellion is not merely a violation of your legal duty; it is 
without just cause, without reason, without excuse. You never made a complaint that was not listened to with 
patience; you never exhibited a real grievance that was not redressed as promptly as it could be. The laws and 
regulations enacted for your government by Congress have been equal and just, and their enforcement was 
manifestly necessary for your own welfare and happiness. You have never asked their repeal. They are similar 
in every material respect to the laws which have been passed for the other Territories of the Union, and which 
everywhere else (with one partial exception) have been cheerfully obeyed. No people ever lived who were 
freer from unnecessary legal restraints than you. Human wisdom never devised a political system which 
bestowed more blessings or imposed lighter burdens than the Government of the United States in its operation 
upon the Territories. But being anxious to save the effusion of blood and to avoid the indiscriminate 
punishment of a whole people for crimes of which it is not probable that all are equally guilty, I offer now a 
free and full pardon to all who will submit themselves to the just authority of the Federal Government. If you 
refuse to accept it, let the consequences fall upon your own heads. But I conjure you to pause deliberately and 
reflect well before you reject this tender of peace and good will. Now, therefore, I, James Buchanan, President 
of the United States, have thought proper to issue this my proclamation, enjoining upon all public officers in 
the Territory of Utah to be diligent and faithful, to the full extent of their power, in the execution of the laws; 
commanding all citizens of the United States in said Territory to aid and assist the officers in the performance 
of their duties; offering to the inhabitants of Utah who shall submit to the laws a free pardon for the seditions 
and treasons heretofore by them committed; warning those who shall persist, after notice of this proclamation, 
in the present rebellion against the United States that they must expect no further lenity, but look to be 
rigorously dealt with according to their deserts; and declaring that the military forces now in Utah and hereafter 
to be sent there will not be withdrawn until the inhabitants of that Territory shall manifest a proper sense of the 
duty which they owe to this Government. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed to these presents. Done at the city of Washington the 6th day of April, 
1858, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty-second. James Buchanan, By the President: 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State." (Vol. 5, pp. 493-495). 
   On December 8, 1857, President James Buchanan stated in his First Annual Message to Congress: "A 
Territorial government was established for Utah by act of Congress approved the 9th September, 1850, and the 
Constitution and laws of the United States were thereby extended over it 'so far as the same of any provisions 
thereof may be applicable.' This act provided for the appointment by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, of a governor (who was to be ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs), a secretary, 
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three judges of the supreme court, a marshal, and a district attorney. Subsequent acts provided for the 
appointment of the officers necessary to extend our land and our Indian system over the Territory. Brigham 
Young was appointed the first governor on the 20th September, 1850, and has held the office ever since. 
Whilst Governor Young has been both governor and superintendent of Indian affairs throughout this period, he 
has been at the same time the head of the church called the Latter-day Saints, and professes to govern its 
members and dispose of their property by direct inspiration and authority from the Almighty. His power has 
been, therefore, absolute over both church and state. The people of Utah almost exclusively belong to this 
church, and believing with a fanatical spirit that he is governor of the Territory by divine appointment, they 
obey his commands as if these were direct revelations from Heaven. If, therefore, he chooses that his 
government shall come into collision with the Government of the United States, the members of the Mormon 
Church will yield implicit obedience to his will. Unfortunately, existing facts leave but little doubt that such is 
his determination. Without entering upon a minute history of occurrences, it is sufficient to say that all the 
officers of the United States, judicial and executive, with the single exception of two Indian agents, have found 
it necessary for their own personal safety to withdraw from the Territory, and there no longer remains any 
government in Utah but the despotism of Brigham Young. This being the condition of affairs in the Territory, I 
could not mistake the path of duty. As Chief Executive Magistrate I was bound to restore the supremacy of the 
Constitution and laws within its limits. In order to effect this purpose, I appointed a new governor and other 
Federal officers for Utah and sent with them a military force for their protection and to aid as a posse comitatus 
in case of need in the execution of laws. With the religious opinions of the Mormons, as long as they remained 
mere opinions, however deplorable in themselves and revolting to the moral and religious sentiments of all 
Christendom, I had no right to interfere. Actions alone, when in violation of the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, become the legitimate subjects for the jurisdiction of the civil magistrate. My instructions to 
Governor Cummings have therefore been framed in strict accordance with these principles. At their date a hope 
was indulged that no necessity might exist for employing the military in restoring and maintaining the 
authority of the law, but this hope has now vanished. Governor Young has by proclamation declared his 
determination to maintain his power by force, and has already committed acts of hostility against the United 
States. Unless he should retrace his steps the Territory of Utah will be in a state of open rebellion. He has 
committed these acts of hostility notwithstanding Major Van Vliet, an officer of the Army, sent to Utah by the 
Commanding General to purchase provisions for the troops, had given him the strongest assurances of the 
peaceful intentions of the Government, and that the troops would only be employed as a posse comititus when 
called on by the civil authority to aid in the execution of the laws. There is reason to believe that Governor 
Young has long contemplated this result. He knows that the continuance of his despotic power depends upon 
the exclusion of all settlers from the Territory except those who will acknowledge his divine mission and 
implicitly obey his will, and that an enlightened public opinion there would soon prostrate institutions at war 
with the laws both of God and man. He has therefore for several years, in order to maintain his independence, 
been industriously employed in collecting and fabricating arms and munitions of war and in disciplining the 
Mormons for military service. As superintendent of Indian affairs he has had an opportunity of tampering with 
the Indian tribes and exciting their hostile feelings against the United States. This, according to our 
information, he has accomplished in regard to some of these tribes, while others have remained true to their 
allegiance and have communicated his intrigues to our Indian agents. He has laid in a store of provisions for 
three years, which in case of necessity, as he informed Major Van Vliet, he will conceal, 'and then take to the 
mountains and bid defiance to all powers of the Government.' A great part of all this may be idle boasting, but 
yet no wise government will lightly estimate the efforts which may be inspired by such frenzied fanaticism as 
exists among the Mormon in Utah. This is the first rebellion which has existed in our Territories, and humanity 
itself requires that we should put it down in such a manner that it shall be the last. To trifle with it would be to 
encourage it and to render it formidable. We ought to go there with such an imposing force as to convince 
these deluded people that resistance would be vain, and thus spare the effusion of blood. We can in this manner 
best convince them that we are their friends, not their enemies. In order to accomplish this object it will be 
necessary, according to the estimated of the War Department, to raise four additional regiments; and this I 
earnestly recommend to Congress. At the present moment of depression in the revenues of the country I am 
sorry to be obliged to recommend such a measure; but I feel confident of the support of Congress, cost what it 
may, in suppressing the insurrection and in restoring and maintaining the sovereignty of the Constitution and 
laws over the Territory of Utah." (Vol. 5, pp. 454-456).] 
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